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Letters to MRa montagU; 



LETTER ex. 

Deal, August 10, i76d. 

4 HAii the jJleasure of receiving your 
leltet, iny dear friend, this evening at my return 
from Wingham, from whence I wrote to you on 
We(faie8dsiy last. My bead-ach vexatiously lasted 
during the whole time of my stay there, which 
was an unavoidable allay to my enjoyment of thig 
little excursion, in which I was disposed to find 
much satisfaction: 

I think you pretty wdi agree \^ith my adnrt- 
ration of the Troades, though you do not parti- 
cularly mention your being i^truck with that cir- 
cumstance in the behaviour of Cassandra^ which 
appears to me so perfect a master-piece. I can- 
not help differing from you a little in the conduct 
of Euripides with regard to the character of 
H^cuba^ which seems to me to be perfectly well 
contrived, and most exquisitely drawn from na- 
ture, which would scarcely have beea the case if 

toL. n, B he 
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fie had confoutided the subjects of her iamenla- 
tidn with tlibse of Andromache. Perhaps therd 
Is tfo idstattce in Ivhich Bnripjdes b^ rti<*fe^^s- 
covered the power of his genius, than his repre- 
ftenting the different feelings arising m so many 
different persons from one common distress. It 
is surely very natural that amidst the pains and 
helplessness, and decrepitude of old age, the 
noble and sentimental affections should be weakly 
exerted, and the attention be chiefly engaged by 
tile loss of the %Ueviatioifs and comforts of ha-^ 
fftssed and weary life. The expression of suehp 
a regret would have been very iwiproper at the 
active age of Andromache : but poor old Heimba^^ 
aching lK)nes, for which you seem to^ haver so very 
little sympathy, every poment reminded her of 
the inconveniences of a bard bed, Hamlet doen 
hot enumerate, but just hints at boAly evils, in 
the painu that ^* flesh is heir to :'' but Hwever 
yOu will allow that no parallel can be dra%m be- 
tween hira and Hecuba. The bawling (Ad nursQ 
in Romeo and Juliet had not the softiiess avid 
pom|> of Asiatic and regal luxury to oppose to 
the wants and hardships of captivity. The icir- 
cemstttnce4 of Lear carry some resemblawi^ to 
Ktecnfea, hilt there is I think a sufficient diffefencei 
to jiMify the different conduct of these two greal 
tragic pt^^Sr,^ and ex(*tnpt each of them from cen- 
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^W^r^wJ^idi fie had so lately re^ip^: nn4,^if 
high spirit aad unaabdued pH4^^ ms^dj^, him^fe^ 
tH« s^44^n.a0d astonighirt^ change of hi^ situa^ 
IJftRi tp^ degreii which left him little leigwe tfoj 
t|^ten4 to,^e bodily pail of his ^liffarings^ i|f^ 
^^i«ed.^i$^ passions to a h^tghti which Sha^igpi^m; 
fiya m^t judiciously termiuate^ in loadnesSr jf 
4«)iv^r up Neptune ^nd Pallas, .and the whole 
Sfi^b of h^then divinities vl^itb y^ry little ^^chut 
puftCtiOn to the secular ar^i of yotir severi0$t cri- 
tidbfin. The Ancient poets understood hum^ 
|ialiiire> but vfi^vB abslird and puerile to.a $ti:a^gQ 
degree, Whmievei* tbfey attempted to describe 
divine intelligences. . Even Hom^^ wha bafi is6 
^en^Ve ftnd astdnisbing a kriowledg'e in ih0 
wkile ciriile of hitmari tbin^i k>&o niiaieyablji 
d^ci^nt in his repi*eseiitations of tfie dejltyjtthii^ 
his Jiipiter often appears as i^ontemptible ,ai|4 
ridtjbuious as th^ hero of a pupp^ show. 

Mr. ThpnuHEm'ft Agamemnon is a n9bje: ^ra^ 
g^y^ It is softte time since I read it: h^t t 
tl^^ itia i^cbylus^ and not Curipid^s^ wbom h^ 
topics in his Cassandra. 

I hope you will as fast as possible, get tid .^ 
b\l renuu^ing sympathy with my boad-acb- MM > 
is. a very -unimportant head to the world ^eithei? of 
business qy of literature^ and anay act ««tj^ con- 

1 B ^ sequence ; 
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Sequence; but yours has much to tmrisact lif 
both, and its operations are destined to a mucH 
Iriore extensive circle than mine. 

Probably you have read in the papers an ac- 
count that the Archbishop was e^tremfely ill, and 
I find the same news has been broilght into tlie 
country by private report. But, I thank God; 
lher6 is no truth in it. His Grace, in spite of 
the liberality of the news writers, who have as^ 
sighed' him four physicians, has no other than, 
those which he had when I left Lambeth, and 
they do riot think htm at all worse. His rheu-* 
mktism is painful and dispiriting, but I hope and 
believe,' nbt attended by ^ny symptom of danger 
whatever. 

I btad lately a fetter frorti dur Sylph, vrha 
seems to be well and in spirits. She has sent 
me two extremely pretty drawings of different 
views of Lucan, executed from memory by Lady 
JJingham.* 

I think you knoW something of Mr and Mrs. 
Neve ,•' poor souls, they have lately lost their 
eldest srni at Oxford, by the unliappy accident <rf 
hmting hi6 foot against a stump or something of 

* '• Wife* ^f'SifClMfles Bingham, afterwitnls Earl rf Lu- 
can J a most amiable and highly aiComplished Woman/ Tbei 
views of Lw< a« here nicntioiieci, mm^ic taken from the grounds 
nf Mr. Vescy's house thciv* 

^^ - * that 
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that kiud, as he was bathing in a river. They 
are come, to Deal to go into, the sea, there ^re 
several^more 8trange]:s here upon the same occ^i- 
sign^ and among the rest I hear Miss Fryon ^ Iq 
take lodgings here. Our Kentish races b^in to- 
imorrow, and I should have felt some temptation 
tp go to Canterbury, for one of the early assem- 
blies, if my head had not discouraged me by 
being so perverse at Wingham, It would hav^ 
^ven me pleasure to have had an opportunity, of 
seeing some peoplp, whom I am not at present 
very likely to meet any where else. Adjeu, my 
dear friend. My arm is troublesome. 

ypurs, &c. , 



; , I.ETTER CXI, 

Lambeth, Avgust 16, 176S. 

I WAS? made very happy yesterday, my 
4ear friend, by your letter^ which gaveine 1h)|]^ 
t)f getting an unexpected sight of you. As you 
are desirous of knowing the situation of our 
friends*, I am not willing to defer writmg this 



* Upon ^be death of Archbishop Seck^n 

post. 
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poit/ as you tre not perfectly determmed wWr 
^ou shall set out. Miss Talbot's hesdtti is, up<» 
the whole, I thank God, wonderfully preserved, 
and her spirits, to all appearance better than 
irom her general weakness might be expected. 
,She discovers the most perfect composure, and 
even cheerfulness; but it is evidently more from 
her principles, than from her feelings ; but such 
a conflict from a sense of duty must be rtwarde4 
^itb success, and I hope she will grow into a com- 
fortable state, as soon as the present recollections 
Whiah every minute, in this melancholy house, 
must force on her mind, are weakened by A 
change of scene and situation. It was scarcely 
possible for her to accept the kind offer to her- 
self and Mrs, Talbot^, from Mrs. Scott, and many 
either of their friends> as they must have so much 
unavoidable business^ before they quit this place. 
They have neviir been able to ^et any informa- 
tion about a proper house in town, till to-day, 
when one has been named in Grosvenor-street, 
which, I iiope, will suit them. We are to sqe it 
to-morrow moaning. Jf this point is once settled^ 
every other business wiH go on with more smooth^ 
ness and regularity. The variety of houses which 
have be^n proposed, all attended with some casual 
objection or other, has been very perplexing and 
harassing to their minds, and consequently to 
i minC;, 
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mine/ifl^hp fi^el all tbeir difficulUes. Yet I am 
l^ad to be with them^ as they think I do theiD 
some Kttie good. Mrs. Talbot's spirits hate 
grievous fits of sinking. The long inactivity of 
a uniform life^ and the being constantly habi- 
tuated to the assistance and advice of one to 
whom every difficulty could be referred/ renders 
every deliberation, at present, particularly dis- 
tressing. Mr. Prost is here, aiid the chaplains, 
and the present order of the family, which ren- 
ders it proper for them all to dine together, is a 
good circumstatice> and introduces vr variety of 
conversation, which is very useful and helps to 
suspend the attention to one painful subject. I 
delivered your message to Dr. Porteus*. | 
know not whether you are acquainted with him^ 
if not, he deserves that yoii should. 

I have not yet been without the walls of this 
house, as 1 Would not be absent for a quarter of 
an hoiit*, when I might happen to be of use, in 
giving relief to the spirits of my friends; but I 

• Afterwards better known ^s Pb^op of I<.ondon. A roOft 
'amiabTe, excellent, ami exemplary Prelate. He tontinuefl 
kis ftiendsHip for Mrs* Carter, which coipmeuced while h» 
was chaplain to Archbishop Seeker, to the end of his life; 
aH\d gave the living of Thorlcy in Hertfordshire to her ne- 
phew, the Rev. Tboma* Pennington, the Editor's eldttr 
bvotKer. 

. . >till 
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iwitt certainly come to you, as som sM 'I'hrisrof 
your arrival, and I know both Mrs. and Mfap 
Talbot will wish to see you here. I hear^tbe 
|po$t-beU^ so adieu. 



J^ETTEE CXII. 

Lambetb, October 4, 1?5S^ ' 

More last words, niy dear friend, as I 
was not willing to set out till I had thanked you 
for your letter, and for your kind commission fiwr 
Bay reception in Hill-street, though it will ceiv* 
tainly not be in my power to arail myself oi it, 
as I am, for several reasons, very impatient ip 
get home, where, so far as I am of any use, I 
shall be wanted for settling my domestique with 
two new servants, whom I would gladly establish 
€< mettre en train, against the time of my going; 
to town. Our journey on Tuesday was, from 
the hurry of business, obliged to be postponed 
fpr two days, but it is now absdutely fix^ for 
Thursday, and on Friday, I hope to be at home. 
Jodeed, I most earnestly long to get quietly set- 
tled in ray own apartment, or indulged in reveries' 
on th^ sea-shore, after so many weeks of an u^- 

^ comifortable 
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kpn&rtibla confa^ion, as must neo^iar^r^aittetid 
4^i^:sitttatiQnin which LaiubetU i« at present ^ >; 
. I la^yldnot compass spending a day in town, 
.^s our journey was so long ddayed^ but I took 
the liberty of calling at your house, one day last 
,\veek, for about fiye minutes^ to w^t for an 
answer tq a note.' I was in your dressing-room, 
which, I hope, you will soon animate, and re- 
cover from its present Unnatural state of solitude 
and silence. Indeed, I shall be heartily glad to 
hear you are fixed there, and that you have left 
J9ie gloom and damp of November behind you. 

I have been upwell, but ara now better, though 
J feel nothing of the vivacity of returning health ; 
howeVer, I have gr? at reg^son to be thankful, that 
J am no longer under the apprehension of being^ 
downright ill, in a situation which would have 
been so particularly grievous, and given so niuch 
trouble %q my friends, in such an unsettled state* 
The change of air will do me good, aud getting 
into niy usual train de vie, which I would not 
have quitted, to share any scheme of amusement 
or pleasure, though, as long as I am able, \ hope, 
J shall always be disposed to sacrifice it to the 
distre^es of a friend. 

I rejoice in the prospect of meeting tour dear 
Sylph in town next winter, to which I pleai^e 
fpvself in lo(Aing forward with cheerful hope of 

enjoying 
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efijoyuAgmu' usual society. I am roirry ^or ttoite 
who would be the better for Mrs. Vesey's earlier 
arrival^ that it will be deferred so long ; thotigh 
I shall be perfectly well satisfied to find her in the 
desKghtful blue room the beginning of January. ' 

If report says true^ the Royal Dane will give 
you an opportunity of partalcing of the gatanty^ 
sftows, exhibited for his amusement^ as it is said 
lie is to return after his departure. It seems he 
has a curiosity to see the English manner df 
living in Avinter^ when the town is quite peopled. 
I hope you will do credit to the nation, by making 
a party for him in Hill-street, and the Sylph i^ 
the blue room ; and by this means> I may pejj- 
haps get a sight of him, though probably not ^ 
«hake by the hand, like my nephew, James Pen- 
nington. ' I am told the show upon the river was 
extremely fine, but I was too ill on Friday to at- 
tempt seeing any part of it; and indeed in my 
present situation^ I should scarcely have conjured 
up spirit and activity enough to take any trouble 
about it, even if I had been well, 

I think you have great fortitude in resisting the 
masquerade ticket. I am told, from pretty good 
authority, that our King's compliance with the 
proposal was rather from a forced complaisance 
than a voluntary consent. However, as you ob- 
serve, if masquerades are not to be more fre- 
< ' quent 
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' qiifent In our island, than tlife visits of ISngft* tto 
^reat harm will tiappen ; somft hatm thdte efe*'- 

'*minly is (not to includfe thfe common obje^tlWii) 

^in the Waste 6f time and contrivance, ^ndttte 

' excessive expence to which an idle i^td^tidii 
will letnpt such numbers, as will wish td be 'dte- 

4inguished, even for thfe short duration <tf d^f 

"motley shew. 

' f hav« agreed with you, in wishing that the 

King of Denmark was to see Hamlet, dh t)te 

stage. My nephew saw him at Macbeth, and 

says his Majesty was extremely attentive t6 Mr. 

'Garrick, theirgh I do not fifid that he tin«teiv 
stands a word of English. But Shaki^spear sp^fes 
to the heart, and Mr. Garrick to the senses of 
all mankind. 

Mrs. Pulteney called on me last FVklay, to go 
%vith her to VVrmWedon, to see Miss Sutton, who 
is still there, but is to be brought to her house 

* Mrs. Carter did not live to witness tiiek greater fre- 
quency as Well as splendour, in these Intter days, in Paris as 
IMell as in London. See for an account of these in the foir« 
imercaintal, after Buomparte's first abdicfttion, ** L«tt^>5 
^om ft Lady to Jier Sitter," printed for Longman, &c. J614 ; 
in which thofc ititercsting scenes are delineated with uncom- 
mon spirit, truth-, and elegance. The youthful authoress 
was Mr*. Carter's niece, youngest daughter to her eldest 
l)n>ther, '^ • 

' >^ ill 
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ifi lioncloB this week. Alas I I fear there is too 

jpapch reason tq apprehend, th^t her next stage 

ynH be to ^n abode froiq which ^ she wiU reipoye 

, BO wore. She appears tp ii^e to be in a very 

. dftngerous state, and Mrs. Pulteney h^s sent nje 

a very in4ifferent account of h^r, since we were 

at Wimbledon. Mrs. Pqlteney sets out for Bath 

this week, but proposes to shorten her stay, qn 

.. Miss Sutton's acpount, nor would she go at, all, 

but that she cannot help it, 

Adieu, my dearest friend ; I am going to a 
further distance from you ; but I hope you are 
coming to town, which will bring you nearer y> 
ypur truly affectionate. 



LETTER CXm. 

i 
Deal, December i, 1768, 

It was not till after my letter was dij- 
.patched, that J r^ceiv^d yours, my dear frient^, 
which brought me the account, which your last 
, information had given me so much reason to 
expect. I thought my spirits would have been re- 
'lieved by knowing, that my poor Miss Sutton was 
delivered from a miserable ^tate of lingering 

pain J 
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^ain t and indeed, I do rejoice that she is at Hdi 
l^utl deeply arid tenderly feel her loss. I haveJ 
been Writing to Mrs. Pulteriey on this melah* 
choly subject, vthb had sd perfect an oppoTttiiifty 
of knowing her merits, and who h&s lost a most 
sincere and faithful frierid. '' 'That she was on<S 
day to die/' wds indeed present to bdr thoughts, 
m its most solemn view } and in the last lettef 
1 ever received from her, she reminded me of 
one of our first conversations, which was on the 
awful part which she has now been acting, und 
%r which she Was warned to prepare by an early 
sense o^ the danger of her last illness. 

I perfectly subscribe to your fair and candid 
account of the Duke of Newcastle's administra- 
lion. The decency, and the many amiable cir-* 
cumstances which one has always heard of his 
private life, gives him an equitable claim to the 
best interpretation that tan be given to the most 
exceptionable parts of his public conduct. Every 
allowance certainly ought to be made for the dif-* 
Acuities of sUdi a situation, where the general 
character shews, that wlmt cannot be defended, 
proceeds rather from those difficulties, than froiri 
the natural motions of an unprincipled and wicked 
heart. There never was any reason to supposei 
but that the Duke meant well to the Copstitutionj 
*' ' and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tiid was a real friend isy hi^ -country *. ^ But thi 
prosecution of the best intended measures^ in 
politic Ijfe^ is too often accompanied by isuch 
devi^ions from the simple p^th ^ honesty^ an(| 
$^ried cfn by such vile instjL-uments^ as revolt al| 
the principles of strict morality. , 

J long, to hear that our Sylph is safely land^^ 
an4 safe from the blustering elements of a day 
liJce jJais ; I am writing amidst an uproar of wind 
mid rain. Do pray remind her of writing to me^ 
apd, if she is graceless enough to pmit it^ you 
certainly will let me know ; it is an event too 
important in our society, for you to be in danger 
of- forgetting it. 1 rejoice that Lady Ann Davv- 
sonf is to spend her winter among us. I am 
glad that the roses are still blooming and fresh on 
Hebe's cheeks. I must to my pillow. 

* It niight ako be observed, although a minor consideraT-' 
tiow, that the Duke's splendid manner of living was Sticli ar 
to do honor to the high situation tvhich he fiHed^ And that 
he made no private aiui per^ional advantage qi thftt ^itttationi 
fvas prpvcd by the injury which his fortune received, in^tc9^ 
of advantage, from the high station in which he had been 
placed. 

•fpaiightef of Thomas Fermor^ Earl of Pomfret^ ttnd wife 
to Lord Dartrey, afterwards Lotd Cremorne. She died- i ft 
17SB* ^^^ ^^^ inscriptioti on her monument, drawn up> b^ 
Mrs, Carter, inserted in tlie Alemoin of her Life. 

TtiREiJ 
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Frid0^j 



TrikEE days hag this letter laid in my dSrawer^^ 
tnflnlshed, so ill have I been; bnC to-day li 
dear and fine, and I am determined to write/ 
for fear you should be uneasy. Are you not pe- 
trified> my dear friend^ absolutely so, even by 
jfouir own fire-side ? Then what must 1 be in a 
room penetrated by the freezing wind through 
every channel ? It seems very perverse to fin J 
oneself the better for such weather, yet, thank 
God, I am. 

I do indeed rejoice that de 
safe from the horrors of this i 
though she gave me such a d 
manner of travelling, after she 
ship, as made me shudder, 
most dangerous part of her journey was then 
over, and that, before this time, you have had 
the joy of receiving her safe in the environs of 
BeiAetey-square. The indulgence which that 
situation ^ill afford to the sentimental part of 
her composition, will probably make her amends 
for what her imagination will lose in contem- 
plating the sublime terrors of Penmuenmaur. I 
admire and enjoy your idea of the aquatic enter- 
tainment; but, I believe upon the whole, we 
shkirbe g*ainers by its not taking place. For, as 

it 
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H in not absolutely certain that Mr. Vegey ki tin! 
S^lphe mi&i^ he might have found snch objec- 
tk>nft to wading up to his neek hi water, as might 
bave given bim an invnperable aversion to the 
dear Wue room, and confined him ever after to, 
the terra fimia on the other side of St Geoige's 
diannei. 

You have never told me, that the society at 
Hitcham wa% dissolved. My informant makes - 
grievous lamentation for the scandal which she, 
rapposes this event will refleet on female frieiftd-, 
ship. Possibly it may, but the true state Df the 
ease seems to me,- that people do not tlisagree 
either because they are men, or because they are\ 
women, but becapi^ |bey are human cr^turcs. 
Indeed> it ought to raise no disadvantageous 
ideas of these ladies, that they did not find 
^cm^v^ so happy as they had expected to be. 
in their schema of living together. The <mly er- 
ror \tas the want of consideration, from which 
they embarked in it. Four or five people may 
be very really and strictly united in prindples, 
and the general tendency of their actions, and 
Jet 'every one of them may have separate incli- 
ImtiiHid and dislikes, in subjects of an indifferent 
nature^ which may be all equally innocent^ and 
i$<Httei))icn^ly may liave an equal right to be gra« 
tilled ; which^ in such a scheme, is . impoiisible. 
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oii> firom tiiat sobdrdinatioa by which looit pdinto' 
as>e regulated and determined. But the case k- 
tery different between the independent members* 
of a Tohintary society ; and I beUeve there are very 
tewy if any, instances, in which such a combina^ 
tion does not prove a state of such constant, and 
very nneasy restraint, as is very seldom compen" 
i^d by any advantage, however specious, witlif 
Ifrbich it may have been contemplated. 

I am cbl^;ed to you &r mentioning Mrs. Pol* 
teney's acquisition ; I must be very ungrateful, 
not to feel a very real joy in every add^bn of 
ffo^une she has. God grant her bett^ hmlth to 
ei^oy it. It wa4 very happy that no worae mis». 
chief was done by the riot at Brentford. We 
expected to hear of terrible doings, before th* 
account in tiie newspapers, by a letter from Lou* 
dfttij^ from SE person who saw Broughton in fuU 
majrch, mX the head of his mob. The clmrge 

li^ heavy upqp Sir W. P \ and. if true^ 

ev^ unprejudiced friend to tiberty and order^ 
nust wish for hi* r^ection. 

I must have done writing, and get ready to 
tepeil^ a painty ^ between whichj and that whifib 

/ * iPfislMikly Sb WtlUain Beatiehamp Proctit^ esndMsti 
fiir tiiecfii^y o/Mid<lkfexs2aiiiaSeijimttiO]y«Q. / 
t VOL. It. C ywL 
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you describe in Mffi-street, there is no small dif- 
ference ; for I am engaged this afternoon with I 
know not how many vociferous fat gentlewomen^ 
at penny quadrille. Not but that I could^ with^ 
great tranquillity, make tea for them^ and quietly, 
withdraw my thoughts to a more amusing enter- 
tainment^ than their comments on the black aces, 
voles, sanprendres, &c. &c. But, alas ! it will be my 
woful destiny to entertain a beauty who does not. 
play, but will expect me to be very attentive to 
her, while she makes most fearful counterfeit 
coinage of the current language of this land. 
Adieu, my .dear friend. 

Ever yours, &c. 

P. S. If nothing happens to prevent me, I 
mean to set out from hence on the 27th, spend ^ 
few days at Canterbury and Tunstal, and I hope 
to be iu Clarges-fttreet on the 3d of January. 



LETTER CXIV. 

Tunstal, il% 26, 1769. ' 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my d^ar; 
friend, tow not disappointing my expectations of 

a let- 
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a'tlbtt^. I hepe I may certainjy conclude, fi-oiB 
whbt ynu s^y> tlmt you ^re really better tbaR. 
Yfimrn^ but jt must be a much more .decid«5(t 
amendment^ that ca;n set my heart, at rest. I .anj 
gfcid yoti have given up the Northumberland 
Bcheme;; I could not bear to have you ill ^o far 
out of my reach; most uncomfortable did I fepl 
at leaving London, and I can find very little en- 
joyment of any thing I meet with in the country, 
till this weight is removed from ray.mind. 

I bad the happiness of finding the dear Pen? 
ningtons' all well, thank God ; and I made your 
godson very happy and important by your five 
guineas. I know not whether I have said too 
much about him^ but I only do as you desired, 
and if you are tired, may throw it away like an 
idle book, if it does not amuse you. 

I suppose Mrs. Vesey began her journey yea^ 
terday ; poor soul, I grieve for her, at being 
obliged to set out for so long an absence without 
seeing ypu; but such are the contretems of this 
'^ worky-day'* world. The Pitt family is at 
Malvern, Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar went to them on 
Wednesday, and proposed to stay a day or two 
with them. I feel a comfort in thinking that 
before this, their first sad meeting is over. I 
hope soon to have some account of them all. 
What must poor Mrs. I^itt*8 extreme tenderness 
' / c2 and 
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ttid weak hMJth Imve suffered frcran sticb ft trial 1 
6be attended the sweet boy to the last' Bnch 
•trug^Ies are too powerftil for mere homan 
Mrength to support, but^ God be thanked^ t>iir 
friend has secured a more effectual aid. 

I believe several people have guessed the real 
ttuthor of the Elssay, to be Mrs. Vesey ; but no* 
body ever named it to m^ but Mrs. Dunbar* ; I 
did not own it^ nor could I tell so egr^ious a 
lie, as to deny it, and indeed she was too positive 
to give me an opportunity ; unless I had been a 
more hiurdened sinner than I hope I ever shaft 
be. However, with her tiie secret is perfeetif 
safe; but do net imagine it can possibly be coUt 
cealed. I certainly rejoice^ upon every account; 
in (he justice which the worid does to this fine 
piece of criticism, and very particularly as an 
established character will give an additional 
Weight to whatever you produce on a more se* 
rious and important sul^ect. Tliere is no doubt 
great merit in every work that heips to polhh Uie 
understanding, and give an innocent (tnd im- 
proving amusement to the imagination; ImtH 

* Tfais is not tdry clearly eatpressed ; but the iMf ningrjii 
that only Mifs. Dunbar in direct terms esipressed to Mrs. 
Carter her decided opinion that the Essay was written fay 
Mrs. Meatagu, though several had guessed that Mrs« Vesey 

vas the author, 

2 would 
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Would give me infinite joy, to see sftch talents n* 
your's more immediately consecrated to this honor 
and i^nrice of Him from whom yon receiTed 
them. God grant you long health and life^ to 
derive every possible advantage wbidi they ai^ 
ea^i^ie of bestowing on yourself in this world ! 
And, if properly employed, an eternity of glory 
in that to come* 

I am sure you will be so kindly attentive to my 
(M^citude about your health, as to let me hear 
often from you ; however short the letters may 
b^ if they tell me that you are getting well, 
they will be a cordial to the heart of your truly 
affectionate. 



LETTER CXV, 

tiesA, June if, 1769. 

I All much obliged to you, my d€^ 
friend, for yotf r kind letter, though it grieved m^ 
to think of it as an appendix to so much Jttigue^ 
iiHleed I greatly fear that if you do not moderate 
4be task of writing, especially now that your 
irtalth has lieen sp much shaken, you will biing 
back your fwe* again, I hope the weatUcr will 
. . I isoon 
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goon admit of your going to Sunning Hill, fwl 
have much dcpendance on the waters for restor- 
ing your strength. I should think myself very 
happy in that share of your contemplations and 
f ocial hours to which you so kindly invite me ; 
but it really is not in my power to quit my post, 
80 soon after I am returned to it. 

Mr. Harris, I believe, being more of a phi- 
losopher than a poet, it is no great wonder that 
he objects to your not paying more profound re- 
verence to the rules of Aristotle ; and I being 
rather more of a poet tlian a philosopher, do ex- 
ceedingly approve your paying no more atten- 
tion to them than they deserve : Aristotle is, no 
doubt, very respectable from an amazing depth 
and precision of understanding ; but it was un- 
enlivened by a single ray of poetic genius, and 
utterly destitute of the colouring of imagination. 
Indeed, he seems to have been such a mere 
scientific being, as to discover very little symp- 
tom of any affections of the heart ; and if, ac- 
cording to Mr. Locke's question, one could sup- 
pose, that to an iron poker could be supemdded 
a faculty of thinkii^, that iron poker would be 
neither more nor less than an Aristotle. I am 
"Undone if you ever repeat this flippancy before 
any devotee of the Stagyrite. One would be 
tempted however to think, that, in some degree, 

Mr. 
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'Mn Harris was not absolutdy of a different opi^ 
nion> from that torn which he gives to one pas- 
sage in Ari8totIe*8 poetics, by which he repre- 
sents htm as declaring, that the end of tragedy 
is to eradicate the passions of terror and pity. 
I have often desired you to look upon this pax- 
sage. Mr. Harris is so accurate a judge, both 
of the Greek language, and the Greek philoso- 
phy, that it ought to be with the utmost diffi- 
dence that I dissent from him ; yet I cannot help 
suspecting, that his Stoical prejudices warped 
llis judgment, and gave a twist to the meaning 
of the author in this place. Do pray consider it, 
and give me your opinion. It is in the 86ih page 
of the first volume *. 

I am very sorry for the terrible stroke to Mr. 
Burke's fortune. Indeed one has long had reason 
to be sorry, when he quitted the elegant and 
amiable studies in which he was so well qualified 
to shine^ and the tranquil ploasures of select 
society, for the turbulent schemes of ambition, 
and the tricks of political life f . What do you 

town 

♦ " Three Treatises," 2d edition. 

t Mn. Carter's opinion, then, concerning this celebrated 
statesman, and man of letters, appears to have been exactly 
ftimilar to that of another eminent female writer, who is still 
living an ornament and a blessing to her country, whose 

iwbole 
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fmt in town of Uie preient state df nfikuivr TH 
ppirit of discontent sceibs diffismed through Iho 
nation^ and it is t^rfble to think dn whlit may bo 

the consequi^nce^ Heaven direct the K to 

re|mir the mischi0& that have ariaen A'om the ill 
conduct. Off the ignorance of his miniater^ and 
to dis^point the machinations of faction. > 

I had a letter from our dear Bylph last nigh^ 
dated on the 8th from Lycan ; she seemed to be 
well, and had an extremely fine passage. Bitt 
t;be wmds which favoured her ao much <xa Hm 
aea^ gave her great pertarbiNtion on dry bind, by 
^hanging, and thereby preventing the a«riv^ of 
|he paccjij^, whichushe hoped would convey tet 
some news of her friends in Gng^d. By ttna 
time, probalriy/she mayJbave received a letter 

wbole time from her youth has been employed in the cpdes^^ 
ytntr to do good. "^ 

*^ Here once Hortensias lov'd to sit 

Apo€tate n»w from social wit ; 

Ahi why in wrangUngfteQiUeswaite. . .t 

Tbe^blest garts^ the happiefttJ^t^Jt ) -^ .'...; 

Why democratic thunders wield. 

And quit the Aflises calmer field ? 

Taste thou the gentler joys they give; 

\Vi|h Horace*, and witt JUHusf live,*' 

Mrs. Hah HAH Mo^^^'s •< Bas Bleu,*^ 
^ Horace VValpole, afterwards Earl of Orford* 
' ' 4 Mr. afterwards Sir William Waller ?epyi. 

ftom 
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teii me wludi wttl make her baf^y m aii^i^^^ 

c«ant of the nemoval of jromr iar«r, : , ^ 

' My spirite ave low and fluttering By the deitK 

^f my poor aant to-day. She 'had beeib long^ 

fo a weak and unceftain state t but the last 

9ibnkm was very sudden, and^ I thank God, 9M 

tasy as poraihle^ wHhoot a pain of a f trngi^le; 

it ongbt ta be considered as a m^cifnl release, 

before h«r Kfe was grown totally uncomfortable, 

m^ it most probably wouM have been, if she had 

contintied much lohger, from losing her'sig^, of 

fiihich there was great danger. Her havhig left 

thiahomse, while I was in London, frmn the in* 

convenient situation of the rooms, has been a 

fortunate cinmmstance, as it has placed all the 

sad ceremonies of the last melancholy scene at a 

distance. I was afraid Mrs. Douglas would be 

greatly hurried by this event, as her nerves and 

spirits bare l^en in a miserable state ever since 

she lay in. But Mr. D. has just called oiv roe, 

and says she js better than he expected. She is 

now beginning to take the bark, which I hope 

will be of great service to her ; and as soon as 

$he is able to get out, she must change the 

air. 

t had a letter this week from Mrs. Howe, who 
inentioi^ tjie general applause given to the Essay 
by all whom she has heard name it; and adds, 

that 
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Atat n0body whom she has met witii gaeiset at 
f&e duthor. ttow can the people be so dotL 

I am glad you found so much reason to be 
Incased with your nrece^ and hope she will avail 
JkevseV of her natural advantages^ which, I agree 
with you, are the best calculated for bappmess ; 
tboiigh not so well adapted to a short triumph, as 
ff Aey were more striking. I can tell nothing 
^►f y^nr godson at present^ but hope to receive a 
^ood account of them all soon^ as Mr. and M rs^ 
Peraaington were to return to Tunstal to-day. 
Only James went with them into Berkshire ; and 
Thomas* and Montagu were left to the care of aa 
cxcdlent good neighbour^ who will be repaid at 
fiur as^an infinite dealc^ conversation can go to^ 
waFds her amusement. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I designed to have 
teist my letter by this day's post, but was prc- 
irented, so it must wait till to-morrow. I am 
ever. 

Most faithfully, &c. 



Digitized by Vj.OOQ IC 



S7 
LETTER CXVI. 

Deal, July 25, 1769. 

Every post, since I concluded you re- 
turned to London, I have expected with greal 
impatience^ my dearest friend, to receive an ac* 
count of your being arrived there ; and the con-- 
stant disappointment of my hopes has rendered 
me extremely uneasy, from the apprehension of 
your not being well, which is the more alarming 
from your having told me that the town is M 
unhealthy. A letter from Mrs. Pennington oft 
Tuesday, informed me you set out a day later on 
your journey than you had mentioned to me, 
which I am glad I did not know sooner, as I 
comforted myself extremely, during the storm ou 
Sunday, with the thought that your journey had 
ended the day before. I had a solitary contem- 
plation of the whole progress of it, as I had sent 
my maids to Church, which I knew would be too 
hot and crowded in the afternoon for my head. 
I saw it from my window descending the hill, and 
spreading darkness and disorder all round it, till 
the whole landscape was lost in confusion. In a 

a short 
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short time it reached this spot^ and the impetiiout 
fury of the wind raised the dust in such a manner 
as if the earthrWas tearing; up b^ the roots. It 
thundered and lightened at the same time^ but 
that -waft nothing;^ compared to the whirlwind. 
The whole of it did not last above five or six 
ifihiotes^ I "believe^ including the violent rain in 
which it ended ; and^ as its duration was so short;^ ' 
it is probable tb^ tempest raighl be lacal^ and I 
hope did not reach you. » 

I have a tboqiand thaakls io return you fbf 
your kindtt$it to us here, thougb it tfawtifies me^ 
that thef shortness of yoiir stay would itot allow 
me to^ feiider it niore amusing toyou^ wfaidi I 
am l^iire it would have if you cmfld'have seen the 
emriton^ of this place. I fell an ineiq[Hr^ihte 
pleasure in tte sight of you; wbkh roaioved that 
unokinfortable feeliog which Md h»raised my 
mind at leaving Lctedon without seeing yoA. I 
lear^ indeed; the treakness and confiision of v^ 
jioor vrretehed head^ might have made me rimit 
^methihg or other for your accommodaficm ; 
huA you too well know the disposttioii of my 
liewt not to excuse it. I went to my pillow alii 
•oon as yoit left us^ and could not: faoht iqpr fceiA 
morning till n%fat the two following days, an4 
l^ed/hav^ seld^tn be^A^i^ood for anything evef 
. ' siuce. 
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kmxsB, m> itet I tan incJce no<kio$'^lBy ibfetad^ 
luid leisui;^^ iMit a mere repose. 

The Pennington^^ exprest theimelTes mndk 
obliged* t0'3^u for «o4iindly givmg them an op- 
portunity of waiting on you^ aiid I heartily thank 
you for it Montagu deafened his fietther and 
inpther alT the way home in the vehemence of his 
eul«giums mi you ; and the next morning waked 
his brothers^ by declaring^ *^ m^pdy is like her^ 
'' nobody is like her." What an early discern- 
im^t tha mon^eji has. Alas^ my heart sinks 
within me while I am writing this^ from having 
Just read, an article m tiie papers relating to 
jfvirebt WiUiiuh Boscawen. I woiild fiun persuade 
myself iobope ttmt news is so often fklse^ diat 
possibly this may not be true, If it iS| God rap^ 
port and comfort his poor mother under sath a 
stroke t 

. Mrs. Primrose and Mrs. Underdown ^afe-ex^ 
^ected home to-morrow^ my hthm ^^ Mnr. 
i)ol]^;las^on to*niorrow se'nmght/<M* the'b^gin* 
«iin§^ of. the week after. We are to have com- 
pany Yrorid London about that tiibe; but I be- 
lieve tfaey will iQake but a «h6rt stay ; and^ as 
aoosi as they are gone, if it please God my lather 
h tdiembfy Well, I am at your service to attend 
j<m at Sttming HilL But I can think on no- 
thing wHb pleasure tiH I bear .from yott> and nty 

heait 
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so 



hcKPt is at edse by the knoviiedge that itui not iU 
health which has prevented your wntipg^* Adieii^ 
p^y dearest friend^ I am ever^ 

Most faithfully, &c. 



LETTER CXVIL 

Deal, July 25, l?^?. 

I HAD writ to you, my dear friend, on 
the day before I received your first letter, but, by 
the second which I had the pleasure of receiving 
il^m you last night, I believe, mine had n6ttben 
reached you, as it would have informed you of 
the situation of my affairs here, £Uid that it will 
be scarce posi^ble for me to set out next week. 
Mr. Douglas was at Woodchurch yesterday ; and 
my father and Mrs. Douglas, I believe, do not 
return home till Wednesday. But what keeps 
me from being able to fix exactly on the time of 
my journey, is the not having heard certainly 
when our company from London propose to 
come^ or how long they will stay. The engage- 
ment was made before 1 left town ; and, as they 
are relations of my aunt, with whom we live on 

very 
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wi^ frienily tenns^ I taimot |K»tll^ le«>re SMl 
Just tits tbey come. I am the more particalairty 
desirous of showing them any ciTiIity ni my 
power, as my uncle was very fond of them, and 
would, if he knew it, be pleased with a €oniti« 
miance of good will between the families. He m 
dead ; hvtt the obligations I had to him ought 
always to preserve my regard and gratitude to 
his memory alive. Nothing but this engagement 
should have prevented ray setting out in a day xff 
two after my father's return, for, indeed, I am 
very impatient to get to you. While I thoaght 
there was no probability of my eoming to you to 
Sunping JAiW, I never considered whether it 
wimkl be agreeable to me or not; but i»»w i 
nhnil aet^mi <^^n amor By and with great pleasnrs 
mitidpate the schemes which you so.kitKlly pro- 
p<Me our €i\joying t(^then The wretched situa^ 
tion of my health will sometimes come across the 
dftUglitful hqies that I form in being with you, 
biM; I fl^ver suffer myself to dweQ on it ; but am 
rather willing to believe that the watere may do 
lae good. My thoughts are ia perfect sympathy 
w^ith .yours, on the joy of our running wild tc^e- 
ther in Windsor Forest, and in transporting our- 
selves Jback to the scenes of other times, while we 
are sauntering through the soleom apartments of 
tbecastle# 

U 
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* It 18 a grtet comfort to me to hear that peor 
Mrs. Boscawen supports her heavy misfortmie 
vMi 80 mach resignation ; may the Duchess of B ^ 
he enabled to bear her's with the like oom^ 
postare. 

Mrs. Primrose and Mrs. Underdown are ra«* 
turned to Deal ; and Mrs. U. bids me teU yoa 
that she thinks her»slf very unfortunate ia aol 
having got a sight of you while yon were ia 
Kent. Mr. Douglas goes to Canterbury to? 
HHHTow^ and^ as it is possible Mrs, Vemou and 
Mi^s Yardley may be there^ I hope to get sooie 
intelligence when they propose to ccMue^o Bei^ . 
and how long they will ^y. As looa as evei I 
can fix on a time for my setting out,, I WtU wiile. 
to you immediately. 1 am much obUgod to^yM * 
for the ^er of a bed in Hill-street^ which.! mpjK 
gibdiy accept. I am glad little MaH. is to alaj 
with his uiicle^ as bis pratUe will be great amuft- 
ment to him. Adieu^ my dearest friend^ I mat/t 
go. dress myself for a visit to which I tetve-^o 
kiiid of natural appetite^ but as a mwe di^twm 
Be so good to give my very affeeliouata klrala 
Mrs. Dunbar when you see her. 1 hMO' m/t 
heard from her i^w age. I am^ 

Most faithfully, it^ - * 

• '. . , t I. 

* I'robabiy the Duchess of Beaufort^ Mrs. .BgiCSweo's . 

* * , ,^^ ^ .^ 

4»ughtcr% 
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LETTER €XVI1I. 

Hill-street, Aug. 7, 1769* 

H1SR8 I am, my dearest fiiend, regret- 
ting your ateence, but comforting myseif with 
Ule hopfe of meeting you on Thursday. I ra- 
cefred your letter on my arrival here, and have 
cominiintcated your directions lo Israel ; and in 
ordar that I may be sure, so far as depends oa 
m^ te meet you at Belfont, by two o'dock on 
n%miay, thaH m calculate the matter with the 
ikPf»i as for him to set me down there at one ; 
mtti hemaydtspcnrt himself, and his horses, tili 
Mm. So^ hts a demand tipon them. While I 
iii#ig;a myselfunder some green tree in thinking 
of yw, aad tibe happiness which awjetits me, tifi 
yoci«rive. 

Am I foaied the coming from I>eid in one day 
a[i^fht.Jm oran &%ue than eitli^ I or my head 
€0«ld jMar, I Mt ont yesterday early enough to 
gctto Caaeteibttry by nine o'clodc in the morning, 
so. as neither to prevent myself »or my skiver 
fraa gIMg to charch* I dined with my ,good 
old friend Mrs. lijrnch ; and after evening pray% 
crs, set out with an intention of passing the 

WQL. u. D nifht 
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night at Tunstal, but met dear Mrs. Pennington 
on the road going to Canterbury. She would 
have turned back with me, but I would not allow 
it, but pursued my journey to Rochester, though 
not without feeling a very strong pull at my 
heart, on passing the turning to Tunstal, with- 
out going to see my nephews r it seemed quite 
unnatural;, and saddened my way to Rochester, 
where I did not arrive till it yms quite darL 
This morning I arrived safely here befwe one, 
but 1 caaaotteH you how dreary every room 
loeks witliout yon, I intend to dine with Mt«. 
Borgrave, and in the evening take a nice walk. 
I hope the difference of motion will get the 
whkl of the post-chaise out of my head^ and set 
vm soundly to sleep. 

Jkcael hears the usual report of ^^ a» well as 
can be expected" to your enquiries. He heard 
at Mrs* Boflcawen's that she was gone to the 
Duchess *. I was in hopes, that in her retired 
situation, the knowkdge of this^ unhappy ircci- 
dent might have been concealed, till the poor 
Duchess was out of danger. Yet perhaps thig 
sad variety of misfortune may have its use, in 
preventing her thoughts from totally fixing on 
^ne subject. 

* Of Beaufort, her daughter, 

I propose 
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I propose to set out for Richmond to-mofrow, 
that 1 may get a sight of my dear Miss Talbot, 
from whom I have received but very indifferent 
accounts; I shall return at night, in order for 
my city business on Wednesday. I should have 
had more time with my friends there, to have 
gofti6, after tny business in the city, and staid all 
night; when the chaise might have takeil tne u^ 
on Thursday nibrning, but as Israel could ghe 
no very clear account of the situation of Rich- 
mond, with respect to Be!font, I thought it better 
fbrfear of making any blundei's, and being bfe* 
yohd the hour you have named, to proceed di- 
rectly from totrn oti Thursday, 
' Mrs. ifowe is expected in town to-nrmrro^, io 
that I hope I shall get a sight of her : it canAot 
he'ttiOte, for my time is fully disposed of. Adieu, 
mjr dearest friend; my kind compliments to Mrs. 
Siftott lam sure I nded not tell you how iittp^ 
tierttly 1 long to get to you, nor the deKght tfH^ 
thOTffhts of it gives me, being yours, &C. 



p9 
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LETTER CXIX. 

Hill-street, Ociober 1, 175p. 

Here I am, my dear friend, so far ad- 
Tan<^d an my journey, and am happy to hear 
that you are prosperously arrived to the end of 
your's. I came from Richmond this morning, 
and left Miss Ti^bot, 1 hope, in a better way^^ 
than when I last saw her. She is, alas ] at bes^ 
in so helpless and suffering a state, ^ deeply 
affects me ; and yet I cannot but hope, she will 
struggle through it, ais she has no, consumptive 
symptoms, and her incapacity of walking arises 
from the pain and debility in her limbsj not froni 
weakness, belonging to her general coostituf ipn. 
She sleeps tolerably well, and takes as much nop* 
rishment as one could wish, and tboiig^ fiot wittt 
appetite, neither is it with aversion. H^r ey^^ 
look clear and Hvely, and her hair, which caiqq 
off last year after her illness so much, as to leavii 
many bald places on her head, is now g^wn thick 
and strong, and has in a good degree recover^ji 
itgcotour, which I filwuld hope was a very pro- 
mishig sign. The chi^ thing which alarms m« 
if her being so terribly fallen away. 3he rises 

about 
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about ten o'clock^ and sits ap till six^ then lies 
down on a couch till towards eighty and gets a 
little nap^ and after that sits up till ten. I men- 
tion all these circumstances^ as you bid me be 
very particular. The patience and cheerfulness 
with which she supports so many many months of 
pain and languor^ and the divine composure of 
her mind^ 'with regard to the event, is beyond 
description, and are the fullest proof <^ what 
Christian piety and hope can do for those who 
truly believe and trust, where trust is never dis- 
appointed. Poor Mrs. Talbot's spirits rise and 
f^U, with every variety of Miss Talbot's health ; 
yet notwithstanding the constant agitation (^ b^r 
mind, she is, I thank God, perfectly weU ; a bles- 
sing of the utmost consequence to my poor friend^ 
and most particularly so in her present situation. . 
After sinking my spirits, by dwelling on thi9 
affecting subject, I will endeavour ta raise then^ 
by reflecting on the happiness I eiyoy by seeing 
^ou arrived, to the comfortable prospect of less 
precarious health, than a few weeks ago I could 
have allowed myself to hope. Let me, my dew 
friend, most earnestly intreat you to guard against 
the temptation <rf returning spirits and activity, 
and not suffer ih&n to hurry you into that close 
ifpplication to study or business, which, till your 
cdtistkution is more perfectly strengthened, would 

too 
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too probably undo all the good you have received 
at Sunning-hill It is certainly very difficult, to 
the vlvlicity of a mind like your's, ever to be at 
rest^ while it feels itself in possession of the 
powers of action; but pray cpnsider that these 
powers are very dangerous edged tool$, and are 
to be used with the utmost caution, in a constitu- 
tion like your's. Your submitting to the task of 
being idle (and to you, I well know, a grievousi 
task it is) before you are too much tired, to be 
incapable of exertion, might, now your health 
seems disposed to take a favorable turn, perfectly 
establish it by another year. The straining it, 
before it is in some degree settled, may deprive 
you both of all power of application, and deaden 
every enjoyment for the remainder of your life. 
Nor can you shew a higher sense of your grati- 
tude to that kind and merciful Power, who has 
thus blessed you with renovated health, than by 
taking a proper care of it. I am certain this 
reason will operate on your mind, whether my^ 
entreaties do or not. 

I have a thousand thanks to make you for the 
happiness I enjoyed with you at Sunning. I 
know not bow lasting its effects may be on my 
health, but I am secure of the happiness of having 
passed so many weeks in conversing with you, 
much to my advantage, pleasure, ^nd sypreme 

satis- 
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8l4frfacMo^ii *• What would I hav« given in ray. 
solitary drive to Richmond, fijr a view of that 
haMi fttce with which I have so often quarrelled, 
when I thought myself entitled to the whole, and 
yet whether you chose to travel the same road or 
not, I certainly carried you all the way with me. 

Se ben non veggor gli occhi cio che vede 
Ogni ora il core - 

I had a thousand thanks to make you, and a 
thousand things to say to you, which I waa 
obliged to leave unsaid. It was with the utmost 
difficulty I prevailed on myself not to turn back 
again, before I got down stairs. And I wished 
to turn back again every step of the way I went, 
but I felt that my path laid straight forward, and 
that I must pursue it : my heart was divided be- 
tween the friend 1 had left, and the dear sufferer 
I was going to see, and to whom I hoped my pre- 
sence might bring some comfort : that thought 
reconciled me to our separation, which thank 
God is not for long, I hope and trust. I have 
still got the nosegay you gave me at parting, and 



Ille potens sui 



Laetusque deget, cui licet in diem 
Dixisse vixi ' j 



Non tamen irritum 



Quodcunque retro est cfficiet. Hor. 

I con- 
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I contented myself with kissing the. rosed and 
myrtles because they had belonged to yon, and 
by this pleasure solaced myself, to the great sur- 
prize of John, who, 1 dare say, often wondered 
what charm the flowers possessed* Where are 
you now? and what are you about ? pray write 
soon, and let me know all about you, for I am 
very anxious. I hope you have not been the 
worse for the approach of this doleful weather,; 
I think I never recollect any thing equal to the 
damp heat of the air last night. I several times 
put my head out of doors, to observe it, as an 
extraordinary curiosity. It was^ I believe^, to the 
full, as hot as the steams from the fountain of 
Bourscbet. Tuesday was a tolerable day, and 
Mi's. Talbot and I took an airing. I could not 
help being struck by the dijBerence of that coun- 
try, from what I had just left In the environs 
of Windsor, all was great, and solemn, and sub- 
lime ; the views from Richmond-hill are the very 
perfection of the riant and the beautiful. The 
scenes of Windsor are admirably calculated, by 
their grandeur, to sober the flutterings of the 
mind, when it is disposed to be too volatile and 
gay ; and the sweet smiling cheerful Iw^sc^c 
of Richmond to cheer the spirits when they are 
clouded and depressed. 

Molly desires me to tell you, Mr. Stuart has: 

been 
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IfeMi h^fetw6bp%!iree times since you went away; 
Itft h^ isf at present fairly driven away by the 
workmen, and iHe, poor soul, groans and laments 
tier^elf most terribly at the dirt they make. I ani 
gtttd to hear you got home in such good time. 
6^taiii Hood saw me set off, and would fain have 
convinced me of the absurdity of not taking the 
sborteBt road. But I felt not the least inclination 
td quit the turnpike^ besides it seemed likely to 
r&in, and in crossing the ferry I might have ren- 
d^ed my only gown unfit for wearing. Now 
however suitably one might run wild in a state 
of nature over Bagshot-heath, such a proceedings 
might hAve been deemed indecorous by the civi- 
Iteed atid well-dressed gentry of such a populous 
tbWnf as Richmond. 

I saw Miss Pinch yesterday ; she looked in high 
bfeauty ; Lord Winchelsea, to their great comfort^ 
is quite *well. Miss Kitty Cambridge, poor thing, 
has got a nervous fever. I would have called on 
therii, but was afraid of doing too much, as my' 
head was not inclined to be very good, and 1 was 
afraid I should render myself incapable of being 
aby lit^ amusement to Mrs. Talbot. I came to 
tdWii eariy to-day, thinking there might be some 
cdn^missibiis from home for me to do, but to my 
great comfort there are not any, for it has rained 
ineesskntly. I have not attempted to stir out. I 

hope 
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faape to get to Tuostal to-morrow, to see my d^ 
filter and the l)oys; and on Saturday I hope ti? 
i^ficb home^ where I expect to fiud a letter fro^ 
you, iny deadest friend. 



LETTER CXX. 

Deal, October 5, 17^9. 

Yovn letter, which reached me won 
after my arrival here, made me very happy, my 
Rarest friend, by so comfortable an account of 
your health. It was the best cordial that could 
be applied to cheer my spirits, when I found my- 
self set down at such a distance from you, after 
having been f(^ so many weeks accustomed to 
the possibility of seeing you every hour. 

Israel and Mary as usual took gr^t careof me» 
He had a very bad cold, and I fear it cannot be 
jnended, as he had got wet through in the city 
that dismal day when I was in town. The.sui) 
^hcme gaily on ray journey the next mc^ni^^^ 
and the weather was extremely pleasant both 
days. I got to Tunstal before dinner was over, 
ftnd found them all by dint of bark tolerably 
weH, though Montagu's ague make§ him lo<A 

pale. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



43. 

pale. He ib mighty notable with a watcjh which 
has been purchased with your kind present to. 
him. I hud the happiness, I thank God, pf find* 
ing all my friends here very well I i»eyer saw 
my &ther look better, and Mrs. Douglas h^ in, 
great degree lost her nervous complaints. 

I hope you will still persevere in the laudable 
practice of putting a walk between each letter 
which you find yourself obliged to write, by which 
I am persuaded ycm will upon the whole lose no 
tirne, for it is too probable that uninterrupted 
application would bring back all your disorders, 
^nd render you incapable of any application at 

mi 

I have not seen Mr. G.'s apology. I am glad 
to find, for his own sake, that he does justice to 
the Essay. I perfectly agree with you that a 
modest apology ought to soften the asperity of 
the critics, and indeed if he had made no such 
apology, it seems to be an unnecessary and ill- 
natured task to scrutinize the defects of a pieces 
which might be produced more from the occasion 
than from any design of a display of talents in 
the writer. The most exceptionable part of the 
^de *, so far as I recollect it, is that which pos- 

*v The Editor does not know who Mr. G, was, nor is he 
acquainted with the Ode here alluded to ; but he entirely 
coincides in opinion with his venerable relation concerning 
the expression to which she objects. 

sibly 
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wbly the criticg may not censure. " Tfae Goi 
a our Idolatry*' is a horrid expression^ and very' 
nearly approaching to blasphemy. I do not bc- 
fieve Mr. G. meant it as such^ perhaps he did not 
very clearly know what he meant, but the playing^ 
with such expressions is a shocking abuse of 
words. Perliaps Mr. G. might be able to quote 
too many examples of the same kind of levity in 
too many other writers ; but no examples can 
justify a wrong practice : and words of sacred 
import ought never to be applied but to the sub- 
ject to which they are strictly appropriated. If 
this was universally observed, they would never 
be uttered or received without an impression of 
that awe which would fix the strongest guard on 
the mind. 

When I was in town, I wrote to Mrs. Howe 
to beg she would commission somebody to give 
me an account of her, as I was going out of the 
reach of any other information. She has kindly 
answered my letter herself, and gives me the satis- 
faction of knowing that her health has not been 
injured, except frotn some degree of nervous 
complaints. She is at present in town, which I 
am sorry for, as she thinks the air of the country 
did her good. But perhaps the being obliged to 
exert herself in business, may be a useful variety 
to her : she inquires kindly after your healthy of 
which I propose to inform her very soon. 

I have 
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I have had a quiet solitary afternoon^ whidi 
has indulged me in full leisure to attend to the 
distance between us, and to feel that I cannot 
now on one side of a door ask how you do^ nor 
hear you on the other kindly invite me to come 
in. However one must submit to these separa- 
tions, which are unavoidable in a world of so 
many interfering engagements; and when one 
can look backward with tenderness and pleasure, 
and forward with reasonable hope, the interme- 
diate time ought to be passed in cheerful con- 
formity to the general conditicHi of all mortal en- 
joyments. 

I am so apprehensive of the pernicious effectf 
ofw;ritin^ on your health, that 1 most earnestly 
intreat you never to send me a long letter. If 
you can but let me kno\v you are well, and sbpoe- 
times think on me, it will be the most important 
intelligence you can convey. I have not heai^ 
from Miss T. since I wrote to you last. Adieu^ 
my dear friend. I am ever. 

Most faithfully, Ac/ 



I :),. 
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Dv&], Oceohfr 12, 1769. 

A THOUSAND thanks^ to you my dearest 
friend, for making me happy by suqh a delightful 
account of your health, and of the method which 
you take to continue it Though I have all ima- 
ginable partiality for the pretty, little, innocent 
amusements which you propose, I am rather 
scandalized that, when you wer6 thinking ovep 
$0 many harmless divertisements, you did ttot 
wish for me, who, I think, could answer all 
manner of quiet pastimes, and entertain you with 
8uch pretty kind of talk, as would be in no case 
8uch an exercise of your understanding, as could 
at all injure your health. 

I had a note last night from Miss Talbot, to tell 
ine that she thinks she is mending, though, I 
fear, by almost imperceptible degrees ; but I am 
thankiful* for any alteration for the better. She 
mentions your kind present to her, and longs to 
thank you, but seemed fearful she could not 
write, which is painful to her, and, I believe^ 
wished me to make her excuses to you. 

I am sure you will grieve to hear of the dan^ 
'gerous state of Lord Winchebea's healthy ^oor 

Lady 
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Lady Charlotte Finch*s virtaes have had ttatiy A 
severe trial to encounter ; but, I trust, she ti^ifl 
always find a support proportioned to them. 
When I was at Richmond Miss Finch told me 
her brother was pretty well, except some kind o^ 
languor. Since that time his illness has proceeded 
with such astonishing rapidity, that his friends artf 
nnckr the most melancholy apprehensions. The 
symptoms are very alarming; and the family 
constitution renders them more so. I believe 
this young man discovered every disposition that 
could glad the heart of such apparent as Lady 
Charlotte, and his loss, if it pleases God to re* 
iliove Wm, wifl be attended by every aggravating 
<*nrcumstance, that great advantages of external 
situation can give it. I had, on Saturday nigh^ 
A short, but very affecting letter from Miss Finch, 
£o tell me they were to set out for Nice the next 
day. Her own affliction, on the account of the 
danger of a brother whom she most tenderly 
loves, seems to yield to the solicitude she is 
under for L«ady Charlotte. They are both most 
deeply distres*; but both, I find, express thei 
n^ost perfect resignation to the Divine Will 

To day gives one some prospect of a cbange ot 

tiiifi direful weather which has continued ever 

since I came home. I have but twice been ^ble 

to take a short walk; but as soon as the wayy^ 

9 are 
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we jMUftable^ I design to travel o?er hill and da}e^ 
M fttr as njy feet can carry me. I haye feared 
that this miserable damp would render Sandleford 
dangerous to you ; but am rejoiced to find you., 
can treat a cold de haut en has. 

Mr. Penn is greatly mended since we saw Missi 
Penn and Miss Treame. He swallows solids 
very well, uses great exercise without fatigu^^ 
feels more refreshed by sleep, and walks nearly 
as well as ever ; so, I think, there is reason to 
hope, that the blessing of this good man's life 
may be still continued to his family. 

Ply as far as you will, my dear friend, into 
the regions of imagination, and I will eugage to 
meet you half way. I perfectly i^ubscribe to your 
scheme, and will very readily leave all common 
topics, and all common sense, to the dull mortals 
who are plodding below, as mere useless incum* 
brances in our etherial excursions; Uiere is no. 
manner of danger but we shall easily recover 
them, when we drop again into this thick at- 
mosphere, and return, as return we must^ to the 
ordinary transactions of vulgar terrestrial life. 
We might have been most nobly i " 

le to all but each 

>wn to me this aftem 

a; and, after your 

)f this ethereal necl 
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iMiMcienf' excursion, you might have returned 
bkck to Sandleford, and reposed it by soberlj 
reasoning over your mutton broth. To mere 
reason, indeed, it is very necessary that, after 
all our flights, we should descend, not only as.it 
is a good Useful drudge in the business of commoa 
life, but a remedy against our pride. Reason 
i^fves to demonstrate the present narrow state of 
tBd human mind, while imagination elevates us 
by a confused discovery of its future greatness/ 

1 am in some pain about the effect which you 
may feel from this severely cold wind; but, I 
hope, however, you cannot find it by many de- 
grees so cold as we do on this unsheltered coast, 
for my own part I am in perfect charity with aU 
weather that is neither damp nor frosty; not-* 
withstanding that this violent, howling wind ha^ 
frighted away all the autumnal beauties from my 
walks, and Is so outrageous that I can make but 
short excursions. 

I wish the Duchess of B; could have seen yoj. 
bcflbre she set out, as I fancy it must have beea 
some . comfort to her. I agree 
heartily pitying her situation, and f 
iT'libse, who are strongly markec 
iBLdvantages,^ should be early taU] 
Q^titiof always subsist on mere r 
ancl that there are many occasions^ 

• ^L. II. E posses- 
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possefisors of tiches^ learning, or greatness^ willr 
be far from finding the consolations which they^ 
most need, in a reflection that tliey are rich^ or^ 
learned, or great. The various accidents of life, 
must often rob the inind of all its resources in 
artificial distinctions, and strip it to the natural 
feelings of unsophisticated humanity. In this^ 
forlprn and helpless state, which so muclt needs, 
the consoling tenderness of personal attacbmeujt^. 
the offices of friendship will be ill supplied to 
those unhappy sufferers^ whose misguided aim has 
fa^n rather tx> exact admiration and homage, 
than to conciliate love ; and they will be oblige^ 
t0 ccmtent themselves with the cold tribute of 
gt^eral compassion, instead of finding iheirsuf* 
fi^ripgs soothed and alleviated by the affectionate 
]f|af ticipatipn of an appropriated heart \ 

I have r^ad only a few of Mr. Shenstone's let- 
ters, and they rendered me m^lancholy^ from 
nearly the ^mo impressions as they made on you,. 
Poor man he was in a lamentable situation, if his 
social . affections, were, confined in^rely to tiis 

♦ This whole sentiment seems expressed with singular and 
curious ft:licity of language. And many of thi^ distinguished 
class of society, have probably " closed their long glories 
*' with a sigh," from the causes here so ably unfolded, with- 
out knowing precisely to what their vexation and disappoint* 
xnent were to be attributed. 

brotjier 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



61 

brother authors, as such connections formed ofi 
sameness of profession, are to be considered 
rather as leagues, than as friendships ; and 
people may be strongly united in a common 
cause, while they feel very little kindness or com- 
fort as individuals. 

Notwithstanding your reproaches and «uspi« 
tions, I shall really honor you as an author^ as 
1 honor you as the owner of a coal mine, if, as 
ybu mokt use of the opportunities which the one 
affords you, of assisting the wants of the little 
iVorld, you employ all the additional weig^it aftd 
iHustridity which yottr example Wil! acquire froui 
the other, in assisting the wants of the great 
world. Wealth, genius, and reputation, aredti 
equally transformable into virtue, and, by Hiia^ 
process, thd volatile' advaiiitage of gldf^ and 
honor is fixed b^ the stanip' of immortalih/ ^. 

Adieuj my dearest friend, I am^ 

Most fiiithfuUy, &c. 

P. Sk Do you know any thing of our grace- 
less Sylph. 

* See Romans ij. 7* 



ss 
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LETTER CXXli. 

Deal, Nffoember 1, 1769. 

Though I am very little capable^ my 
rfear ft iend, of thanking you as X ou^ht for yow 
ktter, yet 1 cannot help writing, as you will be 
kindly solicitous about me, if you happen to 
bare heard that my dear Miss Talbot is past alt 
hope of recoYcry. In the last letter which I had 
from herself about a fortnight since, she told me 
she was mending, and had, since I left Rich- 
mond, been thrice carried down stairs, and wa» 
getting again into the great room. I heard no- 
thing from that time till last nighty when I re- 
ceived a letter from Dr. Berkley* with the sad 
news, that she had been confined to her bed eyer 
since last Thursday, and that Uie physicians gave 

• Son to the'Bbhop of Cloyne^ 90 diMnnguished by F<>pe, 
who attributed to him " every virtue under heaven." Dr. 
Berkley was a Prebend of Canterbury 'r ^a amiable man, 
simple, virtuous, and primitive. He once dined at the 
kouse of a gentleman in East Kent, with a well known 
eccentric Bishop of the sister Island* The Bishop drank a 
l^ottle of Madeira with his dinner, and '' swore like a gen* 
** lleman," the Prebend talked divinity, and drank aothiug 
tut watcr.- 

^ not 
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act the least hope that she could live above a day 

or two longer ; so that, by the next post, i am ia 

the most painful expectation of hearing that all 

hope is absolutely over. To herself this event 

will be a blessed cha'nge from a state of long and 

constant isuffering to that distinguished degree of 

happiness which her unt 

jfallibly siecured ^ ; but t 

.intimately acqu^nted "ss 

wiU b^ inconeeivably g 

feel for myself on the re 

fp^l $tiU more from wha 

thp.pituption of Mrfi. T 

jpe she is, more compose 

ian4 I tru^t s|ie will be sj 

proportionable to this hi 

Mrs. Berkley, Mr. Tal 

with her at Ricbmoad, 

afjfiwe at . Mrs. Tklbol's 

JiUes extremely weakened; but her's, alas, are 

remarkably lively, and she will I fear feel this 

mosi calaiqijloi^ i^iction in ito fullest extent. 

♦ This is spoken in iangoage rather stronger than Mrs* 
Carter's hurailiXy generally allowed her to speak, with re* 
fercnce ta a claim to future happiness. But her mind was 
intent upon her friend, whose worth and innocence she knew, 
and, as she felt no doubt upon the subject; she expressed 

* Though 
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Though the fear ^ of passing for a hypotfite 
may sometimes be a reason for the snppressioii 
of many pious thoughts" in a mixed company, it 
can scarcely, one would think, operate lipon an 
intimate correspondence with particular fricndg; 
and, where religion is the leading principle (A 
the mind, one knows not how to account for a 
total silence on a subject in which there is so 
strong and mutual an interest; at least, I am 
. sure, there is no friendship worth cultivating 
where there is not the common tie ♦. 

I am obliged to you for Mr. Wodchouse^s 

Terses. They are pretty ; but do not please me 

so weD, so far as I recollect, as the others which 

he made on the sartie subject ; but very possibly 

-wiy judgment may not be right. 

I am heartily glad you have writ to poor Mrs, 
Boscawen, which I hope will be a comfort to her 
now, however inattentive the first shock of her 
grief might have rendered her to the sympathy 
of her friends. 

I am extremely obliged to you, my dear friend^ 

♦ Probably this was in reply to some observation of Mrs» 
JMontagu, vrbicb does not appear. Mrs« Carter often ex* 
pressed ber opinion upon tbis important subject in tbe same 
manner; and, indeed, tbcy u'^o toalk in the houte of God as 
friends^ must, of course, frequently speak of the things per^ 
tainipg (0 the kingdom of God. 

for 
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very gregt comfort to me^ to hear that my dear 
Miss Talbot is at present in a state of toIera,b}e^ :, 
case. For this I am heartily thankful, and to . 
Aliriighty God I resign myself for the rest, with- 
out m&nng my mind to wander beyond the^ 
present favorable appearance ; at leasts I will 
strive to put all the check on it in my ppwer^i 
and, by that means^ the weight on my spirits,^ 
will be greatly lightened by this temporary relief^ 
if, alas ! it should prove no more, 

I grieve to hear of poor Mrs. Boscawen's me- 
lancholy state of mind ; yet, I hope, it is not ir- 
recoverable* She must have many and strcmg 
attachments to the children which are left her, 
which in time will operate sufficiently to with- 
dra^^ her from a constant attention to what she 
has lost, and may procure her much comfort and 
cheerfulness, though the vivid spirit of joy may 
be flown after such a shock. I think Miss Bos- 
cawen's present situation must be very pitiable* 
It was very kind in you to procure her the amuse- 
ment of so pretty a spectacle. My brother and 
sistier .«aw it when they were in town, and were ex- 
tremely charmed with it. It must be confest that 
your curiosity to see it must have been a very na- 
tural temptation ; so, on this subject, I forbear: 
chiding. But remember, and it shall npt be my , 

fault 
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favlitf you Corget it, that you prPQ|i«ed,m^ m 
all (be hamadrya<i|(i of Wiu4sQr VofM Wi wUt 
ueas, that you would guard againrt idl heate, 
crowds^ &c. and, in spite of ^1 the vanities of 
X^pndon, make a principal olgect of yo^jir hei^ltb. 

The Penningtons' left us on Fridpty, but their 
eldest boy stays behind^ as my father h^^ under -r 
t^ken to te^ch hinv arithmetic j the care of llisf 
latin is di^volved upon me. He is very quipl^ j 
and^ if hi^ genius had not been restrained, ppQr 
child, by such a series of miserable ill health, he 
would have been, I believe, a very rem?^rkable 
scholar ; under all his disadyant?ige^ he cqnstr^e^! 
Virgjl very prettily *. 

I thinly, copsidering your reluctance to get up 
for the comet, you e^xp scarcely worthy to hear of 
any celestial ph^npmeuon, if I had not a need 
to te|I it : I this moyniqg saw a most extraordi- 
nary rainbow, as it was only a single colour. 
The sun was scarcely got above the sea ; his orb 
was not visible, but concealed by a strong golden 
cloud, which formed a very perjfect arch in the 

? He dicd> as has been mentioned in a former noto, at 

the age of twenty-one ; having passed through the University 

with a character remarkably good, both for morals and 

'learning. With health so unusually delicate, it was always 

stftpriiljig h^w he coulid find either rime or incliHatidn'for 
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!nie appearance was very igfkg^^ mud I ^lotagto 
l^y^elf id lii§;h^ luck to get a.8ig;fat of it^ for H ^ 
)lot last alt^of e two or tl^ee minutes^ and vanishi34 
fi$ flOon Bfi tbe sua bad «ba1iea p$ the clouds, muI 
9hon^ out in full splendor. 
'- It was not from Mrs* BerMey but from Mra, 
Jeffrey's that I received an account of Mian 
Thibet, and she «polce with the utmost astoni^ 
iBtent df her amendment in ^y*ry r^pect^ since 
^e l^t Richmond. 

I b^ my affiectionate eom|»limei|ts to Mrs. Scott 
Adieu^ my dearest ^end* 

Ever yours, <Sto. 



LETTER CXXm. 

DeaJ, Dtcember 1, I769. 

I AM greatly pbliged to you, my d^r 
friend, for the comfortable account of Miss Tal- 
bot, which you were so good to send me, whidi 
|8 a very great relief to iny mind, though I have 
lieen so strongly guarded against relying upon 
favorable symptoms, that I dare not indulge ell 
^e hope ^ich they WQ^ld otherwise give m^V 

You 
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Yon b^re neveir told me what wi» your poor 
little nephew's illness ; hovrerer, I am very gkd, 
whatever it might be> that he is so mucli betten 
My nq[>hew goes on very well, and, I thanlc G6d> 
ha^ At present no appearance <^ his sad patuM 
disorders, nor any return of his agae. If the 
poor child's health gains smy advantage from hk 
being here> I shall very gladly go through the 
trouble and confinement, to which my att^&tion 
to bis learning obliges me, as I am unwiifinghe 
should lose any thing in this respect after somatiy 
interruptions, as have unavoidably checked liis 
progress from his miserable health. 

I have not heard from any of the family that 
Mr. Dunbar has parted from Fern Hill, though 
it may very probably be true as he seemed very 
wavering in his schemes about it. I shall be very 
sorry if it is so, that it has slipt through tb^ fin- . 
gers which 1 should have wished to lay hold on it, 

I anj not absolutely of your opinion, that the 
preference given to the men in the instences you- 
mention is a disgrace to us, as I rather tMi\k it a 
disgrace to them to condescend to such occupa-^ 
tions as render that strength and activity in which 
they have indisputably the advantage, utterly use- 
less. But indeed this misapplication of employ- 
ment has very serious ill effects on society. If 
the sti-ength which lies dormant at the trifling 

occu* 
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•oc^ations of the thimble and the loom wts 
c^ferted to^ubdile the ^:ubboni soil^ our country 
would not. be disgraced by such tracts of nncul*^ 
tivated hod, and the poor women m^ht bo 
rescued from want and absolute idleness by (kid^ 
ing employment proportioned to their strength. 
Besides all combinations are of mischieyous ten- 
dency, and the great numbers of idle men whom 
sedentary manufactures coHect into towns^ are 
perpetually disturbing the public peace by riols 
and insurrections. No such evil would arise from 
the natural successors of Minenra, who content 
themselves to eviaiporate their ill humouw, merely 
by an exertion of their eloquence. 

I have too good an opinion of ttiy friend Mr. 
C Fieldmg*s taste, not to be fully persuaded that 
he would think himself exceedingly obliged to 
any one that could make good the assertion and 
affirmation which you mention. But, indeed, 
however strongly you may have heard his marry- 
ing Miss P. asserted and affirmed by others, I 
believe he has no such hopes himself*. I am 
sorry for the report, which may have awkward 
and unpleasant consequences : but as she will be 

♦ Tlje marriage however took place, as it is obvious that 
the passage alludes to the late Captain Fielding, of the 
royal navy, and Miss Finch, eldest daughter of the late 
lady Charlotte Hucb| and sister to the Earl of Wiiichelsca. 

long 
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l^og absent^ it wil) probably be mi^pf^i^ifed^ and 
by the , time she returns may be forgot ; when* 
ever she does merry, she will be very bappy I 
believe, if ahe i»#et^ with a rofin of ^qnai merit 
tQ her own. 

I will certainly look over the Essay * before I 
come to town, though I have been too ill and too 
dispirited to apply to ^ny thing for some weeks 
pasty and J scarcely ever recollect my leading so 
«at>solutely idle a life. I believe I told you bow 
biuch the Douglas's wer^ .charmed with it ; they 
kept it such an unmerciful iix^Q, that I could not 
jget it out of their h^jads for Mrs. Pennington to 
finish it before she left Deal. She wa^ greatly 
pleased with what she read of it ; and has sent 
me a thorough chiding, from having heard since 
she went^ the n^me of the author; and holds it 
very monstrous and unsisterly, that when I heard 
her so strongly commend it, I wouW not give her 
the pleasure of hearing by whom it was written. 
Indeed it seems to me to be downright affectation 
to conceal it any longer^ though I hav^ not yet 

• On Shakcspcar, by Mrs, Montagu. This, as wdl as 
several other passages in these letters in which it is men- 
tioned, must convince every unprejudiced mind, that Mi*** 
Carter had no claim whatever to the merit pf that celebrated 
work. She was, indeed, always vexed whenever it was at- 
tributed to her, and denied it in tlje strongest terms. 

/ ven* 
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tentured to own it, tboug^h I have not denied it. 
It gives me great pleasure that it was at first a 
secret, as it helped you to that unprejudiced ap- 
plause of the work, which it might have been 
difficult to separate from a regard to the author. 
But now I think one may lawfully speak out. 

Adieu, my dear friend, ever yours, &c. 



LETTER CXXIV. 

Deal, De€mbtr Ip, 17^9:. 

" It seem» to me a long time, my dear 
friend, since I heard from you. I' do not find 
there is any reason from the family to think Mr, 
Dunbar designs to quit F. House. However, a* 
human resolutions are aften uncertain things, ii 
is not impossible that he may. But as there doe» 
not seem any such design just now, you will have 
iime to take what measures you judge proper to 
secure a chance, if it ever should happen. Poor 
man^ I hear he is alarmed about his son who i» 
twjt well. 

Lady Chariotle Pinch^ family is settled in an 
agreeable house at Nice, and they have the com- 
fort of seeing Lord Winchelsea's health every 

day 
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day improTing^ Miss Finch has seen original 
pictures of all the Sevigne family^ of which sb0 
, sends me some anecdotes. . 

I have just seen Douglas^ who tells me he hatf 
a letter last night from his brother^ and that yon 
have effected more in the short time he was with 
you than he himself had been able to do with all 
his arguments^ and have rendered him quiet atid 
easy under his disappointments. I anfi heartily 
glad to hear this, for Mr. Douglas was excess 
sively uneasy at his project of going to the 
Grenades, which he was pet'suad^d would very 
shortly kill him. He is expected home to-nuwr- 
row or next day, and I hope to. receive tL ftiH 
account of you from him, 

1 am much obliged to you for your account of 
our friends, I hope now soon to join the society. 
I propose to spend two or three days with Mrs. 
Pennington in my way, and to be in town at 
farthest by new year's day, if not rather sooner,, 
to take possession of my spacious palace at Mrs. 
Norman's. It is a comfort to me not to leave my 
father tiH after tlie beginning of days, which do 
not bring on winter, but spring ; a circumstauce^ 
which to people who pass the whole year in Ihe^ 
coi^ntiy, is a very considerable object of cheer-- 
fulrlfss;^ The wintet has hitherto, for the mosIP* 
P%iti bf^^ very calm aud^sober; but to-day if if ^ 

great 
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^eat wdrroblitnc'^. I sit now listenteg to the 
aWlu}: ^pncc^ of howling winds and dashingr 
waves, with some regret that my head will not 
iD^r mi^)^ walk abroad aiid enjoy it still more 
CpAildetely. 

I have beea wishing for you this mon^ng to 
'' chase tlK5 (^Ung Neplane/* as I have been 
wxnadei^g along the sand on the sea*shore. I 
hjclieve it would have been much better for youi^ 
healt^^ -and more amusing to yoor imagination, 
tq listen to the soft murmuring, and to contem- 
plate ^ motion oi the waves, which we» most 
bejp^if^lly fnnged and illumin^ed, than to wrke 
Ipifg }etti^ of business to Newcastle, though it' 
must be confest the advanteiges of yo^r employ^ 
ment were rather mpre solid. 

I hod lately ft dmrming letter from our Sylph^ 
wb0 1 belifeve casts many a longing look across 
St Qeoige's channel ; but, alas, there is not the 
shfidQW of a hope that we shall see her thia 

.l;am confined to muse and sip my solitary tea ' 
in ttiy own roono^^nd I should heartily wish ^ 
yftu,:if I did not think it ten to one but you ai^ 
iiKHre agreeably engi^fed. Tbi» being the ctMy 
I sf>lace myself with the next best thing, my be* 
loved silence, and '^ to Harpocrates consign the' 
dQarkfj, Not tiiat I mean by this to give m^ysdf ^ 

Jisj' any 
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Atif ^ of iirtportetite/as if l^fdJt€i^^ili» 
jiboftmrid sttrfy ; tny solitude tttpresetrt^ii iniiiU 
firtlier the indulgence of reposfe, than the ^XW^ 
eisc 0^ vrisdom; and for arty thing! dih kMe4tf 
do, I might be pretty near as v^ell fignriTTg t(^l* 
the gay flutterers at Almacks or Soho. My oAly 
sliperiority oter them is a sad conscionsttess o^ 
my own weakness, which they p^tiiaps may' pttt- 
^tltly avoid feeling, by not trying thfeir «*rfen^h* 
When I endeavour to think erery thou^it % 
^R>tided by confusion, and sinks in languor, llrfi- 
d€!r such circumstances one cannot help refect- 
ing with transport on a machine so constituted at 
to answer every motion of the directing mind; 
But such an advantage would be a dangerousr 
temptation in our present state. A perpetual 
citpacify for th^ jpleasures of met*e]y iritefletttia! 
Ifffe, would too much withdraw our attentidn from 
the duties incumbent on us, while we are children 
j[>f ^ the dust, and would weaken, if net totall/ 
destroy, all the sympathies of humanity ♦. HfeiV> 
'-'■' ** ' ' '*-' • > '■ - ' -'^ing 

♦ How few there are whose minds, XAe Mr?,^ Carter's, ev'eii 
aequhe ttrength from thar inflnm^i, tiK) nmke tise cffttut 
weakueaa, partly animal, partly mental, which would to tbosf 
peri}ons be the highest mortification, as an incitement to th# 
better fulfilling the humble and ordinary duties of social life- 
It 1$ Qtit of her highest pi-aisck, that she never allowed hei* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ing VfAt myself, into contentment under the try?, 
iog circumstance of feeling mygelf good for 
notbing. . I will wish you good nighty and retire 
quietly to my pillow. However, on second 
thoi|ght$, I will conclude my letter to-night, as I 
have a world of dining, and a world of business 
to go through next week. I begin to wish heartily 
that I wi^ set out. 

Adieu. I am so tired with my walk, that I am 
^ for nothing bi^t to go to sleep; but I was not 
wilUng to oipit writing another post. I am, my 
dNgr.friend^ 

Ever faiUifuUy^ Ac. 



iRClinalioiid to interfere with her iluties, and that she cheer^ 
VaUy^ and wit&out that condescension which is sometimes sd 
ikii^iUatii^ to the parties to whom it is exerted^ descended 
from the most sublime and engagin^^ studies to ajl the c^ui* 
mon and tricing attentions which the general state of socie^ 
requires. As it is said, that no man is a hero to his val^t dt 
ttam&re, so to her native town Mrs. Carter was not a woman 
of Jettert; and mfuiy persons saw her in company^ who had 
AO idea that her pleasures were of any higher order, than 
such as whist or quadrille could afford, or the society of a 
country town impart. 



VOL. lU P 
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tETTER CXXV. 

Deal, /i/ne 8, 1770; 

I WAS Tepy happy^ my dear friend^ thai 
Ibe (errible infection at Sandleford discovered 
itself before you vms set oxA. The late bad wea-' 
ther wUl prevent yoiur feeling, nmeh regret, as yoii« 
eottU have i^^ceived ball very little benefit from 
theeeiintry. Yow pocMr gentlewomen^ indeed^ 
mmt sorrowfiifiy feel the> want of theiF sttnday 
gowns;: asid I tan readily believe they wonldl 
ha/re ran ail hazards 4^ infection te reeote? 
tiiem^ far one every day sees frequent instaneet 
fifthia strange degree of earelessmss^ in ser- 
vants. ' I do not mean this as a censure. They 
wotiM no doubt have as strong a dread of danger 
as their principals^ if they saw it in the sauH^ 
point pf view ; but most happily for tbem/ in n 
class oi life in which they aK c^ften exposed to^ 
farticular ha2»trds> they have sucha tota/1 freedoisi 
from apprehension^ as enables them to go through 
ihe duties of their situation^ which ^ould often^ 
be impi^cticable, if to the fatigues of present 
actual service. Were added^ the harassing terrors 
ikt impeuding. evils. Oi>e often hears them hea- 
:x;. ^ vily 
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tily charged with neglig^ence and carelessness 
with regard to their superiors ; hut surely all 
resentment on this account would be greatly sof* 
tened by the consideration that they are just as 
careless and negligent in what relates to them- 
selves ; therefore not wilful perverseness, but 
mare innocent insensibility is the cause of both. 

I begin to grow impatient for your setting out 
for the Norths for the sooner you set out, the 
$poner you will return ; I am always uncomfort- 
able when you are at such a distance from me. 
1 am glad your wild cousin is grown more sober 
aadaivil; and I hope he will <?ontinue so, and 
l)Ot add to the perplexities of ydur busin^ssj 
which I suppose without any such addition, are 
^orQ than any ordinary head could disentangle 
in more months than the weeks you will bestow 
^ponthem. 

, Doyoia recolleet Iivy*« description d Alba^ 
If not, pr^y do get it, and look it over. I have 
lately been reading it, and was so much charmed 
ii¥ith it, that I quite longed for you to share my 
^Quratiodt^ of it, I have set myself the task, ei 
a regular course of Roman history, for oi^e of my 
studies this summer. I do not, however, propose 
to purchade reading at the expence of exercise, 
9a I look ufM>n that as a regular duty, to be per- 
formed at all times iiiiea I am. able. Adieu, my 
, F S dear 
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dear friend, you do not mention your healfti, but 
from your description of your exploits, I hope I 
may infer that it is good ; God keep it so, prays 
Your most affectionate, &c. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

Deal, July 7y m^^ 

My dear Prieiid, 

It was not till last night 1 received your 
letter, dated from Ferry Bridge. In that which 
I had about ten days ago from Stratford, as you 
did not mention tiny thing of the time, in which 
you proposed to reach the end of your journey, 
I waited to hear from you again, as \ thought Jt 
would be to no purpose for my poor letter to lie 
and catch cold in an ellinge * house before your 
arrival. I should indeed have bten much alarmed 
if I had heard of jour being taken ill on tlie 
road, and I rejoice that the disorder so soon al- 
lowed you to pursue your route without any 
material inconvenience. 

* Ellinge is a proTincial term, perhaps also to be met xfith 
in old ballads for ♦• out of the w«y," or ** lon<?8ome." i^ . 

I have 
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I liare grieved for you and your feUow tra- 
veller during this miserable weather, which must 
bave annihilated most of your prospects. But I 
am absolutely out of all charity with you, for not 
visiting Shakespear's tomb, which is such an un- 
classical omission, as is not to be tolerated, and 
if you were too much tired to walk, you should 
have been packed up in a basket, even if it had 
been fit for Datchet Mead. If Shakespear was 
not out of the reach of being affected by the 
fooleries of human passions, to be sure he jrould 
draw your '' curtains at the dead of night'* to 
revenge such an ungrateful disregard of his 
memory, after his having furnished a subject for 
the establishment of your fame. 

The weather has been as cold and as deluging 
here, as you could possibly find it. This country, 
however, is so very soon dry enough for walking, 
that I have contrived to get out for a short excur- 
sion at least almost every day. Indeed, it is 
merely as a principle of health, for in such wea- 
ther one can receive but little pleasure. There 
has been scarcely a single day that has given us 
any impression of summer. The brightest suns 
have felt cold and ungenial, and even the West 
winds have lost their balmy softness. It is not to 
be wondered at, that JUady Frances, who doos not 
act i^HKMrdiBg to the name, but the nature, of 

things/ 
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fbiftgs, shoujd continue the accommodations of 
winter, and keep snug in Brook-street, >v^ile thj^: 
rest of the world are catching cold in the couptfy 
hy fancying that June and July must be summer *. 
1 hftd a letter a few days ago from Mrs, Dun- 
bar, who is going to take a journey of five or $\x 
days into the South of Ireland^ through pretty 
mwcb such roads, 1 suppose, and with pretty 
much such accommodations, as are to be m^t with 
in Spain. However, I hope ^1 this Exercise a^nd 
air will establish her healtbj and be of use to her 
spirits. Mrs. Pitt is very well, and che^u) at 
Encombe. Mrs. Vesey is greatly alarmed about 
Mrs. Hancock, who has got a very bad cold, 
which our poor friend has twisted into paralytick 
symptoms; but I hope this distemper h^s no 
better foundation than her own dozen apoplectick 
fits. The medical men do not apprehend any 
clanger ; God forbid tliere should be any> for 
Mrs. Hancock is a most valuable woman on h^x 
own account, and her life is of unspeakable COUr 
secjuence to dej^r Mrs. Yesey, 

, "^ The v:orld is grpwn wiser now, at least Xbfi great wcwld^t 
and June and July have lost their place as iunamer months^ 
and are degraded to spring, probably upon the same prin- 
dple that winter does iii^t begin till towards ihe eiid of 
January. As the mock physician says, in the French pVdf of 
tb« liUL^tiuD qf the hearth the fiteri ** Hfv$mmi$ck$0gi$ 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



71 

Lady Holden>esse called on tifie kst week, ^he 
lial been for two or three days at Wakner castle, 
hnt does not return again this summer. Made- 
moiselle — was with her, who has at la* 

prevailed on her sister to supply her care of Lady 
Erriily D'Arcy's education. Though I am per- 
•stiaded she will be treated very properly aud 
kindly, I cannot help pitying the poor woman for 
her being teized away from her own quiet home, 
trhere she lives updn the produce de ses terres^ 
and hauled over sea and land into a strange coun- 
try, to have the care of a child f©r whom she cam 
fit present feel tio affection, nor even inclination, 
and into a hurrying and new life. 

Your letter is just come to hand, which give$ 
me the pleasure of knowing you are safely arrived 
atth6 end 6f your long, and, I fear, uncomfort- 
able journey. A few days rest will, I hope, 
repair all the misthief which you have received 
from Agitation, and I shall hope soon to hear that 
you are quite well ; I mean as well as people who 
consume all thek* poition of the general inhe- ' 
f itance of human labour in the exercises of the 
mind, can e*er expect to be in thiff worky day 
world. To wish you any more compleat healthy 
would be tQ wish you in Paradise, or diggipgw 
^Q^ of.y(mf 9wn ooal mines^ You would..niQl( 
0Hidi thank xxA for the one^ »nd I am fiiuch t09 

selfiithL 
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I tejoiee that travelling agrees so weH with Mra^ 
Chapone ; I am a letter in her debt, wiU you be 
so good as to ask her, if I may endoee for her, to 
the Bishop of Winchester. 

You are in great luck in finding a mild No-' 
vemher in the North ; for we find it as rigorous 
as in its most natural season. I have had the le«9 
reason to regret the bad weather for this last 
week^ though we have had incessant rains^ high 
winds, and so cold as to have constant fires, be^ 
cause I have necessarily been confined at home 
with my two new damsels, who, poor 8(nils> must 
have run their noses against every door in diii 
little intricate tenement, without knowing whither 
it would lead them, if I had not served them for 
a guide. They liave now pretty well acquired 4 
knowledge of the ways of the house; but how 
toon they may get acquainted with the odd ways 
of their mistress, I cannot tell. However^ I hope 
in a few months they vrill have learnt tlieirbui&i- 
Yiess, and I be freed from the trouble of teaching 
it. My being used to a servant remarkably 
clever, and who very soon took all fatigue firom 
me, renders my present task the more weari- 
some ; but it must be done, and if they happen 
to be good girls, as I hope and believe they are, 
they will amply repay me. It is very fit that 

there 
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there slHmId«(mieUme» be •ccasfons Uy pro^e ^, 
moife feeiing arguments than mere qpe<^I(^cmA 
how very much those who are placed in the 
higl^r classes of life are indebted^ for great part 
of their ease, their leisure, and their comforU^ 
to those whose lot is fallen to them in the lower. 

Are yon not glad that the princely aduMerer 
has been brought to the shame he too well de- 
serves. The damages given seem to be very 
small for the quality of the offender; however, 
the disgrace may answer a better purpose. Vice 
is under all circumstances shocking to the good, 
but the people of the world, will be more likely 
to fear it, in proportion as it appears contemptiblff 
and ridiculous ; and it can scarcely in any x^stii 
of the like nature, appear more effectually so^ 
than in the epistolary correspondence, and in* 
deed in the whole process of this most scandalous 
affair, every part of which shocks one ; though 
it is a proof of the goodness of our laws, that 
howeveir high the offenders they can reach them : 
oike iftust feel lihocked that so many shameful ani 
scandalous anecdotes were made puUio. 

Adieu, my dear friend, ever yoiars. 
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LETTER CJtXVlt 

D«al, Jtf/^r 2$, 1770. 

If your '^ bower of bliss/' my dear 
fmndj is not '' a Vabri" of external storms, the 
rain mid wind of yesterday^ must have made sad 
havock of its sweets. Indeed I could not help 
r^^ting there should be any interruption of 
your spirited enjoyment of the first delightfu} 
days of independent solitude^ when the imagina^ 
tion>^ with such exquisite pleasure^ runs wild 
through mU the various beauties of creation^ in 
itg fairest foem^ Yet^ alas ! ^if the elenM^ts were 
to shied iJmr kindest influences through the whofe 
summer^ if health and leisure were to continue 
unimpaired and unmolested, what would it avails 
while a lurking principle of ennui, more power* 
ful than all external expositions would in a few 
«lays, 

^* Shaie evety 'flow V, and darken cv*iy gte^t," 

and sink all the raptures of enthusiastic enjoy- 
m^t into inmpidity and languor? The huttiKi^ ' 
mini, destined to the rough exercises of proba^ ^ 
tiwary life^ isj. frwi its very constitttti(m> ihc^ ' 

pable 
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pable of a long indulgence of that hap{>y indo* 
knee, on which you were inclined to make a 
panegyric, which ceases to be happy, when it 
becomes no longer necessary, as a relaxation 
from the fatigues of active exertion. And so,, 
my dear friend, as soon as you have reposed 
yonrself suffieiently after the bustle of your jour- 
ney, by so liteftdly sauntering in your garden^ 
you wiD fly from the torpor of indolence to your 
farm^ and your cod-pits, and your studies; and 
the garden, instettd of the whole day, will only 
engage its own share. I very seninbly felt the 
kindness of your wishing me to partake yoar 
retirement ; which, on your first tnmsports, was 
certainly one of the highest instances tff frimd^ 
sUp thatmiy one human creature i^uld bestow 
on mttotfaer* If my heart did not^mderstand 
what yiM^say about sditode and silence, I should 
be ddbatafi^^ to own it belonged to roe. 

I hod many kind enquiries after yau from Lad^ 
Omiden, who, with her Lord, and three Misar 
Pratts, is at Deal, and purposes to continue here 
sometime. You may be sure, it never ent^ed 
into my head to give her the trouble of a visit; 
nor had I the least idea that her Ladyshij^ wnuld 
honoir me. But, in the midst of my security^ 
when n^ &ither went to wait on Lord Camden, 
ber I^idyship t«dd him she should call upon me, 

't and 
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end accordingly, very obligingly «pent-above ah 
^ur here this morning. Entrt nous, fw pnkf 
cb not mention it, she gave a wretdied aceelint 

of the state of Mr. B *s fiuHily, from hb 

strange fretful temper and sordid covetoasnaid. 
The poor girls are not allowed the common ne- 
cessaries belonging to their situation, nor any 
opportunities of acquiring a proper behaviour. 

Iw«ady Camden entirely acquitted Mrs. B oi 

any share in this treatment, and spoke of her in 
a very kind manner. Surely it ought to rendw 
people of moderate fortunes, contented and dieer- 
ful with their lots, when they consider how often 
human pervcrseness prevents riches from be- 
coming an instrument of happinesd« 

I am much obliged to you for the wncern you 
express in a letter just received (this was begmi 
yesterday) about my task with my damsds^ tiiey 
are very tractable, and will shortly be q[uite au 
fait of their business. I shall think myself 
happy if I can render their situation as ooHifert^ 
able as possible, for they have left ^11 4beir natu« 
ral friends, and have, poor girls, entruijted tbei?- 
felves entirely to my care *. I am sorry ^liear, 

that 

♦ Per^«fi5 it may be hardly necessary to stet* here that 
Mrs. Carter always considered herself as a mother to her 
fervaiits, and instructed, sCdraedj and corretteti them as' such 
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Ihae yoar per)[>leiities in much more imporlatit 
t)iilri^eB8^ than my poor little mSnage, are likdy 
to^ he iaci^eased by the loss of so able an assistant ; 
JiiB iroprudeace^ poor man, seems however to 
hftve done nothing more than precipitate the con^^ 
^sion of an incurable disease. 
« I have had a letter from our poor dear Sylph, 
who has been excessively unhappy, from hef 
^apprehensions about Mrs. Hancock, and indeed 
the symptoms, to a person of her disposition, 
Vfti^e sufficiently alarming. God be praised, this 
^l^ood woman appears, at present, to be perfectly 
recovered, Mrs. Vesey pathetically laments not 
hearing from you, but she comforts herself with 
concluding, that if you do riot write to her, that 
you certainly are writing to benefit the world. 1 
told her, in my answer, how very much you was 
«igaged, and that must plead your excuse. 

I bi^ my love to Mrs. Chapone, 1 will write 
toher ^lon, but just now, I am in a worM of 
liosiness and bustle, for we have company to 
dinner, and I am ^' Mungo hiere, Mungo thet e, 
and Mungo every where ;" so it is well I begun 
my letter last night. For between walking before 

The consequence was that she hardly ever had a had $enraat. 
Tfaey ioYtd and respected her like a mother, and very rarely 
Vftut Irom her 9tr?ice hut to be isarried* 

breakfast. 
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breakfait^ pregiding over the i^ookpr^, ^^4 P^y^ 
ing^ a visit, as in duty bounds to Lady Camdevt 
I have been as busy all the morning as if I iiad 
been actually doing a great deal ; aud there ip 
moreover^ a party banging over me, £&c tbt 
afternoon^ but I comfort myself with tlieir be^ 
taking themselves to the black aces^ and that, 
though I may be stifled with the heat^ I mfty nol 
be obliged to talk. Adieu> my dear friend.-ii 
Ever yours. 



LETTER CXXVin. 

Deal, August J 8, 1770. 

It does indeed rej(Nce me, my, dear 
iriendj to have so comfortable an account of 
your health j yet I cannot help r^ettiug tbatsa 
much of it must be employed in the fatigues ef 
business^ that you will not have leuiure for a 
complete enjoyment of this fine weather^ and 
very fine weather is so transitory a good, in thjjit 
our uncertain sky^ that there is no great hope iJt^ 
will wait till you are more at leisure to attend tp 
it. However, at all events, health and fjne wca** 
ther are two yery good ^ings^ agd give an 

animat 
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fiiiims^ g&^iy ftt leasts to the dullest empTc^*' 
inetif^. 

My love to Mrs^. Chapone; and pray tell her 
I wai sheW Mrs. Munro's papers to Lord Dartrey, 
kn soon as I hme an c^portunity ; I have more 
than once mentioned her to him; His Lordship 
and Lady D. are expected d^wly, and they are 
probahly by this time on their voyage to England 
I had a letter from Miss Penn, in which she 
gives a very comfortable account of Mr. Penn** 
health; they are now at Tttnbridge, and from 
ihence go either to Brighton or Margate. 

I endeavour ta derive all the profit I can, from 
this most beautiful weather, though I have not 
yet been able to reach some of my most favorite 
vralksv However, I have lately compassed one^ 
by the help of some repose in sitting on the 
leots of some old trees, by the side of a spring, 
whert I contemplated the ruins of an ancient 
•eat*, <»ice the abode of a flourishing family, 

and 

* The »cat here spoken pf is Northbuuru Court ; for^ierly 
an appendage to St. Augustine^s Abbey at Canterbury^ and 
the summer residence of its abbots, and afterwards of the 
family of Sandys, baronets. Sir Edwin Sandys, the last of 
tb^nii leaving ^nly daughters, the property beeanuf so sub^ 
4ivM^|], that it t^ecame necessary to sell it, and to pull downc 
tho mansion. The beautiful reactions to wbit^h t}^^ have 
^JQU rise; will perhaps stamp an additional value on the 
'* picturesque 
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jtnd which I remember standing entirei bat in 
melancholy dejected grandeur^ from the deser*' 
tions of its inhabitants. It contained a hundred 
rooms, many of them wainscoted with cedai^ 
and very inghly ornamented, particularly a gal* 
lery, in which 1 have often walked, with much 
Cxothic delight. This noble structure might have 
subsisted for many generations in venerable de- 
cay ; but the last heirs to the estate, for the sake 
of the materials^ anticipated the depredations of 
time, and Itvelled it nearly to the ground. Such 
is the instability of mortal things ; and so deter-- 
miped is that order of providence, which forbids 
any perpetual residence upon earth. The ob- 
noxious strength and magnificence of imperial 
cities, and the less exposed and humbler abodes 
of private life, are equally subject to the general 
law, which is carried into execution by the very 
nature of man. Thus heaven directed the storms 
of ambition, to level the proud walls of Tyre; 
but the mere caprice of changing fancy, is a 
suflRcient engine against the weaker establish* 
ments of domestic seats ; and what constituted 

rfpi«Ui«cw|Wftaiid iry-covered ruins which still remain; part 
of which hare, with great taste, been admitted into the gar- 
den of H, P, Haiinam, Esq. the present owner of the estate, 
%hose more modern house is built at a smaU distance from 
tbt'scitd of the tncient mansion^ 

the 
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tiie J)rid0 and comfort of one generation, «ink 
^into nothing, merely from the contempt and 
neglect of the next *. 

I have read Dr. Young's Poem, which is very 
sublime and very trifling, very bright and very 
©bscure, very vivid and very dull ; and, in short, 
made up of all those contradictions, which con- 
stitute his truly original character and genius, 
which certainly, upon the whole, 'deserves a very 
high degree of admiration and esteem. I am 
very glad to hear that Emin has at last gained 
his point, and wish him every success consistent 
witii your better wishes for him. 

You have probably seen by the ] 
Lady Charlotte has brought Miss Fin 
in the sea, for the recovery of h«r 
thank God, there is no appearance ol 
her case^ as her disorder seems to be merely 
nervous. I think she hurt her constitution by the 
Jong fatiguing walks which she took when she 
was abroad. I believe I gave you an account of 
hef expedition to the top of Mount Cabas. She 
has not yet been into the sea, but begins to- 
inorrpw ; the air of this place has already dim* 
/ . ■ '^ 

,, '*• Thtl Inay remind the reader of Pope's obt^tTation, 

'* And Hemsley, once proud Buc](in£ham*t del)g}}t^ 
Slides to a scriv'ner or a city knight/' 

^*^ ¥•£• II. Q her 
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her good, for she has slept perfectly well ever 
fluic^«l^ has l^een here, which was hy 7 no jpeans 
t]^e case before she left Kew. Lady Charlotte 
JStays a, few days longer to see the ^fTectof her 
lathing, and then returns to Kew, leaving Miss 
Finch here* Such a parent as Lady Charlotte 
must be greatly alarmed at any attack on the 
health of such a child, but as she has visibly 
i^ended ever since she has been here, I hope her 
Ladyship will return to Kew in better spirifcn 
than she left it. I got as good a lodging as I 
could find for Miss Finch, and I am happy that 
we are able to supply Lady Charlotte with a 
quieter bed, during her stay here, than she could 
have got at an inn. They dine at Miss Finch's 
lodgings, and spend the rest of the day with us. 
I had a letter to-day from Ireland, in which 
Mrs, Vesey was njentioned as beiqg quite well, 
but not in spirits; by this account I should fear 
all alarum about good Mrs. Hancock is not ov^r.. 
Lord and Lady Dartrey are come to England, ^ 
but I do not hear that our fricJiids, the Dunbays^ 
are yet preparing for their voyage. Jn wintjer, 
hflW^^v^r, l.hope we shall collect Ui^ all toge- 
ther. ,1 trust that our dear Sylph*s low spirits, 
ape not, ^i|Sj|^d by any remora in her coming to 
England. 

; ^j^. ^Ui^^down is muQb youri^ ajxd a most 
;. 9 r- intern- 
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intemperate adihirer of your Essay. ^^Sftie 19 
downright vident in hef encomiums, aiutltatf 
wild that she has forgot her Prenc*, so tuj^to 
lose any part of your criticisms on Voltaii?e. ' A3i 
this family sincerely join in their best respects tii 
you. 1 heartily wish you well through all your 
Newcastle business and your NeweaiUe dJnftfew. 
I shall be most heartily glad and happy, When 
vott are got t)nce more within my reach, and evc# 
Ikr or near, yours sincerely, &c. 



V ! LBTTI^R CXXIX. 

Deal, Oc^ofcer 5, 1776* 

Whkn I read the date of y6ur letter, 
from such a formidable distance, it was a com^ 
fort to me, my dear friend, to reflect, that before 
it could reach me, you were approached a little 
Hiore within my view; but, alasl I still look 
through a very long telescope to catch ah imper- 
fect sight of you. I shall be happy in youJ* 
yeturn to Hill-street, where I shall know where 
to take my aim, and where I can see you through 
an opera-glass. 

{ am one of the last persOM to whon^ it would 
a 3 b0. 
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be necessary for you to make an apology for not 
giving me a description of your travels, for 1 
love people so nmch better than things, tliat I 
would much rather chuse that my friends should 
talk to me about themselves, than on any other 
subjects. I wrote to you the next post after I 
received your's from Edinburgh. I have not 
heard from Mrs* Pitt since she told me she had 
given direction for a proper enquiry to be made 
into the situation of our poor foundling ; and if 
the account of her ill-treatment should prove to 
be true, had ordered her^ to be sent to Sunning 
Hill, to be put under the care of Mrs. Thistle- 
thwaite, till it can be determined what to do 
with her. 

I suppose you must have seen by the papers^ 
the death of Dean Potter. It is said that he 
desired Mrs. Potter to accompany his corpse 
from Wrotham, where he died, to Canterbury, 
where he was to be buried, and likewise t6 tit- 
tend his funeral. This must have been a severe 
task, surely, to this poor woman, who, 1 be- 
lieve, loved him extremely, and I suppose must 
be particularly unequal to any such strong exer- 
tion of spirits, as it is not long since she bad a 
paralytic attack. . , 

It rs not in my power, alas! to give you so 
prosperous an^ account of dear Miss Pjnch, as 1 

oould 
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could wish; but she is, thank God, better, and 
I bjD|pe tij(ne will do much for her; she is gono at 
present with Lady Charlotte and Lord Winchel- 
sea into Rutlandshire, where business called them, 
and it was hoped this journey might do her good. 
Yet if I could have determined for her, from 
Hiny thing except my own indulgence, I should 
have said she had better have staid here. I had 
full power to turn the balance, but indeed I 
found myself so incapable of judging which was 
most likely to do her good, that, as much as on 
my own account I wished her to stay, 1 could 
not, in conscience, interpose, for fear of fixing 
on the wrong choice in so doubtful a point. 

I have this moment, my dear friend, received 
the delightful intelligence of your safe return to 
penton, and that we are at least within the 
limits of the same island, I am happy at the 
recovery of your rest, the sine qua non of good 
health, and the best relief and suspension of bad. 
I hope the present fermentation among the coal- 
miners will end in the defeat of so wicked a 
project as that of starving people, merely be- 
cause they are not rich, as well aa in the im- 
provement of your property. 

Never was there a more beautiful autumnal 
season than we have had, ever since the equi- 
noctial ^torrn, I longed to enjoy this peace of 

the 
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the elements^ and its delightful effects upon the 
cpuntry. views. But ray enjoyment has been 
Cjlfipfuied to what I could discover from my win- 
da\y;, 99 I have for this last ten days been too ill 
to walk, or almost to do any thing, {oxid this must 
account for this letter having been begun these 
four days,) I regret the loss of this fine season, 
as much as the finest of all fine ladies could the 
loss of a masquerade or ball at court ; but I hope 

he mean time these 
ding away,, and this 
rtly cease to glimmer 
:)rt is that, with rib- 
win have its charms j 
)e8tdays of autilmn, 
ol^rably welT, I cari 
es of winter, 
between the l*urk$ 
ery important object, 
[le view you meifitioiTi 
will watch its progress with b. much itiorfe ihte- 
resting curiosity than can be excited by the com- 
mon events of war. But I cannot agree with 
you in thinkings whatever success may attend the 
Czarina, that any figure such a character can 
make, from shining in the parade of conquest, 
to sitting at the head of councils, can be any 
honor to our sex. If she is crowned empress of 

the 
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the Greek Christians at Constantinople^ the event 
will be great and astonishing^ but surely one can 
consider her in no other light than an instrument 
in the hand of the Sovereign Disposer of all 
things^ who frequently applies the passions^ and 
the talents, of wretched and ambitious agents^ 
to bring about those revolutions^ which his pro- 
vidence determines in the government of the 
worid. I will read Mr. Beattie's book^ whenever 
I haye an opportunity. 

1 am happy to hear the Dunbars are safe ar« 
rived ; a sore throat fortunately prevented their 
being at sea during that dreadful storm. Ouf 
dear Sylph is coming, but goes to Bath tfrst. 
Miss Finch/ 1 am happy to say, is better. I find, 
uppn enquiry by Mrs. Pitt*s servant, that the 
reports abput our foundling, are not exactly true, 
but it has all been put to rights, so that she wiH 
again 4p V^ell. Adieu, my dear fHend. 1 am 
te^y better to-day, but sick or well, I am una!- 
t^ubly yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Deal, NiHcemkr 29, tr/Oi. 

' As in your first letter, my dear friend^ 

you named the 19th for your setting out, it was , 
impossible for my answer to have reached you 
4ill that very day. I hope my thanks for botl> 
may now safely be directed to HiU-^treet. I h<>pe 
the aflfair of the coalrmines turned out better at. 
the meeting than you seemed to apprehend. 

It is to be feared, notwithstanding your gratis 
tude to the Czarina, that our general condition i^ 
not likely to be much improved by the appear- 
ance of a termagant genius of ^n Empress, once 
or twice in an age. ^ I suppose you know that 
Princess Daschan, who at nineteen harangued 
the troops, and was the principal instrument of 
bringing about the Revolution, is now in Eng-* 
land. She seems to be a most extraordinary ge- 
nius. She rides in boots, and all the other habi- 
liments of a man, and in all the manners ^v^d atti- 
tudes belonging to that dress. This might -be 
accounted for, from the custom of her country, 
and the greater safety of managing h^r horse.. 
But she likewise d^nce« ^n a raasculipe habit, ^nd 

1 believe 
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I beliere istppears as often in it as in her proper 
4ress. Would not one think from all this^ that 
it would be quite terrible to meet her on Bagshot* 
heath ? But you mi^y visit Mrs. Wilmot in safety. 
She is^ in spite of this formidable appearance^ 
remarkably gentle ; has weak nerves, and low 
spirits^ QXi^ ^reat delicacy both of sentiment ani, 
conversation. She is very careful of the educa- 
tion of her son^ and told him once, she had rather 
see his neck twjsted, than that he should act un- 
worthy of the memory of his father, of whom she 
always speaks with the highest esteem and ten- 
derness. It seems she had seen herself upon the 
list of those whom the Emperor ha,d m'O^rked for 
destruction. As instrumental as $he wa? in 
brmgang about the Revolutiop, it is said, she had 
no share in his death. It is happy forber if this 
circumstance is true. She is very negligent in 
her female dress, and renounces all respect to 
her high rank, unless it is paid to her character* 
As this lady seems an unusual kind of phenome- 
non^ I have told you a good deal about her, and 
I have it upoi^ very good authority. The RusJ- 
sian ambassador has order? from the Czarina, to 
shew her all kinds of attentions while she is here ; 
probably she may not be sorry to have her any 
V^here i-ather than at her elbow. 

I cohgratulate you most heartily on your being' 

fairlj 
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feirly rid of your wild headed cousin. Your 
afiaif&mufct have been in perpetual hrouillerie^ 
under the management of such a conductor^ be- 
sides the awkward inconvenience of having your 
house stormed^ and poor Israel starting en sur^ 
satUt, at three o'clock in the morning* I pity^ 
poor Miss Gregory for the pain of quitting you. 
The feelings of young people are very strong, 
as their uneasiness is not softened by anticipating^ 
the Gonsdation of reflecting on a past pleasure^ 
nor by the hope of its return ; but all is confii()ed 
to the sentiment of the present distressing mo- 
ment 

I beairtily wish you may have resolution enough 
to adhere to the prescriptions of your Scotch doc** 
(orS), iQ defiance df all solicitations. As luckily I 
have noneof the requisites for routs^ rackets, and 
conviersatiQus, I can be in no danger of offering 
you any temptations, and I am too desirous of 
your living to the age of a Sybil, to aid and abet 
the temptations of others. Indeed I felt so hear- 
tily grieved and uneasy last winter, at finding 
myself included in the number of those who con- 
tributed to hurt your health, from having fool- 
ishly and inadvertently sometimes delivered mes- 
iftges iibm^few of my friends, with.ihie addition, 
I am dfr^id, of expressing what it would iMtire 
%Mn ptetty difficult to couces^ , my own : wisbei 
'y^d^'^ ' :i of 
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of meeting you, that 1 give you my absolute word 
to be more cautious for the future^ and leave peo- 
ple to plead their own cause. 

I fear poor Lord Lyttelton's affectionate heart 
must again be hurt, by the dangerous illness cS 
Mr. G. Grenville, whom the papers represent in 
so doubtful a state. Miss Finch's cough is better, 
but it proceeded from a cold, caught at Burleigh. 
It is scarcely possible by any precaution, to air 
a large old house, almost constantly uninhabited. 
After much uncertainty of what was become of 
our Sylph, I last night received a letter from her, 
dated Chester, from whence she was to set out 
forB^. I Wish for your toke It-hAd been to 
Bbltbfi(4'ow.' I am not interested for myself till 
January. Adieu, my dear friend, I am in great 
jfey'at yoiir having got within my reach. 
-^'* Yours affectionately. 



LETTER CXXXI. 

Deal, NtYOdnher 30, 1770. 

I MUST insist, my dear friend, ttatt you 
do Diot write me long letters, till stooping does not 
hurt you 5 a mgle line, to assure me you are 

tolerable^ 
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tolerable, will suffice me, now th*t I If now jrou 
are in the habitable world, and not within the 
jpolar circle, for I have the happiness of receiyi^ 
frequent accounts of you from several qf our 
common friends. 

^» they did not suffer for it, I thought it a v^iy 
favourable storm, that procured me a sight of 
Mr. and Mrs, Pulteney. I hope her health is iel 
good de^l. mended by the Spa. It grieved rae, 
that the sea,-sickness, and a very rainy miserable 
day, feept them at a dirty inn, a^d prevented my 
having the pleasure of their company, in at least 
a cleaner and more quiet house, llov hjive yOu 
stood all this uproar of the elements ? My Kttle 
tenement is so exposed, that n^y friends here 
seem to suspect, \ am in great dagger of being 
blown away, by the messages ancji inqyirjeti^sei)^ 
after me, since the t^empests of this la$t week. 
Part of my roof has indeed been laid open to the 
sky, but fortunately it happened in the night, 
and no one was injured : had it been in the day^ 
time, the tiles might have caused some, seripuat 
injury to some one of the fam^y. 

One inust be sorry for Mr. Grenville's death : 
theloss of a man of good character in privajte 
lifC) must always be a yery melajicboly circum- 
stance to his family s^nd friends. ^ t\^ith r^^ard 
^9 the public, the difference between one sta.t^- 
' \ maa 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



man ^nd another^ for the last ten years^ seems not 
very considerable. All (except one very short 
administration) have taken care to secure their 
own^ad vantages, and left the nation to amuse it- 
self with the same subjects of complaint. I see 
by the papers, that the supporters of the Bill of 
'Rights are quarrelling among themselves, which 
is probably of no great consequence to the rest 
of the kingdom. Little good can be hoped from 
fen opposition so wildly and unreasonably con- 
ducted, as must terrify sober and well-intentioned 
people from joining them, howevet they may 
vehsh an' alteration in the public measures. 

It i^ well that there is any good reason for the 
Irope that' tile French will not join the Spaniard! 
in cas€i.of a war. Our situation at present seems 
to be very alarming and unprepared. It is to be 
hoped that the gentlemen in opposition will not 
nnnecessarily distress government in any scheme 
really prbper for the general defence, and that 
th6y will deny themselves the comfort and amuse- 
ment of hanging the ministry till a more conve- 
nient opportunity. I believe you will not agree 
wltli me, in wishing Lord Chatham at the head 
of affairs ; but indeed I cannot help being of opi- 
nion, that in a situation like the present, Ke i^ 
the only one who^ humanly speaking, can extri- 
cate the nation out of its difficulliea, and raise it 

from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9* 

from that contempt which has probahly dratvn on 
oar dangers from Spain. 

if you have read the paper signed Lexiphanes, 
I dare say you have maKciously laughed at the 
indignation^ which you would know I should feel^ 
ft the repetition of dull and spiteful ridicule on 
my favorite author \ I have lately been reading 
his notes on Shakespear. I will not undertake 
his defence as a commentator; but the work is 
valuable for many strokes of his own great, and^ 
refined, and delicate way of thinking. But pray 
did you never observe, that with all his enco- 
miums on our Bishop, he sometimes, in the most 
polite and elegant language, treats him more se- 
verely than his most open and professed enemies. 
These have 

*i* Kicked, aiid cuifed, and split, and tore, and rent, 
And done they know not what, in their avengenvpnt/' 

Some of them have scratched his face with 
their nails, and others have pdted him vnih stones 
and brickbats, till he was black and U«e; but the 
pen of Dr. JiJinson, like the ethereal stroke of 
ligbtnij^, without any external mark of video^e^ 
has penetrated to his vitals f . 

♦ 1>T. Johnson. "^ 

•f- Mi?s. Carter's opinion was verified by the event. N« 

circumshince in Bishop Warburton's literary life seems to 

;.« V- bavt 
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llmft wt hewd from Mm Vi^i^y jBince.sW 
left Chester, but suppose she wtU soqu be with 
3^AHtqjinff; wd I s^U very soon alter thmk 
cifbei^§4ili^r^ myself^ a thought which helps to 
wear W^f^ Bnfuiy hoqrs of pain. Ciod bless you^ 
Sly 4ear €r^Q4i M^ith health and happiness^ but 
pi?i^ tajk^ceyre of yourself for the sake of all those 
wlia }we youi and who delight as much in your 
fociety as,, 

Yours affectionately^ &c. 



LETTER CXXXlh 

Deal, December 20, 1770. 

Yovu letter^ my dear friend^ kindly re* 
liaved my impatience to hear from you, but alas ! 
did 'not give me that infonnatieR my heart wished 
foil i am ghd you are so careAil <tf yoursdf^ 
and pray {Hsrsevere, and God grant you success. 
My spitite ave particularly low just^ow, and my 
t^ttgfata %(» strongly tinctured by the recoSec** 

have affected him more tbaa the manDcr in whi^h bis absurd 
^criticisms on, antl expUnatioa of, tbe text of Sbakespear, 
were trea(«4 by Pr. iohosoii. Ha could ii«i|ber "write nor 
§geak Qi it ivitb temper. 

tionf 
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tidhs arbing from diis sad anniversary, nM t6 i^ee 
whatever particularly interests my heart in a too 
melancholy view *. I remember wheti 1 oricie 
felt the shock of an earthquake^ long after it was 
over, the ground seemed ta sink beneath mfy feet, 
when in reality all was safe and still 

1 rqoice with you on the enbonpoint of our 
dear Mrs. Vesey, even if it should debase her from 
being a shadowy Sylph, to a mere earthly ftit gm- 
tlewoman, in perfectly vulgar good health Be 
so good as to give my affectionate love to her, 
and dear good Mrs> Hancock, who I rejoice to 
hear is quite recovered. After the melancholy 
account I heard of Miss Dawes, I was glad to 
find she was in such a living way ; her lo$s w6uld 
have been a sad afBicting stroke to poor Mrs. 
Delany. I wish the report of Lord Bottetourt's 
death may prove a falsehood. I could not help 
being struck when I read the account in the pa- 
pers. Too much action, and too little thought, 
forms a strange perplexity of character, which at 
once interests and puzzles ; and one cannot help 
wishing such a man to live on, in the hope that 
the fermentation of right and wrong may at 
length subside, and all grow clearer at last. 

♦ Tliig probably alludes to the daith<>f Mi8lT«ibo*^'*bjdi ' 
took place in the preceding winter, in t)ie month o( J«iiU!»rjw 

-The 
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The two hist days of severe coM weather have 
braced iip my poor shattered constitution^ and 
rendered it for the present much more tidy than 
f<Nr some we6kd past ; but it is a ragged and bad 
one^ aiui by the next thaw will probably be hang- 
ing all in tatters. I hope to set out on Friday 
for Tnnstal, and early in the fdlowing week hope 
to be in town, but I have a good many odds and 
ends to wind up before I leave this, and my sad 
head will not always aUow me to do as much as I 
wish, and often not half what I ought Adieu, 
my dear friend ; I hope returning heakfa will 
soon put you into good humour with the old year, 
and shcdl be happy if you are jUie better plesased 
with the naw one, if it conveys to you 

Your most affectioimte, &c. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 

Jane 8, 1771. 

If I was idot in the highest good-hu- 
mour, my dearest friend, at the good account you 
give of your health, I would quarrel with you for 
the length of your letter : one page is all I allow 
you to write, and as much less as you please, pro- 
voj*. n. H vid^ 
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vided a says you arc well, for I am thor<rag;{iIy 
persuaded, that to a constitution, whose sprhigs' 
have been so much overstrained^ a total suspen- 
sion of all application is positively necessary, and 
therefore I desire you will not disr^ard my 
rcto. 

I had a letter from London, dated a day later 
than your's, which mentioned the poor Bishop of 
t>urham being still alive, so I hope you will meet 
with no drfficulUes. I am obliged to you for men- 
ti<^ning- so many of our friends ; it is pleasant to 
think on so many people, wh6m One esteems and 
loves, and Who so much esteem and love each 
i^her, being assembled together, and by that 
means lessening the erniui t)f a situation, the 
effect of necessity not of choice. I hope heidy 
Dartrey will find all the benefit she expects from 
Tunbridge. 

I cannot think what is become of our Sylph. 
She desired me to write to her from Tunstal, and 
I obeyed her the day after I got there ; but hava 
not heard a word from her, or of her since. Pro- 
bably she is at Old Windsor, tugging poor Lady 
Primrose over land and water, to every place 
wjthiu the reach of a ferry, or a post-chaise. I 
wish she niay join the party at l^unbridge, which 
Wouhf do her a world of good ; yott would like it, 
aiiAshi vvoald'not dislike or find the least objec- 
- '■^■^^ lion 
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tipn to ihi kiad o£ life that you disclain), , I am 
glad jfou are at Moiwit Ephraim, as you certainly 
i^n live quieter there than on the pantiles: yau 
are very gQod in wishing me with you, , 

I must tell you what a providential escape I 
had yesterday morning. I was going out to walk 
tirith miy dog, and at the door another dog fell 
violently upon him ; I drove him off with a stick, 
and some pebbles^ and walked cm ; he immediately 
renewed his attack upon my dog ; t again droye 
imnoff: as he passed by me^ I saw something m 
his appearance which gave me a suspicion of his 
being mad. After I returned from my walk^ I 
described the d(^.to our servant, who said he 
knew him well, and be thought I must be mis- 
taken in my suspicions ; but a few hours after- 
wards he very properly came and told me that 
the dog was mad, that he had bit several other 
AogBy and was just then hanged. What a mercy 
it was, that after I had provoked him, he did not 
fall upon me ! You will easily believe there were 
immediate orders given for dispatching my poor 
old dog ; and I am sure I need not. say how much 
I was grieved for this necessity, for though I am 
by no means inchned to have any great fondness 
lor animals, this poor creature had for so many 
years attended me in my walks, that it y^us im« 
po8»ble not to hftve sgm^ very uncprnfortabl^ 
u2 ' ' fjpelingf 
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feelings about this accident^ though I have so 
much reason to be thankful it was no worse. It 
seems there have been more mad dogs lately than 
fcver I knew. My brother, some little time ago^ 
was obliged to. destroy all his^ from their having 
been bit. 

Lord and Lady Ancram, and their family, are 
come to Deal, so our sea-bathing season begins 
very early; indeed, our's is such a fine open 
coasts I wonder more people do not come to us, 
the water is so fine. Lady Hold^rnesse came to 
day for a short time only. I am glad to hear 
Miss Stanley has so fair a prospect of being ad- 
vantageously established. I am afraid you will 
scarce beable to read this, for I cannot see what I 
write^ so I must say adieu, my dear friend. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Deal, Jul^ 2, 1771. 

?ar friend, receive your 
•that on which it ought 
annot account for the 
to receive it, as it as- 
sured 
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siired me you was going on well, and benefiting 
by your sejoiir on Mount Ephraim. 

Indeed, it'vJ^ould be in vain for you to seek for 
a likeness of our Sylph, in the environs of Tun- 
bridge, or in any other region below the moon ; 
you can never find it except among the visitors of 
your own imagination. I remember when you 
first talked of introducing me to Mrs. Vesey, there 
happened so many impediments and disappoint- 
ments, that I affirmed she was a mere '' ens ra- 
■' tioTvis/' and a fiction of your own invention. 
i am sometimes inclined to relapse into the same 
opinion ; only, as I then took her for a reverie 
lof your's, I now take her for one of my own ; 
but our reveries are often so much alike, Tthat this 
makes no great difference, and only furnishes a 
stronger proof against her real existence. How- 
ever, if she does actually, as well as potentially 
^xist, it is in a way entirely her own. 

I have suffered so much that I have not b^en 
able to accompany you in Tacitus, as I could have 
wished. ■ I allow your similes in favor of your 
-own hypothesis to be extremely ingenious and 
brilliant, but 1 think they are not strictly just. 
To have stated the comparison fairly, I think you 
should have supposed the materials of your 
temple, to have been of the most solid strength, 
and the most exquisite beauty^ but the building 

framed 
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framed with monstrous disproportion. Would it 
in that case, have been an object of admiration ? 
An object of terror indeed it might be, as such a 
wrong disposition of the parts of which it is com-t 
posed, would render it liable to be perpetually 
crushing all who came within its reach. I have 
the more courage in attacking you through Au- 
gustus, as I have so wise/ and so venerable an 
authority on my side, as that of Tacitus. I never 
c^n think without horror^ of a wretch who, to 
the gratification of his own selfish passions, sa- 
crificed the lives of so many thousands, and the 
liberty of a wliole people. I shall readily allow 
that the divine principles of virtue, were never 
completely understood, till the world was en- 
lightened by Christianity ; and that our censures 
on the failings of many great characters, in the 
the heathen world, ought to be moderated by 
charity and candour. But still that different ap^ 
plication of talents, to good or bad pui^oses, 
which forms the difference of mora} character 
with regard to the world, has ever subsisted, and 
our judgment of human actions, ought to be regu- 
lated accordingly *. I have a world more to say 

• Thai is m other and better words, that as many as have 
sinned viithmt law, shell als9 perish without law ; and as mantf 
%s. iave mn<d m th(^ Icao, shall he judged by tht law. 

in 
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in mfffori of my aversion to your hero, but I must 
' aosw er the other parts of your letter. 

I know you will chide me for most heartily 
dislikii^ Ari^totIe*s Ethics. It nlay not be for my 
OTe4it» perhaps^ to say so ; and yet I cannot help 
thinking it a performance for which no mortal 
was ever the wiser or the better, and that one 
might learn just as much of the na^re and prac- 
tice of virtue*, by studying a treatise on thft 
longitude. Indeed, fdl systems of virtue are 
mere chimeras, when not founded on the will of 
Gofl, and that rdation in which created beings 
stand to their Creator ; and of this Aristotle hajf 
»ot said one syllable. 

You will certainly think 1 have set myself 
down to write a critical review, so I will say n© 
more $tbout books, when I have told you how 
grievously I was disappointed in the entertain- 
ment I expected in Corneill^ which I had not 
looked into these twenty years, and had totally 

♦ The proof of the troth of this assertion, if any proof be 
requif^di is to be found in the contradictory views which 
the beet aud wi;$est of the heathen philosophers had upon 
thi» interesting subject. None of them agreeing universally 
upon the same principles ; many of them entirety differing 
from each other ; and all of them allowing of some vices, 
though not of the same. See Dr. Jenkin's ** Hcasonahlencbs 
** and Certainty of the Christian Religion;** and Ellis's 
** KnoWJedge of Divine Thiii^s from Revelation.'' 

forgot. 
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forgot His cliaracters seem to mp to ^ye n0 
earthly thing to do^ but to reaso^^ and talk sep-f 
tences a Venvi. Poly enete. however is excellont^ 
or rather Pauhne. I cannot however qqit t^ejiub- 
ject of books, without heartily joining wkh you, 
in the wish of such a kind of supplement ta De 
Solis as you propose. Though I cannot at pre- 
sent enter upon a confutation of your marmaiade 
sophistry, 1 cannot help expressing the pleasure 
it gives me, that you will comply with Miss Read's 
request; the manner in which you propose ta 
do it, is certain extremely proper, and worthy of 
yourself. 

I am glad you have such, good aqcciuuts fraw 
your colliery ; indeed, whatever you ,raay think 
about it, nobody loves money .better, than I diQv 
both for my friends and myself. \ hear my JUird 
Lyttelton is expected soon at Deal Castl^.^ I- 
hope public affairs will at last be settled fxxii the 
best. It will be one proof, I think, that they are 
so, if his Lordship has a share in the admiuist)ra- 
tion of them. With all my avarice of admiia- 
tion, I have a great deal at the service pf.a^elia- 
racter like his. I am much obliged to you> and 
most heartily thank you, for your very kind re- 
membrance of the time we so delightfully passed 
together at Tunbridge ; I can find nothing that 
will;, in any degree, replace the pleasure I then 

enjoyed. 
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*rij6yed/but a fneqtient intelligence that yon de- 
rive the same advantage from the same place. 

I modi sincerely tbaiik you for that variety of 
noble meditations^ which yoa have pointed out to 
tne on a view of the ocean. I had no rest tiO I 
had read your letter upon the sea-shora 1 ac* 
corcfinglydid read it there^ and heartily wished I 

could have been interrupted in my reading 

1^ the writer. You flatter my local vanity^ in 
the compliment you pay to our shore at Deal* 
Indeed it ig much finer than any I have ever had 
an Opportunity of seeing. I spent a day lately at 
Margate, and quite blest myself on 4he different 
appearance of the sea, between that pl^ce and 
this. I had the pleasure of meeting with one of 
your brothers there, I believe it was Mr. Charles 
Robinson ; and, even at the hazard of appearing 
very impertinent, I could not forbear speaking to 
him> and making an enquiry after you. 

Pray write soon, not a long letter, but merely 
an account of your health, with which I |shall be 
peffecHy well satisfied, and look on it as a proof 
that you retain that affection which has so great, 
perhaps, so unreasonable a share, in the happi- 
ness of my dearest friend. 

Yours, &c, &c. 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

DeaU July 8, 177 J- 

My dear friend. 

Provided you always retain the virtues 
of a good Christian, X shall always be niighty 
glad to hear, of your being as rich as a Jew ; 
and even if you were to forfeit some of the ac» 
tomplishments of a fine lady, I must be awkwwd 
enough to rejoice, at your having the beidth of a 
dairy maid. * However^ as your genius takes a 
pretty ample sweep, I am in no great apprehen** 
sion, but you may contrive to keep both. I enjoy 
by proxy, the beneficial effects oS Tunbiidge 
waters, on my friends ; and I heartily wish our 
dear Sylph had shared ii^ for I do not }ike the 
atcounts I hear of her. If you have heard any 
thing of her, pray mention it when you write, 
for she is a very idle correspondent herself. 

You want me to be interested about the city 
election, alas ! for which side could one be much 
interested ? Not for Wilkes, who has been top 
bad a man, for one possibly to suppose him a 
gQod patriot ; nor for a ministry which ha^ made 
use of such methods to prevent the freedom of 
election. In short, on all sides^ there seems so 

little 
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little to be hoped^ and so much to be feared^ that 
it is very difficult for any person^ not influenced 
by partiality for either, to know how to form any 
wish. Happy are those whom the quiet ob-^ 
scanty of private life, exempts from taking any 
part, in such a state of public confusion and dis- 
order! 

I never heard of a more Qutrageously impm* 
dent Msehood^ than that in the papers^ wMch 
affirmed that Archbishop Seeker was made? a 
Bishop at thirty, I see it is contradicted in the 
last news; if those who invented it, ever read 
his life, they must surely flatter theraschres, that 
nobody else ever did. 

I 'dare say you do miss dear Lady Dartrey, 
and her lovely fairy child; nor do I wonder at 
your despair at parting with Mrs. J. Pitt and 
family; people so good^ so friendly, and so 
agreeable as they are, must make a sad blank in 
the society they quit, for they must be much 
beloved. 

I am delighted that you have not any thoughts 
of going to the Installation, and give you all 
credit for your forbearance; but I certainly 
think t^l^ and the crowd would be quit? too 
tntt6h'^ your htelUi> otiMrwise I should |hink 
it miilit bek strong temptaitioii> m I imagine it 
niliil'be (jne ^ the finest sights^ Umt mortal 

pomp 
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confess/ that if I could have seen it, with any 
tolerable ease, it would, have been a raree-show, 
greatly to my taste ; but perhaps it is from a 
false idea, that it would realize all one's imagi^ 
nations of chivalry, and Gothic grandeur, for 
which Windsor Castle is an admirable scene. 
You bid me be glad of the Bishop of Lincoln's 
preferment^ but you do not tell me what it is, 
and I have sought in vain for it in the papers. 
Adieu, my dear friend, I fear you have given up 
aH thoughts of visiting this part of Kent this 
year, as you do not mention it in your last letter. 
I hope the heavy clouds are all dispersed, and^ 
by this time, lost their weighty and leave yon to 
the enjoyment of the same fine summer-like days, 
as we have at present here. I am, &c. &c. 



LETTER CXXXVL 

Deal, /m/i^ J4, 1771. 

• : Without the hdp of your explanatiim^ 
jny/^r iraeBid, I hvd presently diacoviefiedrvidio 
yam visilor must be. But- alas; it^griievesiiie 
to^ttd that tnixed up vfith the aerial qudities^of 

(he 
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the Sylph^ there is so alarming a proportion €i 
the more mortal woman. Indeed her present 
state of health is terrifying^ for it appears to me' 
more eccentric than I ever knew it ; and one feels 
the more uncomfortable about it^ from the know* 
ledge that she will never keep long enough to any 
one remedy, to allow it to be as beneficial to her 
as it can, merely because she does not find it a« 
beneficial to her as she expects. There are very 
many intermediate degrees, between absdute 
health, and such a miserable want of it, as de- 
stroys all the enjoyment of life; and, in case* 
which do not admit of cure, if people would con- 
descend to be contented with amendment and 
relief, their sufferings would often be reduced to 
a very tolerable state, and their minds acquire 
that tranquillity and cheerfulness, which can 
never subsist amidst ineffectual wishes for an nn*' 
attainable object. But, indeed^ it is our poor, 
dear Sylph*s misfortune, in every pursuit, to raise^ 
her expectations too high, for the condition of 
mortidity ; and this gives her that perpetual rest*- 
lesisness of body and mind, "which harasses and 
wears out both *. She scarcely ever, I believe, 

enjoys 

♦ Tbit restlessness of mind probably arose from some pby- 
«cal cause ; md Mrs. Carter seems to have bad a dread that 
it might termiuate, as actually' was at last the case, in mental 

imbecility. 
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tta^s 9Xkj one oliQect^ from the jappT^hiMioA 
that something better may posaiUy be fouad in 
another. It is really astonishing to see how this 
sestless pursuit counteracts all the feelings of her 
amiable and affectionate heart. There Are feur 
things, I believe^ that she loves like yod^.and 
me ; yet when she is with us^ she linds thjat yffa 
and I, not being absolute divinities^ have no 
power of bestowing perfect happiness^ and so 
from us she flies aw<iy^ to try if it i^ to be met 
with at an assembly^ or an opera. I eould dwell 
by the hoar on this subject, thought indeed^ it 
affects and hurts me ; for I love her too well> jiot 
to feel a very sincere uneasines^^ at seeing her so 
tsokdBk less happy, than her sweet and engaging 
character, is qualified to make h^« I am g)ad 
to find Mrs. Henry is to go in the si^me ship with 
har. I fear it will be long, if ever she returas to 
fioghtnd agaiii> which will be a very real loss to 
Ihe society, who arc acquainted with heir nmit, 
which k as high, as great good sense, jo»atd to 
^moat undeviating uprightness^ the q¥^ an- 

imbecility. Ikr state of mind seems to have hten not unlike 
that of Dean Swift ; but to her its consequefnces were alle- 
viated as mucli as possible by the kind attentions of her 
friendjs. Mrs. Carter, when she i^as; in towu, ncyer omi^ed 
goi^ ta see her every day, though it wast by pp means ej^ar 
whether she knew her once loved friend or not. 

9 affected 
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dfected piety, and the warmest, and taiost tc^ 
benevolence ean render it 

I heaiid lately from Mrs. Bunbar, \Tba iud 
caliiBd on them, that Lady R Coningsby and 
Mrs; Trerors, were quite well, Mw. J, Pitt i# 
in Doraet«hire» and very well, and vei?y bu3y, as, 
God be thanked^ she generally is in doing gOML 
Her present scheme is setting up a manufitcto^, 
which will employ the poor people and their chii« 
dten, and may prove a lasting benefit to thenu 
Bi|t, too. probably, she may meet with great diffi- 
cnllties in this excellent <itosign» as she is situated 
in the midst of smuggling, whi^ is the utter 
^estroction of afl honest industry *. 

By all tliat I learn of the Margate masqaeradcy 
it was as quiet, aivd as sober, as the good dd 
ladies, sitting in a row, and talking as wdl as 
they could, much in the way of some that I have 
^eafrd you jnost irreverently laugh at lart winter^ 
could make it. I wish your Paris inlelligoAlce 
may have the good effect of lowering the ladies* 
heads next winter, to some standard more am* 
distent with the human form. I am glad y^u 

* Of this truth, in the situation in whicl^ she lived, Mrs. 
Ctrt^r had continual and melancholy evidence constantly 
before her eyes. But she and all lier family discouraged it 
as much as Wk$ in their power, both by precept and e.'C- 
ample. 

havei 
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kave had «uch good acconnts from Mr. Mott« 
iBgn, and I hope you will have no ahrms that 
shall draw yon from a place whfsre yoa are re* 
ceiving so much benefit^ and where I would wish 
you to continue the longest time possible. 

Your godson and his brother are with us, and 
feel both very happy in your kind postscript to 
them. The frigate that carried Mr. Banks^ and 
the other philosophers, to make observations, I 
know no* where, or about what, is now in* the 
Downs; and the said philosophers^ have been 
on shore, and my nephews have been wild to 
see them, in order to ask them questions of what 
they have been doing ; hut happily for them they 
hajre never fallen in their way. Their curiosity. 
is universal, and takes in omne scibile, so far 
forth as it can be acquired in the way of question . 
and answer. Adieu, my dearest friend, God con- 
tinue to you the blessings of healthy and every 
other. I am. 

Most fakbfully. &c. 
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* * LETTER CXXXVIl. 

Deal, AuguU 30, 17TU 

A THOUSAND thanks to you^ my dear 
friend^ for giving me the pleasure of knowing 
you are so wel! recovered ; it is probable the late 
storms may have affected your health. I have 
stfdom known a more violent tempest, both of 
wind and rnin, than we had here two or three 
days ago. The harvest about us is so nearly 
o\^er, that it did us no hurt, and never was there 
a'flner season known. Whether the blessings of 
heaven will produce the effects which ought to 
arise from plenty, time will shew; but there seems 
to have been for some years, such a disposition in 
the good people of this land, to devour or starve 
eadh other, that 1 fear, it is doubtful, whether the 
poor may be relieved by a cheaper purchase of 
the necessaries of life. 

There are, I believe, no new Sermons of 
Archbishop Seeker's just come out. There have 
been seven volumes published since his death ; 
mnd it is more than a year, since the last of these 
appeared. They are, indeed, most admirable 
discourses. The fairness and simplicity of his 
fttgameiits^ and that penetrating force with which - 

▼01. 11, I he 
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he atldresifies them to the heart and conscieti€c<> 
render him, I think, the most capable .of furor 
dnciDg^ the ri!ect, at i/vhich he m\ms, of anjf 
preacher I ever knew. After bftvin^ finished 
these Sermons, I am at present ^mng throvgb 
Bi^Iu>p Sherlock's: he is, for the most part, 
veiy excellent ; but do yon not sometimes find 
bim too clever: and are not you sometimei 
vexed and offended, by instances of ingenioof 
«q)histry, which are rather less utibecoming the 
bar, than the pulpit? In reading books of di- 
vinity, besides what I chiefly necd,^ my owa im>- 
provementy I have a view to the seleetiog such as 
are proper to recommend to those, who are uo^ 
happy enough to have entertained prejudioai 
against the Gospel; and it is surpatiainghow very 
difficult it is to find, in this view, an unexception- 
able author. Most of those with whom I am ac- 
quainted, in some instance or other, injure th^ 
vtiVLHQ of truth, by a weak or improper defence. 
Ami people tinctured by prejudices, or disposal 
to cavil, will overlook- all the strongest argu- 
tnents, and contrive to strengthen their own 
eiTors, from the weak ones. Archbishop Seeker** 
are, 1 think, the least liable to any objection, of 
alt^ther ; and, if the most valuable part of Sher- 
Jock's could be selected^ they are certainly amaz- 
ingly forcible aiidi convincing; bui^ in their prc- 
'tQ »ent 
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icnt'inHxtitfe; Lsktuld much fear whetberj to an 
uniaenever^ibey migbt not do more harm' than 
good; though a Christian may derive very greaV 
fidvantfige from* tl»em *. 

il thank- yon for the history of the Ddfce ie 
ChoiaeiiVs cmmc revenge on Voltaire- Not bal 
he has reaped just sm:h a harvest as he had 
ceascHn to expect from the cultivation of such A 
wit Whoever encouragi^ wickedness by enter- 
ing into connection (I vfrill not profane the name' 
<^ friendbliip} with a bad man> has no reason iff 
complain of ingratitude in return for y» favors. 
^he iwretxrh, who butrageoosly vtokites bis duty 
iotheaven^ can «ev^r> upon «my r^asodablegrOund^ 
4»e expected ta^^ preserve any regard to the oUiga- 
-tionsh'dae to bfs< inferior beiie&otor»« 

" Can lesser wheels, repeat their native stroke, 
When the prime function of the soul is broke.** 

V Whether I ever do or do not reoeive that Jong 
letter, .wJiichyou was so good as to lock up in a 
drawer for me, L hereby give you a receipt in? 
fuU of all demands^ in the article of long lotters^ 
till I am so iiappy as to see you« Indeed^ my 
heart is so mudi more interested in your healthy 
than my head in your genius ; and the ^^oncem^ 

* Mrs. Carter's opinion of the works of thw two winent 
Divines, continued uachnngecf to tbc last ^ : ' • 

i3 «f 
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of ray heart ate, moreover, of so liuch more \m< 
portaryce tp me^ tlmn thoae of my iietd^ that i 
\vjfsh moftt heavtity to receive no more iitmi y^' 
tlinn St vessel of paper, which tvUI be ^uffioieftb 
to conv^ to me all I want to know; vift. that 
you are well, and that you have not forgot me. 

I was very sorry to hear of podr DoctcMrCrrc- 
gory's affliction, which^ as fieu: as one can .jtidge of 
bis heart by his writings, he must have felt very 
severely. Poor man/ it is an alarming chrcum-. 
stance, that his daughter died of a consumption, 
as. that is so often a family distemper. > I hava 
w%t(^td the weather, particuiariy a votre inten- 
tim; aud hope, upon the whole, you have^foiimit 
it.tdemble, though niot perfectly fieivoraUe. At 
least^ I hope, whatever disagreeable intervals of 
sullen, cloudiness may have obscured your pro- 
spects^ the evil has been merely external, and 
not reached ymir heakh, or interrupted your^ 
perfect enjoyraeut of the society of your friends. 
I beg my aff(H^iona(e regards to my Lord h^** 
tejton* : it Ims! Henry published yet ? • 

My lover to the.dear Sylph, who has forgot me> 
an.d <K> Mr9. Hancock who has not; I have the 
pleasure of talking them over sometimes with 
l^y Aocram and Mrs. Crofton, who have been 
here good part of the summer; and I hope will 
sti^y mv(k^ w;eeks longer, as her Ladyship's health 
'.^ >.. y. .- ■ "- ^- ■■ is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



117 



i| much improved by Jthe sea and riding. AH thilf 
iatelligence iSf not for you, who do not kn<m her/ 
but for Mrs; Vesey who does. A vous pour ki^ 
vie^ my dearest friend. '* 



LETTER CXXXVIIL 

Deal, September 18, 177U 

I HEARTILY rcjoice, my dear friend, that 
the affftir which brought you to town, and gave 
you so much perplexity and diitreai, is so wdlf 
settled. It must have been extremely trymg to 
your disposition, to have seen so much unfeeling-^ 
ness, when you was doing all you could from the' 
very best of motiyes, bis welfare here and here- 
after j but you must have been repaid by the . 
happy reflection, that, as your tenderness was, 
on this account, so particularly necessary to the 
poor sufferer, it has pleased God to put it intp 
your power, to render it effectual to his comfort, 
if he chuses. 

• The Portsmouth story has never carried any 

ji*eat air of probability! If Britain is ifbt mad^ 

what a horrid wretch he inust be ! The pi^sent 

^mes; bad as they are^ yet I hope are not yet so 

- bad. 
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to produce any such effects from tliw 
; may be fatal to innocent people. One 
\ at the thoughts of what plots; and ru- 
F plots, have occasioned in former reigns, 
/ents, it is a sad symptom of our situa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Dunbar tells me^ tiiat she has read in the 
papers; that our Sylph is landed in Dublin. I 
suppose it is from the Irish newspapers, and/ if 
our Sylph had not been very idle, she might 
have acquainted us with her safe arrival before 
this time. The gihort suspence of your sweet 
' * : two dreary, wet days, has pro- 
enjoy, with the more spirit, this 
jt weather, by which most hap- 
ucceeded. Yesterday waft thtj 
ve had in this part of the world 
had a most delightful walk in 
nd enjoyed the most beautiful 
1, rising out of a calm sea, in the 
st eveuing imaginable, 
going to be prodigiously magni- 
ficent in this neighbourhood, by the arrival of the 
' Piincess Amelia, at the distance of two oir three 
miles' from this, place. I have some reasoft to 
believe U ti*ue, ami yet the house said to be ta^n, 
does not seem to me big enough to contain her 
IloyiJ IlighnesseVfa©, wHh aU the proper pfficera 
^"^ belong- 
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l^eloqgiiig to it. . Great doings I het 
more masquerades, O dear, O deai 
vagance and folly travel thus to the 
the land! 1 would write more, bi 
bead says iiay^ and I must to n 
adieu. 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

Deal, October 17, 177l. 



I RECEIVED with great ] 
4ear friend^ the account of your, t 
rhred at your journey's wd, and tl 
50UJP colliery going on in a prospen 
that Mr. Montagu Ipove his journey well, after 
all be has suffered. I rejoice that Mr. Matthew 
jiobinsim * has given your mind so much ease, by 
« promise which, I hope in God^ he will not b^ 
joaUed upon to perform. It is certainly however 
right for you to have taken every human and 
prudent precaution. When this point has been 
performed^ the next is without solicitude to con- 
sign ttbe eveut to bim who never dies. 



Afterward* Lord Rokeby. 



No 
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,^^^q.dfltibt but pQpf Lady. Mary ^f^oWM ^4PAt 
j^ JEuU ojf inconsistency a|id folly* But^ «aQ^.,^s 
yyer the character of uogoverned |^i^i0ip]^9> Igt 
the degree of understanding be wbot. it jwill. m-I 
never heard whether her marriage, was agre^oj^ie 
to her own choice, or a mere destination of be^r 
father. In the latter case, though nothing cau 
excuse such terrible guilty it is entitled to more 
compassion. I think she canncrt; now be much, 
more than twenty. General Scott has acquire 
his fortune by gaming. He plays, as it is called, 
very fairly ; but so much upon system, that, I 
have been told, he di'inks nothing but w^ier, tb^t 
his head ipay be always perfectly CQoli What a 
ijixptyast between this deliber^e princij)Je ; of ; w- 
^i^e, ap4 the violent impejtus of hi^Jadyfs pftg- 
^icjps !^ Jrlow could any man have ^0 foljy tqiw- 
4r^t the virtue of his dajigl^r to §uqh a di- 

W^k-^l. -. • I ■ .' -':■ '■' 

. Lopd K-7~r-'s daughter has certainly a full, ejc- 

^fuse Xof th^ jirregyJarity.of her conduct by the 

.d^o^er in hpr mind ; and i^ much leps an ^)^^ 

;ofxe^suije^ than her father, in the piiblication of 

^ych opinjpns, as tend tp remoye the mei^fid,' 

,and ctfily upiyersajly . efifipctual. restraint,, wbiq^ the 

awful check of Divine Authority iiQposes <m tiie 

wild (Remands of the passions. Ineveryetji^ard, 

^bat ftny infidpl denied, bvt that Chfifitiai^ity 

iii; ' ' temled 
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^ea.cb^f^c\ety. Then what excuse csLn thei^fe 
befofth^s^iVho endeavour to weaken its'adthdi^ 
tity.Pi^opte' may have pitiable doubts thehi- 
selves of its truths but no one can have a cer- 
tainty that it is lalse ; and mere doubts can never 
be a justification^ for endeavouring to unsettle 
the principles, and disturb the peace of others. 

Why does Dr. Beattie sell the copy of his 
works ? It is abominable he should have such ii 
shabby price for* the second edition of the Min- 
strel. I am obliged to you for having given me 
^ati account of our Sylph ; I am not yet entitled to ^ 
4i€arfrom her/ as my answer to her last cannot 
yet have reached Liican. Whaf^ andijy ^hom, 
iare the Travels round the World, which you 
mentioli ? for I have not h^rd a syllable about 
thettiy except firofn your letter. Youistsk me if 
I never visit my friends at Canterbury ; but, in- 
stead, exce|rt the two days which Ispentivith 
JWrs. Dunbar at Margate, who sent a convey^ 
ymw ickme, I have never stirred out of this 
;:^lace/> bey^md the limits of a walk, and usually a 
short one; ibri have nev^r been abl^ to extend 
•t^fdr enough to reach som^ visits which 1 want 
ilo pay-itt ttie country; 

i'Tke dear Penningtons* are all wkh lis; my 

>?iat«i* ctoie for ^bttuge of air, afid is, ^thaUk feod^ 

J'-^' very 
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itey titne^ ahiI not bel^g very ^ut I. Im^ ik>^ 
maeh tima <»r incUnation for muoh exerfcioditrfiii 
th^ Mreaithtr has^ : been dreadfully wet, aje^ dan^p^ 
whicb yott knovr always afiFects^ . > 

. , . Yours truly,: 



LETTER CXU 

Deal, ^oim))cr 2, l?7l. 

Ini»eed> my dear friend, yoor&ceisA 
most unreasonable face> not to be, in toterablf^ 
good humour^ either at borne or abroad. Uy 
this time I hope k has got inU> better temper^ 
9sxA will at least suffer you to amuse yoai^self by 
your own fire^side. I diould have answerad your 
letter before^ but I do not like to write to yo9 
when my s^its are in an uncomfortable s^e, 
which they have been for some time past^ a« my 
fether has been ill^ and suffering very nmclv ; bat 
thank Gt>d^ to-day he is much better^ and soatfi 
i too J &ere has not^ I am thankful to say^ bem 
any appearance of danger^ but at his age> aikl 
with his very great dislike to taking any kmd of 
inedichie/ I always feel farmed He i% in re* 
; - i gard 
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garcl t^ fein^di^ wliich ai'e judg;4d jirapsr fbr 
hu^, too much like our Sy}ph> iii iicrt enough 'dii« 
tirrguishittg^, between perfect caseyand great jrtm j 
iMid 9eems to think, that what doeg ndtvprodi^tee 
the oae, is no kind of guard against ttie other* ' 

I am grieved to find by the papers, that Qi^r poor 
friend Mrs. Howe has lost her brother *. I think 
you did not know him. By what little I have seea 
of him^ 1 should judge him to be a very consider- 
able loss to his family. {le appeared to me re- 
markably pleasing ; and^ I believe, he was both 
in understanding and acquired knowledge, a very 
extraordinary young man. I have not heard in 
what manner Miss Howe supports this stroke^ 
her aiTectipn for him used to hurt her health ex- 
ti^mely, uppii every ^sence. HoW will it stanil 
fbis last separatioii ! Put people are wonderfully 
carried throu^ such circumstances, at to human 
forcsigtit appear insupportable* I wrote to our 
friend a day ot two ago^ which was as soon ad I 
had heard with any certainty of ^lis event 

We^luive tarril^ acccwntsi in the netirspapieiv 
of the damage d(me at Newcasde* Ihope Mt. 
^ontagti is. not there^ nor much eng^aged in it, 
nor ftny waya damaged by it. indeed I hope 
^iwry tijptle of it may be true> prob^Uy thct coal 

> f T^V ttoortkte Ihoaw Uowe^ ho4ie4 imB»imed^< 
: . merchants 
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m^Vchiants in London may make an inundation: 
irt ilce coal mines, with the same view as the- 
stock jobbere kindle a war. 

. 1' could not help feeling shocked to-day, on 
reading the Chamberlain's order for a ball on the 
Frhipess Dowager of Wales*s birth-day, at a 
time when ' she is in such a state, that perhaps 
before it arrives, he may be obliged to change, 
his advertisement into an order for her mourning. 
One would think, in her deplorable state, all t\\^ 
court etiquette would much better l^ve been 
avoided. It cannot be necessary to conceal a 
danger from herself of which it can hardly be 
supposed she can possibly be ignorant. 

I have heard nothing of Capt. Fielding since 
hi^ retiirii to England ; I bop^ bis i^tii^ nir will 
reistore him, but the accounts: before his wrival 
were vfery uncomfortable. 'He had six relapses^ 
mto the distemper of that horrid cl^msite^^ and 
his sufferings, poor soul, have been extreme. 
I hope it will please God to spare him to bis 
fiemritjr; to whom he would be a sad loss, as I 
bdiieve hitn to be a most excellent young man | 
tbcy blttve, as ydu may suppose, been iiv ver]^ 
gri»EU^ distre^ aboitt him ; Lady CluLrlotte Pinch 
has felt for him as for a son of her own, and thait 
is Buying every thing; for she is, I thinks the 
most' amiable 6f 9AI parents^ I ever knew; in- 

J ^ deed 
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deed in all respects, she is a chnvhcter most un-i: 
cornmonly great and good, aiid unites a high 
dimity of virtue, with a most sweet and en-, 
gaging temper ; which continually prompts her 
id endeavour at procuring that happiness for. 
others, vrhich spirits harassed and oppressed by: 
t^io&s trials, will not allow her to feel for herself. 
' In a case of such very essential importance as 
the blessing of health, surely, my dear friend, 
you will think it necessary to exert your good 
sense and your virtue, in oppositfon to the temp- 
tation of being merely civil in the estimation of 
the world. You can have no difficult 
coiinter ftom your friends, who are too 
of the' valae of such a life, to wish to 
it to their own particular gratification, w 
that will interfere with their general e 
that indeed, I think, Jf your own incline 
endeavours are very much in earnest, you may 
enter into society not a step further than you 
ind perfectly consistent witl) your health. In- 
deed it would be downright sinful, after it has{ 
pkased God to re-establish it in a mariner quite 
beyond our hbpes^ if you were to lavish it away 
upon any of the foolish ceremonies and affections 
of a town life. I am too tenderly interested in 
this point, hot to use every endectvour in my 
power to prevent your running i^to ipiscbief ; 
' but, 



Digitized by VjQOQIC 



tyv4f dim ! the world was muck too'tard {&t?me 
last winter^ and I shall be happy ^ it ia l»i 
poweilul in the next. I wish you to be in so- 
ciety^ because it is good for you^ andbecanse 
you are one of its chief ornaments ; Wt do not, 
pray do not, run wild. I found society in the 
summer very useful to me at times, when I Wai» 
neither ill enough to be confined, nor weU enough 
to apply to any Uiing. There have been a good 
many of my friends at Deal this year, and as I 
saw enough of them to enliven my spirits, and 
not enough to fatigue them, they did me a great 
deal of good, I am heartily glad that the reeo^ 
viary of the deeds has delivered you from tirt 
'^ onus probandi/' that the hospital wocdd have 
imposed on you. ^ 

Lady Dartrey wrote me a very comfortaMfe 
account of your looks, which I hope to see vei^if- 
fied soon after Christmas; I cannot, by any 
means, come before the usual time,^ though yoiii 
so kindly and affectionately wish me. I shaft 
write about ray lodgings next week, if my father 
has no bad return of his disorder; but ihave Ho 
heart to do it till he gets stout, and I cao- 1ea¥^ 
him with comfort to my own feelings, and a^moidl 
eert^nty that he will not want me* Adt^i;^ tap 
dearest. friend; pray, in remembering me, im>(- 
ioiember my advice, ai it comes from it- heovt 

-: whose 

6 
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nAoiet l]apt>iiie8ii k mudi dcffendatlt on ymr 
bedtti, an4 ycn^i: continued affection to 

Yours, Ac. Ac. , 



LETTER CXLI. 

Deal, November 14, 1771. 

: WELCOME, my dear friend^ to. you fire* 

^de in HijUstreety which I am ^ad to^ ftad yoii 
4mn oontme to make u» quiet and so}i(ary m 
fmv tim-siikf in Berkshire, wiib..theadiran4i|g<t 
vf he^ within r^^ch of human creatures, wJauen*" 
ever you find them preferable to siienoe aoii 
jn^pose. I most highly applaud yomr resn ting 
^e evening spctety, which would have eucceedeii 
11 £ati§uing morning. I bope^ de terns en tems^ 
lo be iiifonned that you persevere in this laudahte 
opposition to seduction, and then 1 yhall flattier 
myself, with the happiness of finding you in fuU 
fK>sseisioii of all that treasure of health, whkh 
fQH collected from the air and ,wa(tt of Tun^ 
Widge. I am afraid the la«t week ef fine w)ear 
|her^ has made you a iittle regsret leaving tha 
Qountry; but indeed^ I beHeve Lotulon is better 
ikit^QU timffi the country, lor, with ofl the flat^ 
: tering^ 
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lfertif)g'kj>pearances of the feky, it h seveirely coltf, 
and Sattdleford does not seem a good situation for ^ 
an ktalid, except in the heat of summer. 

I have not mentioned the marriage of Sir 

W — — to Miss G ; be is certainly very 

happy, by your account in his choice. But will 
a lady so accomplished, as you describe her, be 
equally so in her's ? However, if he is ^ood- 
fiatured, and has sense enough to place a due 
value on such a wife, all may be well. The 
fi^city, in this case, depends much more oh the 
heart than the hfeddc One must be glad that the 
poor Duchess is at such a diistance. It is,' no 
docrtJt, ^ extremely fit that Sir W — - — should 
many, but the bustle must be necessarily very 
paihftrl ta her. ' 

1- had a letter from Mrs. Pitt last week ; they 
ar6 aff well, and do not come to town till after 
Clmstmas. iPhey have been at Portsmouth, and 
she ttthkes some observations on the manner in 
which she Vas struck with the scenes she saw 
there, whicb do equal honor to her head and 
heart, which, indeed, is the case with all her 
letters. But these are the only instances in which 
she distoveris a close incommunicative disposition; 
for Ac willnot allow me ever to show them to any 
raortSl. Capt. Ch. Pieldipg was at Portsmouth, 
ftncf Jftied with them. Mrs. Pftt gives a sad 
^* account 
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M;c(mnt,of hig ajipearance^ yet both he aBd h^ 
brother affirmed that he was surprizuig^y bettw;, 
be is gone to Batb^ and there are bppes that th/^^ 
waterg, will entirely cure ban. , ^ ; 

I am sorry Mrs. Scott is so unwell j Miss Tom^ 
wbo was staying at Deal this summer^ made most, 
bomu^ble picntipn of her. We are to have jEt 
full family next week, all the PenningtQQs' ai:e 
coming to celebrate my father's birth-day > which 
is qi^ite a yearly g-ala with us, for never was a 
fathj^r better beloved, for never was there oi^e more 
deserving of it. He is, thank Qod^ aioazin^y^ 
better, and though be has suffered muchy yigt the, 
attack has beep slight by comparison, a^d we 
have eveiy reason to think and know, that Sir 
J. Pringle's re<^ipt has been of the greatest, 
benefit to him ; I must mention it, because it if 
so simply that any body may take iti A poond 
and a quarter of honey, taken in any way you 
please, every month ; the effect upon my father 
h surprizing, and has kept him free from any, 
seri^ous attack of the gravel for many months. 

Our newspapers give strange, dark, confused 
accounts of the examination of the PortMioutb. 
afl^rs; as far as one can judge from this kind 
of intelligence, it looks more than any thii^ 
like a scheme of low vilkny, of one w twa 
wretched profligates to gain some %dviM)t$g:e , 
VOL. II. K by 
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Ity pretended discoveries, at a time whfn the 
idi^contents of the people render then) sodiapqsed 
to adopt every fiuspicion of a plot, A most 
miserable symptom of the present state of thb 
Wrtion. It is to be hoped the affair will b€! most 
diligently searched to the bottom. What strange 
:horrid' letters are continually publishing in the 
name of that wretch Britain ! Is it supposed 
that there is any foundation for his assertious? 
Surely the ministry will, for their own sakes^ 
bring him to a fair open examination, the oiUy 
effectual way of convincing their enemies, if his 
testimony is false, as is most probably the case. 

I have, without the least success^ been running 
over in my thou^ts, every person at all likely to 
be fit for the oflBce you name, and I have con- 
sulted Mrs. Underdown, but neither of us can 
fincl any one, whom I could venture to recom- 
mend. All the people in this place are fully en* 
, gaged, either in lawful or unlawful trades, In- 
deed their attachment to the latter is so strong/ 
that most of them had rather suffer want and 
hunger, than apply themselves to any thing else. 
. — Some of the smugglers, by a late act of vio- 
lence and folly, with regard to the revenue offi* 
cers, have occasioned soldiers to be quartered 
i^on the town ; and by an insult to one of these, 
probably the number will be ificreased;^ and w* 
. / . 3 shall 
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%hkW-he' 'dragooned without'niercy ; a ' v^f y" d|^ 
'^grfeeabte circumsitance to qiiifet, sober, tifid 
orderly people, to have a set of poor, wretdieiJ, 
^^gate, shearing soldiers, in every street *i 

Adfeu, my dear friend. I cannot help feeRhg 
ag*A^ decceur, and lightness of sphriti, at'thfe 
«k>vight6 of your being got within a less dtstande 
of me ; it v^rHl not, I hope, be very many weeks 
befere I am so happy as to be stuck close to your 
^fbow. En attendant, 1 am most faithfully, 
Ac. Ac. 



LETTER CXLIL 

Deal, December 2^, \77X* 

Your kind wishes, hiy dear friend, are 
Hitherto, 1 thank God, very successful ; I am 
^uite in spirits about my father, who is most re- 
markably well ; better than I have seen him for 

■ •Let it bo mentioned to the honor of the atttiy in it« 
pTesu^ipit stat^, thafe there are now eic tensile bfeurrfurksiV^ry 
near the town, which have been filled with the militj^ry 
during all the late war; and that scarcely any instance of 
imordef or ^profligacy has occurred for many years among 
thAioldi^rs, and among thdr officers riofae. ' * " * 

kS alonf 
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a long-time. , 1 am much obHged to ym fw! m^n^^ 
tioning ^Ue medicine that cured Mr. Gaiirifiik^ 
though, as you write the best sense ru4 Uie 
worst hand of aiiy gentlewoman in Europe^ 1, 
could never have made out the name of the im^ 
thor, without tlie assistance of a friend who wa*; 
with me^ and who had happened to hav^ heo^ 
of him^ and who will make an enquiry about htS:. 
lixivium. 

1 rejoice that dear Lord Lyttelton and Mr... 
StiJlingfleet are recovering. Such charact^ra ar^* 
not 9Bly important to their friends^ but to the : 
World in general, who very much want a fftsv 
more 5uch examples. If you felt the we^hfty. 
last week, I fear you must have felt still mjoire^ , 
the outrageous tempest of .wind apd rain of la«t,i 
Sunday night. It quite demolished my poor^ _• 
w<?ak, silly bQad for that day and the npxt, but J > 
jt we must not complain^ for - 
nost delightful fine dayi^^ eyea ^ 
Lh and part of the last, and 1/ 
jf them I could. There ianp : 
lany more, before I have the ; 
felicity of ^i^ting quietly in, your dresging^QOin, . 
and eryoying one of those delicious tite-a^t^Us^ . 
that fully compensate even for such fi dayof ., 
quiet, sober, penetrating ram as to day j th^rj^if 
not a breaUi of win^^ itwil) therefoij^ ttf^ tla^ m 

ways 
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wtty»'ittt|)l^cticable to people whose' rimtfllii^ 
gMiuis i^ checked by uncomplying* hcahh. ' ' ' 
ftid^^^ my dear friend;' I must enter my pro- 
t^sV however unsuccessftilly, against your going 
to^ the play. It seems to me, that one evening 
past there, may be prejudicial enough to your 
health, to counteract the cool, quiet solitude of 
a week passed in your dressing-room. I hope 
your Northern business is aJl happily dispatched, 
and honest Edward Browne trotted back to Ins 
station under the pole-star, to which his constitu- 
tion is, I believe, much better adapted than 
yours, as well as his disposition. For as Edward 
wkh ail his merit as a very upright man^ has in his 
composition, a due proportion of the bear, he is 
mosA admirably wdl qualified to deal withy our un- 
toward gfetrtry there. Not but your presence hiay 
soinetimes be necessary to yegulale matters, and 
preserve to humanity its just rights, artd keep men 
and bears within their proper bounds. Adieu, 
my dearest friend, all else I have to i^y^ I shall 
reserve till We meet ; for just now I am quite in 
a bustle, and hardly know how I found time to 
say so much. All here desire to be kindly and 
respectfiflly remembered to you ; my fiather par- 
ticularly ' for your good wishes on his birth -day ; 
— I hope it will please God to bless him with 
maiYy more, as he at present has the full enjoy- 
ment 
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iMmt of all his fttculties, which i» th# gnafeest^^^f 
all blessings at his i^e.— God send, tny d^av 
tntad, that if you and I live to be as^old,' we 
may be equally favored by the Giver of all good> 
and let me add equally grateful for it *• ChiQt 
more^ GodblBssyou^ prays 

Yours truly. 



LETTER CXLHI. 

Clarges Street, May 30, 1772. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear 
friend, for the kind and welcome information of 
your being got safe and well to Tunbridge. 1 
should have thanked you for it by Thursday's 
post : but indeed I was so excessively tired with 
my ralcing on Wednesday night, and a long walk 
which I Was obliged to take the next morning, 

* Both these veqjucsts, as tbe Editor has &tety reason to 
t>eljevey were granted. Mrs. Carter lived to her UBXh, ye^, 
in ,a Yery rcinarkable possession of her understanding and 
senses, ^irs. Montagu died in her 82d year, without ittay 
farlbre but in her eye-sight; and from the known piety of 
both laoies, thfirthahk fulness and gratitude t0 the Almighty 
cuniYDt be doubted, 

: that 
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Ikatr i . wm realSy incapable of writing. :It i$Mh 
9^i to be sure, eater into the imaginatiQA iH 
y«iar Country gentlewomen what fatig;tte8 we fine 
Iftdm are &ted to endure in the exeorcise of a 
London life. 

The company at Bath House^ both of masks 
and spectators was extremely numerous. I be- 
lieve you would not have been so well pleased 
with any figure there, as your sweet little god- 
daughter^ for whom Mrs. Pulteney had contrived 
a fancy dress extremely simple and pretty. I 
think none of the characters pleased me so well 
as a lady in a man's domino, who talked not per- 
haps in the language, but upon the principles of 
a m^cCaroni, with great cleverness . and spirit, 
and with the most guUant contprnpt of all order> 
decency, goad sense, and humanity, and indeed 
was the severest and best satirist upon the^e 
wretches I have ever heard. I could not find out 
who she was. I must mention^ one odd circum- 
stance of the evening. I was, accosted by a 
mask, whom I presently discovered, and after we 
bad discoursed a little while, and were just jmrted, 
on turning my head I saw Lord Polwortb, \dio 
asked me if I knew that mask? To which I 
answered yes : I believe it is Lady Bell. Grej', is 
it not? '' Yes it is." The asking this questipn, 
plainly not for the sake of informatiian^ and. of a 

person 
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ptTMB witli whom lie was uot at all a;(k]aiaHtedy I 
tfatdc prcyres that he was pleasied with nthe* tub* 
ject. It is said Lord Mavchmont has made the 
proposal^ and that it has been refiiscd ; but whe- 
ther this be true I know not. If the character 
given of Lord P. is just, I hope it is not. 

I cannot tell whether yen heaini before you 
went of a letter written by Lady W. to her 
father, in which she informs him that she has th^ 
Duke of Gloucester's permission to declare, that 
she was iparried in 1766. The ceremony was 
performed by Dr. Green, Dean of Salisbury ; 
she is not to take the title of Duchess of Glou- 
cester. ■ 

I met Lady P. Coning;sby and Mrs. Trevoi' 
yesterday at Mrs. Talbot s/ and delivered yom* 
kind compliments. I shall see Lady JuKana Vtnn 
this day. My father and I are to set outiott 
Tuesday next, and I hope shall be at Deal by 
Thursday or Friday, where I sliall hope for tfte 
|ileasure of hearing- that you go on prosperously 
with llie watei^. The weather has been very 
fevbrable except one day. I begin to gro^im-r 
pJalient to leave London, which will socm becomfe 
Jtierely smoke and l}rick houses. I was grieving 
to think I should leave it on the very day of Mi*s. 
Pidflmg'g return ; but I am so lucky tocatdhiA 
^Hil^s^-of her, as die is^ arrived before 'Lady 

.q:f- Charlotte, 
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4iitPfymoiitb^ oAiltdii; «y dearest' friendif imtA 
ekery . ' ^ • ■ ' ■. . ' ' . - ^' ,"-f 



LETTER CXLIV. 

• •;: ..'■.'■ * . . ' ^ ■ ' ' ' . . ,/ 1. r .r( 

..v) t YwR letter arrived hjfro, ti^,4ear 
friend^ a few hours after me, and made me IfHpfiy 
l^«0|gQ^jan^accomijt as I ooujd weU;lH^p« f^pm 
^,<^ftiM4ipw not formi^ t^stai^4^in/;' )viwiw»4 
ffiwy*' Jife^ tjie $\gxi of the inap. in txne/Wi^ej. , | 
Iwpf^j hawevier, after this. i^n^porpiTy yjLCpiiTftr 
IMJencjei ! the Tupteidge waters wiU, give .ypijjap 
^p^e tp share in the g?j;ip|al blewjig^qf 
f^}}%y, wbiphi, it is to be looped,, th^e^e^ii^pgl^ 
^Ijp^vv^r^ wiU.jBrodvce* It i/tfas delightful, <»,.^p(^ 
^wJb^ wheat looked all the way o;i, tl?c! ;TO9iI^ 
My»fatfiw^ I thank God, iMtfel^^^^jowni^yv.ca^ 
tii^ii^y w§ft; we stayed at TunstalWd Mrida|f 
mqyping, flwd fi*und the Fenping^x^ ttqi^mhilt 
ij^fjli, Q3(Cjept poor James, vfho l^d^o^e f«fl hi| 
aMsioksi l.beli^viB! there isaottha4ffiis|txw^riftto 
"yv-ol i. J > appre- 
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ttpfiteheMlmgf dny dtmiimtion of ymtr iftoAon^^ 
MIfttbmMi*. He en^kred after you btfiore I wat 
got fairly out of the chaise. 

I read Mr. Jong's piublicatioii in great haste 
tone day while you were dressing, and hare not 
seen it since. The poetry is certainly beautifut^ 
bet the gsnetsA idea it gare me was^ that of ite 
being too Grecian and classical for an Oriental 
design. I am glad you are pleased with Dr. 
Hmrd'ft Lectures. I think there is something 
origiaal in his manner of treating the suJo^ect: 
jmd I scarcely ever met with a writer who placed 
objeetioflfs in so f^ir and strong a %ht Indeed 
#ieM is a very noble and liberal spirit tliroQgb 
•be whole wovk, and he points out very eamcrtfy^ 
*^i^ with great decency, the fa^^ mistflike of 
Festing the trutbs^ of christianify ^in any olh» 
fimndaition than tbe Gospel. 

I one morning picked up the Town^ Edoguei^, 
ind read^ I believe, moM of them. I do not lore 
Id cemure, eneept tn eases of importanee, what 
ihe vrorW in general appi^oves, but one Only 
thinks with a friend; and to say tniti), if I bid 
Bot known some instances of the same kind, I 
ahcwdd have been surprised at iht puUtc apfpro- 
bation of-them. They appear to me just what 
i expected to find them, mere pert common place 
satire, tagged with miserable rbyme. 

I have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



139 

-. I te?e i»ard nothing of our friend smoe I left 
town. Mrs. J. Pitt arrived in Arlii^;ton*8treet 
most vexatiously on Monday nighty but was come 
ooly on business^ and to stay but a day; she 
kindly intended to have given me a glimpse of 
her the next morning between eight and nine ; 
b«t alas ! I was^ to set out at five> so I did not tee 
lies. Lady F. Coningsby^ and Mr. Peiia% 
fiunily were to leave London early in this week. 

I have never read Mr. Mede^ except ia otiier 
writers^ and I bdieve he has been found so very 
uselttl an as^stant in the sludy of the ptopbecies^ 
that neariy all hia wcnrks have been traiM^ribed by 
\^r authors on the subjeet of whidi he has 
treMed. 

I beg my eompKnients to Miss Gregorif whM 
yma write ; be so good to mention in one word 
the success of the Yalentia eause^ which mustbe^ 
I sAppose^ decided by tihis time. I think your 
in^rovement of ale into bread wa& excdient; 
and \ yifAi the populace might think so too. 

All b^e are much yours ; and I more than all 
the world beside^ my dear friend% 

Most obliged^ &c. 
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LETTER CXLV. 

Deal, J//WC 20, 177?. 

lKD£ED>.iny dear friend, ! sit thfeitottifft 
fed very strongly the force of the prejinlice, tJlat 
one's own house is the best of all possible houses^ 
as i am just returned from a visits whidi it ^ost 
me a g;reat efibrt of resolution to pay. It is tnie 
that^l have a very laudable aflfection for conifer- 
8atm9^^ bcitthen it is equally true, that I hiortally 
hs^eitsdking;; atrd tonse^uently I ha\'e no nattiraS 
talents for a visit. Yet a visit h a part 6f Mfe, a 
deirtMdndi'in''many cdses one owes to the g'eh^ral 
retalioii ^ human ^creatures to eadi trther, and 
which one has m> right to withhold menfly be- 
cause it. mdy happen to ebntradict sdtrie mdft 
agreisaMe amireement. We% quoad hoc, \ have 
donetny dtity, and am flown batk with tWtrisport 
to fee quirt and cheerftilness of my own Ifttle 
apartment, and the conversation cff my • deiiif 
frietnd. . ^ 

I have exceedingly rejoiced in this fine season 
of dry wjeather, particularly as it has been so-- 
favourable to your pursuit at Tanbridge* I hope 
while it continues you will bestow as much time ^ 

as 
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M you can poesibly spare in laying hi a stDtk of 
health for the remainder of the year. A few 
weeks more of idleness, may qualify you fiwr 
months of activity. 

It wouki be hard indeed if it was fact^ that a 
'^ strange vnlgar necessity should play the lord 
pf^^mount over all delicate affectkms." But 
lumpily tke heart can preserve its own rights, 
amidst all the interruptions of external lMistIe^< 
aji^dUlcQep the sentiment alive, lK>wever*k may ber 
ot^jged to ;Suspead the eiy)ressioB, 

^^K^.J^eif^ called on me tJbds morpuug, with>> 
th^jf^Lf]|ie uua][t^rable face as ever, and^ not Uek^^ 
i°|g: ^f ^y ,^|d^T ^'^^^ ^ xenem^ec her Uirealkf^ 
yejtrs,f^go, Sbq asked much after you* Sbe^ 
hafl tali^en Ipdgings, in, this place to batfa)&»' tike 
se^y, but |6Kn4 them so inconveniient that she 
chu$^ ii^tb^r tp drive from Dover and back- 
ag^. . Qur best lodgings here are ooeupied hy* 
the. ^Boyfds, who fill the house whei^. they i ace. 
witjbin, and the street when they walk out* Mrs. 
Boyfi is grpwn &t, and looks in very good apirit^ 
^ >yhkh„ poor woman^ I think she must btim ^ 
natuml tendency, or such a wailing discontented 
con|ipanion must effectually damp them. Thetd 

** Wife 6f Tliomas Best, Esq- of Chilston, near tjonhtim, 
lieiriqiult-iGoVecAOt #f Dover Castle, whare lie ddcasiotialljr' 

resiite^.. ,; ^f '^ -; .' . . ■ ■\^:u"'4r-; ;• **li"' 
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k -a kind of M^mcholy »entiAi^taI pl««gttto in 
s^/i^pa^izing^, and endeavouring to relieve thfe 
real <jfetresse$ df tiioge ^ith whom bne is eon- 
neeted. But to sit listening to the complaints*^ 
people who are wreitched they kno\r not why irtc* 
w^ierefore, and Without any earthly reason to 
make them soy is a task at which the underBtan^* 
ing; revolts, and for which the heart htti no 
feelhig^. 

Princess Amelia, I hear, has taken a bouse art 
Walmer. It is prettily situated) for any plebeian 
gentlewoman; but how it catn answer any natu- 
ral demands of the daughter of a king, cannot 
€a8tly be guessed. I question whether any of the 
roofhs are more spacious than mine in London, 
and the kitchen is no bi^er than a bird cage ; so 
unless her Royal Hi^ness and her suite can live 
upon shrimps, they will be in danger of being 
fairly starved off the premises *. Lord and Lady 
Hddernesse are expected at the castle next week, 
but fM)t to make any ttky. 

The accofemt which Mrs. Yesey hfe^ sent nie of 
rte Vttfentia cause is, that the three claimants Are 

: ?JPA ^i?5^, howiwr, that bouse befra^i^le, a very ^pm- 
fprtable family mansion. After the Princess Ame^ia^ it was 
i(Ybabited for several years by the late Marquis ami Mar- 

"^cWoness of Lothian, and th^» by Cxeneral EaWartf^hiitb. 
It is at present untenauted. , / .: : ,.. 

I v^^ t inva- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m 

iivfilidhllM, bub the certii€ftt6^s9t leg^ftfitnatot 
I(i()r4yw: was only established in the coitniniitee, 
and agreisd to in the House without meRC^nfntg; 
tike ^rtificate ag^in ; so that though it is sl tacit 
«M^«oif^(%]rvi«at of his right, it will not pitev^nt 
my^fntwe ehiifiiant Mtb. Pery was ioEiet^mt 
fet»8pa in a few days: so I Suppose the V«e)« 
jwre ttot of that p^rty, which probably our friend 
merely from the love of giving may regret more 
than either you or I should do. 

Adieu^ my dear friend. I am ever. 
Most faithfully, &c. 



LETTER GXLVI. 

"i " Deal, /^/y 4, 177«- 

It ^ve me pleasure, my dear friead, 
io find you had jmst the latter part of your f^ar 
vat Tunbridge in so agreeable a manner. By 
the time her Onn^ce arrived, you must bave en- 
joined a suflScieht degree of the repose of soKtflde^ 
not to be the Worse by an interruption of it, csr 
pedaUy by such a one as a visit from any one you 
wished to see. 

I could 
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I coidd not kelp wiabing yoti \md pa6t wtic&et 
Week or two at Tunbridge, but this dismal day 
reconciles ine to your I^eaving it^ better thaii a 
hundred arguments. Indeed, for the last week^ 
the weather has been sullen and ungenial, and 
very unlike the promising appearance with which 
file summer opened upon our hopes. Howeter> 
perhaps this rain may wash away the dregs of a 
north-east wind, and restore the zephyrs, which 
a little while ago, reminded one of the summers 
of other times, when one's spirits felt that pecu- 
liar kind of mechanical delight, which nothing 
but a concurrence of all the circumstances which 
liaturally belong to this fairest season can in- 
spire, and which scarcely ever have concurred for 
the last six or seven years. 

I am exceedingly grieved at the news which 
you tell me of Mr. Pulteney's being so involved , 
with the Adams's, of which I have not heard one 
word before. I hope it may have been exagge- 
rated to, you, and shall be happy to hear that it 
is so. . If his loss is so great, I should be much^ 
more inclined to believe from his character, that 
he lias feuffered rather from his generosity in 
encouraging tlieir undertakings, than' from an 
intention of " making himself the richest map 
in Great Britain.'* A person who employs his 
fortune in so noble and generous a mAnner> as in 
: ;. : very 
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yerjf many instances he is known to have don^^ ij^ 

more likely to. have inci 

principle of assisting othe 

in immoderate increase 

But as I am absolutely 

ttie affair, I verite more 

any thing else. What a 

djce and the other gambh 

upon numbers of unhappj 

how dreadful have been t 

cularly in those families i 

driven to the horrors of 

some pain about you, whe 

of Sir George Colebrool 

over. I did not imagine^ 

tagu, who has so much em 

in the North, had any c 

hands ; but one's thoughts in a general calamity 

naturally run to tliose for whom one is most inte- 

restedjj vyhether they are lively to be engaged 

little or much. I had heard, with great pleasure, 

that, the person whom I knew to be Mr. Pulte- 

ney's banker had not stopt payment, sfo I hoped 

he was safe, as 1 knew nothing of his connection 

With the A4ams*s. 

I find ijt is absolutely settled, that Mr, Lytteltcyi 
is to have Mrs. Peach. Has the poor woman no ■", 
friends to confine her in a dark room till the fit is 

VOL. II, L over ? 
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over? I suppose you will not remain many days 
in London ; for a desert of brick houses is of all 
deserts the most deplorable. Do not break the 
head of your fine snuflF box * before I see it on 
the cold marble, which has been the fate of every 
snuff box from gold enamel to plain holly, that 
you ever were possest of for the last fifteen years. 
I cannot help mentioning to you, that in a 
letter which I lately received from Mrs. Chapone, 
«he laments very feelingly her having never heard 
a word from you either before or since your; 
going to Tunbridge. I beg my kind compli- 
ments to Mrs. Scott; and be so good to tell her 
1 have lately seen advertised a geographical work, 
which seems to be upon a very large plan, and 
which I am afraid may interfere with her's. I 
forget in what paper it was. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I am ever 

Your most obliged, &c. 

* This probably allu<les to a gold snuff box which Mrs, 
WontHgu was possessed of, on the lid of which was a minia- 
ture painting of Lord Bath, reckoned a very fine hkeness y 
copied, unless the Editor mistakes, from a whole lengtl^ 
portrait of him, by Sir Jcsbua Reynolds* 
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LETTER CXLVIL 

Deal, July 10, 1772. 

J^EsiDEs the natural pleasure of con- 
versing with you, my dear friend, a regard to 
your substance makes me chuse rather to thank 
you for your letter while you are in town, than 
to make you pay double postage for my said 
thanks at Sandleford. If you do not be speedy 
in sending me some manuscript which you deem 
sufficiently weighty for the four comely broad 
franks which you gave me, I shall certainly seize 
them for the conveyance of my own slini non- 
sense, which it grieves me to make you pay for 
80 often. 

I am truly grieved for the account which you 
send me of our friend. What a strange unhappy 
infatuation! One does not wonder that such 
people as Pordyce, who, from the beginning had 
nothing to lose, should, if no principle restrained 
them, hazard the fortune of others : but that a 
iiian of so much real property should have sub- 
j^ted it to such a hazard is amazing. I have 
never had any account of his concern in this 
affair, but from one- person, who mentioned it as 

ji% a report. 
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a Ttport, and that it was likewise said, the diffi- 
culty would soon be over, and of no consequenpe 
in the end. I heartily wish this may be the case; 
but I fear whatever is lost must be irretrievable, 
so far as he is engaged with F. whose ruin seems 
not to be a wreck, but absolute foundering, and 
every thing embarked with him, rapidus vorat 
agmine vortex. 

I hope the alarm you have been in about your 
poor little nephew, is entirely removed, and that 
he wiM get all alive and merry to accompany yoa 
to SandhfordL It is grievous that he is subject 
to such fiequent attacks ; but as he usually get^ 
so soon over them, I hope it is a proof that thi) 
foundatipn is good. Pray would you not hay^e 
been angry with him, if he had refused staying 
at Tunbridge a fortnight, when he was 0Diiviuce<| 
it would have done him good, merely because b^ 
was tired to death of the place, and because he 
did not meet with the playthings that he liked*. 

I am glad to find the Princess Amelia was pl^^isa^ 
with her reception at Cantei'bury. It seems the 
master of the Red Lion paid great attentioatp 
her Royal Highness in her way to Walmer Cag? 
tie, and waited on her part of her roadj, and im 

♦ This is eudently a reply to a Letter of Mrs. MontagO, 
in ^ich %he bad given the reasons which induced het to qait 
Tuwbritige. ' ...'.. 4 

the 
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the return to his civility^ she chose to sleep at hfs 
house in her return. I believe I mentioned to 
you^ that a small tenement in this neighbourhood 
has been taken for her Royal Highness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pery embarked last week for 
Spa, so I imagine the Veseys do not go there, as 
it was reported they would this summer. 

I congratulate you on the prospect of Lady 
Beil Grey's marriage being so happily esta- 
blished. Indeed, there seems to be but one voicQ 
with regard to Lord Polworth's character. Th^ 
tnore merit he has of his own, the more likely he 
will be to discover and value her's. I find he is 
to change his name, and live in England. AH the 
intelligence 1 have gained of Mr. Hopton is, that 
he is a very clever man, and treats his bride with 
great aflFection ; he is neither young nor hand- 
some, but they appear very happy. 

How could you raise my curiosity about Mr. 
H. Browne, without giving me the least hint upon 
what occasion you had read his name in the 
papers. Has he written a book, or has he mar- 
ried a wife, or what has he done, or any body 
done to him ? for I am quite in the dark. 

Adieu, my dear friend. May you enjoy all 
the beauties of the country in the luxury of per- 
fect health and good spirits. I beg my compli- 
ments to Miss Gregory, and am ever. 

Your most obliged^ &c 
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LETTER CXLVIIL 

Deal, /tt(y22, lir72. 

You are welcome^ my dear friend^ to 
your rural solitude, where I hope the birds of 
the air, and the flowers of the field^ will repai|r 
all the fatigues which you endured from the in- 
terruption of human creatures at Tunbridge. To 
human creatures, however, it is to be hoped you 
will be tolerably well reconciled by the time they 
will claim your attention in London. You are 
very good in your present misanthropic state to 
express a wish for me. If you will sometime^ 
admit my idea to your solitary^ entertainments, it 
will not much disturb your quiet. From a visit 
en corps et en ame^ you are unluckily for tne 
perfectly secure. If 1 had a post-chaise, and wa^ 
perfectly at liberty to follow iny own devices, it 
would not be possible fpr me to resist the tempr 
tation ; but not haying a post chaise, and not 
being at liberty to follow my own devices, I mus^ 
pontent myself with the knowledge of yo^r being 
in health and spirits, in which I am very happy. 
If you were a sober economical gentlewoman^ 
/^ho disported yourself only witli the notably 

amusement 
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amusement of flourishing with a tambour^ I 
should b6 much more inclined to lament the weak- 
ness of your eyes, than I am at present ; as I 
believe it will prove a salutary restraint on those 
intellectual riots in which you would too natu- 
rally be hurried, and which might lavish away 
all the health which you have been acquiring 
during the course of your penance at Tuji- 
bridge. 

If you ever write to Colonel Dromgold, will 
you be so good as to present my compliments, 
and many thanks, for the present which I re- 
ceived on Saturday night, and which I suppose 
wag sent by your direction. '' Charles et Vil- 
court'' is exceedingly pretty. There is a charge 
against the English protestants in the notes sur 
ia QmfeUy which I do not recollect to have met 
with in any history, and which I hope is exag- 
gerated by the sense of suffering. However, it 
k too certain that papists and protestants, high 
church and low, where they are merely party 
distinctions, belong to the same spirit, which is 
fer enough from the spirit of the Gospel. 
, I am obliged to you for mentioning an event 
that' is likely to prove of important service to 
Mr. P. ; indeed 1 am glad for many others, who 
will probably be saved from great difficulties, 
One must rgoice at any favorable circumstance 

for 
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f#r ftuch as have been involved m Hiis graat eala* 
mity merely from want of caution. Wherever 
it appears to be rx)guery, robbery on tiie high- 
way, compared with such extensive mischief, is 
innocence with regard to society. It is said that 
F. has carried off a large sum ; if he does not 
appear, I suppose the charge is proved. 

I am glad to find from the character of Mr. 
JLiyttelton's lady, that if he has any sentiments of 
virtue left, he has an opportunity of retrieving a 
decent character. It is to be hoped he has made 
a due provision for the poor unhappy woman 
who has so long been the companion of his dig* 
solute life. 

I rejoice in the prosperous account of the 
CambridgesV and of dear good I^dy P. and 
Mrs. Trevor. I hope Miss Baker is not in so 
unpromising a way as Lady Frances seems to 
apprehend. I had a letter not very long since 
from Lady L. Clayton, in which she gave quite a 
comfortable account of the child in all respects. 
Poor Lady Juliana, with the most uncomplaining 
^resignation, is extremely low ; and indeed Mrs, 
Penn's very restless and unhappy state of health 
prevents her turning her thoughts to any cheerful 
avopation from this melancholy lubjeot. Her 
greatest present comfort, I believe, is the little 
girl, so that one 4^nnot help feeling anxious for 
ills. life. 

I know 
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(Ud not receive it till Suiulay m^H, ctnd wM not 
well enough to write by Monday's post. Adi^ra, 
my dear friend. I am ever 

Most faithfully, ^. 



LETTER CXUX. 

Deal, Juguit 5, 1772. 

Your letter, my dear friend, delighted 
me by the ^ood account you give of your own 
health, and moreover by that which you sen4 
me of dear Mrs. Talbot. The cheerful manner 
in which she passes her time is an honor to 
eighty-three, and a proof that her health js as 
good as all her friends wish it ; and I hope it will 
please God to continue it, and her good spirits, 
to even a more advanced period of life * ; for she 
is not yet by many years arrived to the term of 
my good Lady Dumond, who danced with Richard 
the Third, and continued in fine preservation till 

• Mrs. Talbot did not die till her ninety-third year ; and 
continoetl to comfspond with Mrs. Carter oceasioiially till 
wiihin a very few months of that advanced period. 

Charles 
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Charies the Second *. At whatever age, one 
may idways reaspnably wish for the continuance 
ofMhto one's friends, while it can be continued 
with comfort to themselves, which, God be 
thanked, is her case ; and I look forward with 
cheerful hope to seeing her next winter as cheer-* 
ful, and well as she is now, and that is as long as 
I look forward for any thing. 

I have not heard where Dr. Berkley is since 
his return from Prance ; but I am told, I think 
from pretty good authority, that he is trying to 
get an exchange of preferment. His object is 
the Deanery of Ossory. It seems he is very de- 
sirous of going to Ireland. Ossory is said to bg 
$001. a-year. Was not Limerick whjch he re- 
fused nearly as much ? 

At present I have a house quite to myself, a$ 
my father is gon^ to Tunstal, to convey Mis? 
Yardley to Deal, who is coming to bathe, and to 
stay some time with us. There is but very little 
company at Margate, I hear, this season. The 
terrible distress, occasioned by the failure of the 
bankers, has prevented the numbers who used to 
come from the city. Our proportion of company 
at Deal is much the same as usual : as we have 

f for a curious account of thjs lady, and an enquiry inta 
the fact here inenuouedj see the lat|i* Lord Orford's '* Hiblorjc 
poijbts/' 

m 
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^o Msembly-room, nor any other pubKc direr- 
«ions, we can never become a fashionable bettb- 
ing-place, which is a very lucky circumstance 
for the natural mhabitants ; for those who are in 
noway of business, must soon be half-starved, 
by an increasing deamess of provisions; and 
those who in the popular sen^e might be gainers; 
would derive but little real good, as what they 
might acquire in money, they would probably lose 
in honesty, from the exorbitant impositions prac- 
tised in most public places. This is said to be 
one of the causes which has contributed to make 
Margate so empty. 

I had a letter last night from Lady Dartrey, 
who has been iD, but she is, thank God, now 
much better: they are to leave Ireland before 
the end of this month, of which I am very glad, 
as Lord Dartrey's place, though by all accounts 
extremely beautiful, has too much water to be 
wholesome. Their dear little boy is going on 
most prosperously ; he was left under the care of 
Lady Louisa Clayton, and he co|ild not possibly 
be in better or safer hands. 

Have you seen a reprehension, said in .the pa- 
pers to be sent to a Most Reverend, on the sub* 
ject of routs at L ? I suppose it is not ge- 
nuine, but I think well imitated. Such a reprcr 
pension might not be improper; but alas! it 

wofllc( 
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WQttU x^ coQ^^ with a good grace from bim wh0 
pa;cdoned the Kennedys', and who^ it is said^ dis* 
covers great inclination to pardon Captain JL 
If it be true^ that there has been an examination 
before the Privy Council, it seems to me a more 
outrageous attempt against the laws^ than ahnost 
any of those about which so much clamour has 
been raised. 

Have you heard lately from our Sylph ? I sup<- 
pose you know the distressful situation she must 
have been in, from the accident which happened 
at Lucan, to poor good Mrs. Henry, who had the 
misfortune to break her leg. God be thankee^ 
she is in as good a way now as her case will ad« 
mil of, but her confinement is likely to be long ; 
she was obliged to continue in the same posture 
for five weeks, and is not to be allowed to put 
her foot to the ground for at least two months 
longer. Mrs. Vesey wrote me word, that Mrs. 
Henry supported this calamity with so much pa- 
tience and resignation, as was quite exemplary, 
and that she was the most cheerful person in the 
family. 

I had a letter from Mrs. J. Pitt last post. Mrs. 
Dunbar has been daily expected from Ireland 
for some time, but was not then arrived ; she ex- 
pected Mrs. Fielding to make her a visit in her 
way from Plymouth, from which Mrs. J. Pitt 

hoped 
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lumped to convey her. They were going to tiMkd 
an excorsibn to Mount Edgcnmbe. Mrs. Vesey 
proposes to come to England in October^ on 
-mhida I congratnlate you, who probably will be 
<^ beMer for her arriving before January, thongllf 
I shall not. I had a letter by this day's post fjKmi 
Mrs. Henry, who confirms the good accounts I 
have already mentioned; she says the surgeon 
^ thtnks she might be moved the end of Septemtaer, 
btn abe will remain at Lucan till Ootdiyer for fear 
of accidents. It is impossible to seem more cheer*' 
ftil and more grateful for her recovery, although 
she says it will be many months before she must 
attempt to use her leg. Adieu> my dear frieAd. 
MsLjGoA in bis mercy guard you and me fronr 
sueh calamitous accidents, or enable us to support 
diem Kke this good woman. 



LETTER CU 

Dea},Jug9ut IS, 1772. 

In the persuasion that you was disport* 

ing yoursetf at Ntmeham, I was very quiet and 

unalarmed at not hearing from you. I grieve to 

ibid you were so much less agreeably engaged.^ 

^ ^ I long 
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I long to know whether your illness was brought 
on by the natural perverseness of the ttiBorder^^ 
or*whcther you have presumed toomuch on- the 
^Sstts of Tunbridge, and ventured on a greater 
^te^ree:of application^ than is consistent with 
newly-recovered health. I heartily wish the lat^ 
ter may be the case^ as a little more caution may 
prevent the progress of the evil. It is a great 
pity^ that instead of a weak stomachy you had not 
had a weak hesid, which would effectually frus- 
tiftte you in every improper exertion. 

I congralulate you on the pleasure of a visit 
ftom Mrs. Scott and Miss Cutts. I do not won- 
der at the encomiums you hear on the life of 
D'Aubigne*. It will, I am persuaded, make 
great prepress next winter. It was published 
too late to make any great noise this year, as it 
could not for that reiMson be so generally read as 
it deserves. I persuaded my father, who has no 
great taste for modern books, to read it, and he^ 
was extremely pleased with it. 

On casting up the account at the end of each 
day, every thinking mind must experience the 
feeling which you so well express, and very dan- 
gerous is the security that does not experience it. 
Notie but the hardened or the thoughtless can rest 

* Written by Mrs. Scott, and generally thought a very 
cxcclleut as well as entertaining work. 

satisfied 
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s^tis^^. with tMr pwa performances.^ fivevy 
a^v^ncejn goodness wiU seprve to shew bawlUde 
b^% been dooe, compared with what stiU remains 
todo * ; and the deficiency of human virtue will 
f|p|>ear in the strongest light, in proportion to 
our study of that unerring rule, from which, m 
some instance or other, it so perpetually deviates. 
Yet the bright exemplar must aver be placed 
within view of the mind, and the whole of our 
business here is to make as near approach as pos- 
sible to the object, which we cannot, with all 
our best endeavours, ever reach. Amidst the 
impediments of mortal existence, though we can 
never hope to attain perfection, we have capaci- 
ties for continual improvement^ and provijied an 
endeavour for that be persevering and sincere, a 
merciful provision is made for its defects. 

Nothing can be more just than your distinction 
between what is '' called a virtuous person towards 
the world, and what constitutes merit in the eye 
of him who knows us,'* though heaven forbid it 

♦ " Nil vetum reputans dum quid superesset ageniluni," 
might be adopted as a CbrUtian rule, if St. Paul bad not 
taught us one far better : Not as though I had alreadij at* 
tainedy cither were already perfect , but I follow after — / press 
toward the mark for the prize. It is impossible to read Mrs. 
Carter's Letters without observing from what high authority 
lier morality (las been derived. 

should 
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i*«uW W applicttWc to ymirsdf!*ll^isr'ftttl«gd 
'¥efy possible to live in an exact oteeiSran^e %f 
hioraf an<! social duties/ so ht as respects & p6- 
.jmfer clfertfcter, and yet be tbtaBy void of rtkl 
virtue. All external performances derive ifeMi* 
true value, with respect to the soul, from the dis- 
position from which they proceed, with^regard to 
the Supreme Being *. Wherever his will and 
his approbation are made the supreme object, all 
talents, all opportunities, however different in 
their appearances, become equal possibilities for 
the acquirement of virtue and of happiness. The 
most insignificant action, the most* unobserved 
motion of the mind, upon this principley b€^6ifle 
.great and important, and extend tbefr corfSe- 
' quenees to eternity ; while the most' spiiMitid 
effects, thtft are produced from met^f huititfti *i* 
iMlisb nn^ve^, vanish into nothmg; aitdwekibt 
in the chaos of succeeding events. ■■'''-[ 

- 1 am wmntoned away in the midst of nvy^ dis- 
' strtatioti to dress for dinner at my bmtii€^% so 

*f '* Hie rnvrns alienus esto!'* Mi^* CarterV ;imd«m 

- itnd piety perceived, and led her cousuuiitljr - to afftrn, 4n 
^^jdrrect comradicu<tfii of the opinion of many 9nciei\t> and 

some even modern philosophers, that there is no standard of 
" rfght aiKl wrong but the will of God, and thaf ho'^etforis'rf^e 
^'g^tf or evH,'4yut as th^y proceed froiatbe dcstrt df|)kfti^, 
OjXtahciltibadwjifxtf'CiHiiBg^iin.;, ..,'■. ' * u* . t UV,?* 

i .'i.* * * ^ s*f you 
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#^it J^imm, my cteacMt fidend. I Irnfe jwf 
m^ wU biog me an account of your beiqg .fM$r« 
f<c% well, R^meiaber I positively iiitecdtot loaf 
ktHen w«D to yours, &c. &c. 



LETTER CLI. 

Deal, SeptemUr 21, 1!^72. 

A# you do iiot mention^ my :(tair friM4 
JlMf kMif year «9Mr at Nuaebam is to kiit,.! 
Jumr aat whan you may be IBiely to Moeive iay 
Ifittor; bttweverlwillwrite^tbatitinaybeready 
to wait 0tt7ett at your r^anii and I may be tbe 
rjaoonar entitM to the pleasure of hearing from 
you. 

. . %a]ltkat one has ever read of Bascal, I be* 
|i«ve \m cbmraeter vas very req)ectable; but 
from tbe few extracts which I have seen of his 
jPcm^^ (which have been just enough to deter*- 
mitie me nevw to read the book) he seems to me 
a dangerous author to all kinds of readers. l%e 
inconsiderate and the profane will triumph in a 
HCbema of religion inconsistent with commim 
sense ; and the pious «sm1 devout may be led into 
ttii. n* M such 
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^o«a^«>tttcieh«Je, and ffettlfy olfiteW *ttt <tf *i^fe 
IWttefft ihkt might be dariV6d from the* exSaithpfe. 
None, except those whose dtify it 4s(lo-ot)Wto« 
them, ought to have so much confidence in their 
own 3drtuer as to allow t hemgelye a m the stttdy oi 
bad books ; a very few have su^ient strength <rf 
mind, not in some way or ether to be hurt by 
great numbers of what are called good books. 
I am sure you will not conclude from this, that I 
am setting all serious reading at defiance. Hea- 
ven forbid ! But indeed it ii mM deiwutly to he 
Wiih«d, that peopie wouM mtks tb«ir Bibb! tlMte 
piindpal study, and det«ntiitte upon 1b» mmt» 
of all Other religious books ^y thdr oonfbnt^tff 
to this unerring standard*. U^vm not in vMf 
«liapter of the New T«8ttimeftt> tlMt poor iPasoi 
found a direction for wearing a spiked gnNBc 
€bck abinnd ahd uncommanded onsterities^ iH»tk 
pttictised by ^ter% good pt^, may be-ii6 
fbtthfer htirtftiJ to thte»BClv*s, thin by depriving 

, ♦ But it'irthlf very €ht:tiit«Bta»e€ wJH«k^al»$:%eg|«^l 
^iibrence between Protestants of aU de9cri|)tipQS a^ Rpman 
Catholics, and which Pascal therefore did not believe. For,, 
as Chiilingworth justly asserts, the Bible is the religion of 
ftotestants; hut with tloman Cutholics, thfe opinibn ofttfe 
<)harchlittaf>«rtt«^u«l¥Mf^«U!i^<k^BB*^ • l >i .« 

. N . tkem 
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in^tttfis^f'tMb MmH ;• but the aatboriti^ ^ sitjd&i 
$xa|i^pl|^ q»ay^ ^tally dangerous to othi^rs <«£4 
(^(idimit cbaract^, who will be Jed to think tbejf 
mmy substitute the voluutary inflictipu of exterpaji 
rafibrkigiB, instead of that true Ch^Uan mortifi* 
tatitey ^icfa cposists la correcting the intern^ 
disorders of the hearty and in opposing every |a^ 
dSnatmi^ which is contrary to the duties qf a 
stiiciiy regulated life; a task more difficult to 
kumai) iiepravity^ than all the corporeal hard^ 
ships of aacettc discipUi^e. It ib astonishing to 
t^t^Qty what a monstrous fabric of abaor^ities^ 
etntlMisibBm atid sspwsUtion have erected o«i 
iftat simpie phin, wbioh the divine wisdom ba» 
liropoBfd in the Gospel, for the improvement of 
trntmre, and the direction of our conduct. Xf 
file perverseness of mankind could contrive to 
throw sttch a^^loud of error over this jieavanly 
illumination^ how little could be expected from 
those who wandered through the darkness of 
heathen ignorance, without the assistance of any 
external revelation to direct their steps ! Yet such 
as wncerely wished to find the right path, wet^ 
no doubt secretly conducted, so as not to be 
fatally misled from their end. 1 know not welt 
hoyv to charge Xenophon with superstition. Hi« 
whole conduct proved thai be did not mefin \q 
^2 substitute 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m 



ftibstitute empty ceremotiies as a compensfttldrt 
for the omission of real virtue ; but' seeins^ 4it t, 
spirit of sinciere piety, to have endeavoured -by 
inch helps as he could find, to discover the sig- 
nification of the Divine will, with a real inteil- 
lion of following its g;uidance. — ^You wiS wish 
1 had set up a clepsydra, and made ia lau^bte 
resolution not to outrun it*. - -. 

I must have expressed myself In some strangfe 
tininteiligible Inanner, to make you draw rteh a 
conclusion from what I said about Cap*. I—— ^. 
I know very well, that the King has an absolute 
right of pardoning. The point which appeatted 
to me so dang^ous was that the Privy GacmtA 
should intermeddle with a decision of law+. TIte 
judge was the proper person to recommend 1o 
mercy^ and it was asserted^ that be had detSg^ei 

♦ It is not pfobable that Mrs, Montagu' ^as -of this 
opTnioti; and if Miy scriou» reader should tjiink this Icjttrr 
•loo long, thn Editor will be equally sijirp^ized and di^* 
pointed. 

t Perhaps Mrs. Carter is here a little mistaken in Ker 
'notion of the King's legal prerogative. It is helieved fliat 
^ihe King can exercise no act of authority, but by arid wilb 
rthe advice %f his Privy Council; Un this obvious ;«eaiSOD, 
Hhat as he, personally, can do. no wrong, some pf^sop or 
, persons must be responsible for what he does. Consequently 
if It is in his contemplation to grant a pardouj th« case must 
first be argued in the Privy Council- " - * *n - 

'. - himself 
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Idis9d£p^ectly wqU satisfied With the sentc^c^. 
A^l p«^y very IHtle regard to newspaper ^ccoud^9, 
I mentioned it to you^ who, I thought, might have 
some better intelligence, and I wished to have the 
Jitory of the council contradicted; as it appeared, to. 
rvm^ that their counteracting a judge and j«ry, in ^ 
case too, in w hich there seemed to be no pretence 
that any party prejudice had influenced the sen*, 
t^nce, was a mpst dangerous attack upon the^ 
Jaws. This was not the case with regard to the 
act of pardon, which is no attack upon the laws 
^f England ; how fiir it may be, in this instance, 
conformable to a higher law, d^pend^, on the 
circumstances of the case. I most perfectly 
:;agree with you^ in all you say against the least 
Jayor being shown, where thera are reagops for, 
suspicioa of such a crime, or indeed of jiny, 
other. 

My sister Carter, I think I told you, has a fit. 

of the gout, in defiance of her own abstemiousness 

and Dr. Gadogan s system ; they are to go to 

Bath in November, after making two or three 

visits in Berkshire. My father, after whom yon 

so kindly enquire, is, thank God, reiuarkabiy 

wel^ and has not had a bad atts^k of gravel since 

' he has taken Dr Heberden's lixivium* AH our 

^friends, in all parts of the world, whenever I 

li*ve heard of them^ were well The Dunb^r^ 

;;'^-^ " ' ' riot 
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nbl y^t arrtved.' Mrs. Fi6l3irtg 1* at En^omfie; 
^ere she is to stay till she iJomes U> town ivkh 
the Pitts, in November. 

1 am happy in your iritention of exerting ihme 
Endeavours, which will certainly be beneficial to 
yourself, whatever their effect may be, with re- 
gfard to others ; as they will be the discharge of 
fin important diity, and the noblest appKcatiow 
of those powers, for which you are ^ singuJarfy 
indebted to heaven. I too well know how little 
l%ason there is, in such cases, to depend upon 
absolute success ; but something may be done, if 
Aot all, and the smallest improvement . in virtue 
and happiness is woith an attempt. And some 
improvement in tolerably reasonable and amiable 
ihincfe, \i*fll, I believie, always be eflfected by a 
c*ilm and judicious treatment of the subject, 
whenever it comes recommended by those wl»a 
cRscover themselves deeply affected by a sense of 
its importance, and are influenced by it in the- 
tenor of their Irvesl 

I cannot tell any thing about your sermttfW, 
btily that Mrs. Talbot heard what I said to ybti' 
about them, when we were in Surrey, I think, 
n I come to town, I will make a moi^ 
ir enquiry. I ^m quite scandalized* to 
i Nourishing paragraphs about the thuti- 
lightning storm, from other parts of the 

coast. 
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HjWl j^et ihe gflo4 pe<fl?l# of l>e^\, were wj^tjjir,;^ 
tonrified^ as the fine ladies anid jfentlemen cf|a|4 
pOilit|ly be, m .the asienahly roQm at Marg^fe, 
Ged4^. d^k^ the fright ]va8 the Qfi1y mi^chilf;^ 
I ^vp, beea told that the saUors i^ the i?oi^, 
e^ect0d every ipiirute to see the town 41 flaroies;^ 
hjUt^Jll Y^ry facyppilj. ended in toe stdppinjj of a- 
Uyi^n^ Uw.^uae. Adieu, roy dearest frienil ^ ^ 



LETTER CLIL 

,. . , Jt i» strange that I should fee| a kmd 
<yf sajti^fiaction in seeing your letter dated fromj^ 
I|iU-js^lr?et^ for you certainly /are in rpality^ asj' 
effectually absent from me^ as if you w^^ ?^t the 
l4Wi4> ^»4- But <»ie is apt to tlvnt a»y j&o^ 
uji/We .)yith|jj *ne's reach, iu prc^ortiqn a^ it if 
le^s flistant ; not considering that the ppiijt' is 
d^terin^ied by ope> own position. \ [a 

^It 15^^ wofldef that (.he tintamarre of so niany 
^b|^ing fojre^^pB shouW hs^ve been terrible to^^ 
1 r aq^ie^i' 
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ft* quiei JUginh c6imtry gtrd S/emm k n^ noiV^ 
amntafned to the cktter and buMle of tbe^greM 
^iiik>rld ; and it is no wonder yon shouM ruii Mra^ 
.^itihi it/ frightened out of ydnrwits. Seriraidy> 
-boWever^ I am sorry there happened any cfrciM- 
^nce 16 render your visit to Nunelmm, iesi 
Kgreeable than it might have been^ 
" I honor the true fortitude with which you cowf- 
"Mitted your dear little nephew^ to the same pro- 
tection on which you relied for your own preser- 
^vation. God be thanked^ it did no mischief here 
4)y famd, and we saw nothing of the, mischief this 
lenible storm did by sea^ as tbe violence of the 
wind blew the ships out of thfct DoWnfS- Vqu 
meBthm only Thursday nighty but it was^ ^early^ 
if -jtjrt' equaHy strcMig, the ni|^ befpr^ Th^ 
qpapera give terrible accounts of the damage in 
towDu It is to be hoped/ the numb^f of lives 
tfojrt^ that are there mentioned, is "not true. I 
htBttiiy wish you the utmost success in your 
jsdseme for your nephew; indeed, by nil I evfer 
lit^rd of. that lichool, there is great care takea of 
vtbe children. In the very best^, there iMst be 
konoje hazard from the contagion of any «et of 
liunian cKeatures assembled together* ^ 

orl have heard from Mrs. Dunbar skice shfe 
^ndeti^ b^ the did not mention iany ^idgnci 
•.>4.'':.;:-- ^x ' -■ . '■..... ^gjaiof 
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^ihg^to finrraibe<^ Hafiptiy, lOii^iSJ^ded'^jait 
%l!fc»*ethe'«to*in> and had a very fine imsngeL 
it imd' a ktter firom Mrs. Vtsey, in whidf sfat 
/api^Mrs very much dbtrest imd alarmed aboAt 
Mrs: Hancock^ but I hope her tend^ifess miideik 
h& mote apprehensive than is Hecessaiy/ S|# 
«ays, she is quite well, but very doubtfat i^ hoi 
voyage to Eiigland, which would ^ive one laora 
concern, if our dear Sylph was not so ingentouft 
at difficuHies and little distresses. Mr. and M^n. 
Wm.Robihswi, and their son anddaughteryicaUal 
^tek me the other day ; your niece is become % 
vfery fitte girl indeed; J never sawwiyoneap 
ttiich iihprovfed. , 

I'tttU Yefy sdrry to hear of 0ie constemafiom 
occasioned by another fkilure. "Surely necessity 
win at last, lender this infatuated nation more 
wise.- Trade has, for some time, been losing 
\he nature of commerce, and has been converteft 
into mere gambling ; it is dreadful to think cnk 
the distress brought on individuals by Ihem 
bankruptcies : but I suppose, with regard to thte 
gienery sum of wealth in the kingdom, it is just 
Sesame; though shocking are the nuadiieiEi tof 
•uch an intemipted and irregular drcHlation. % 
know very well Aat the Prity Counoildaudo 
1K>n^ef the things which you mention. If tb«^ 
fophl^ their interposition would not b^ improper. 
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lA'the infltaiw of Jenkins ^ tbe. nftminatioa 
H» made kto a matter of $ict> whicb^ hj^ figit 
been proved or decided;— *sa much for thi9 mh' 
jeot. 

I am reading Pere Rapin's works^ wkich I 
tbiek I never before went regularly througb. Hi$ 
comparison betwixt Demosthenes and Ciqeixv 
seems to me most admirable. But he is much 
too cold a critic to be equally successful wherevcf 
hissul^t is poetry. He well underttands the 
mechanical part, and his coo^parison between the 
£^ble of Homer and Virgil^ is^ I believe very ju«i^ 
It may be easy enough for any industriom head 
to measure by scale and compassi the ichnograr 
pb^ of a poem ; but it requires a poetic geaius 
to judge of the beauties of the elevation* Howt 
ever^ Rapin is a respedable and useful wr^tei; 
and appears to have studied the aucjents with a 
\eTy particular degree of application^ whic& 
renders him on many accounts, very instructive, 
though his imagination is too much chilled by 
the petrific genius of Aristotle, to leave him anj} 
true poetical feeling. 

♦ Allu^ng probably (o the Captain Jenkins whose loss, or 
supposed loss^ of his ears, in some measure ocoasiofied the 
Spaftbb wtr. li is to this that fope lUlMAes, ( 

** And owns tho Spaniard did a vag|;iiii'tliiiigp <- > 
.^VJSi«^icj-©p^bisBar8i.iojd««mth«mii<xjJi^Kui4/' iy^ # . 
) We 
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Vlfeihtd wme rain bore^ the latter- wd of the 
faditcwt^ but only for a short continuaAiee ; htA 
people seemed to think it woald hurt the bortey; 
in general there has been such a succession. of 
fine weather^ hb i do not remember for majiy 
y«ars^ and it is now so very warm^ that I Imire 
fi^er thought of baring' a fire, not ereit before 
the isun was risen or after be was set. The 
excessive dews keep the verdure perfectly freehi, 
and tbe oHiutry is beautiful to the hi^iest de- 
gree. It' is indeed very grievous^ that Uie wheat 
should fail, after so promising an appearance 
and after so beautiful u summer. I heartily wish 
for tbe verification of your prediction of refom : 
in expence next winter ; but indeed there seems 
to be such a madness of extravagance tu txm 
mauy, ms will oMtinve as )oi^ as they Uave m 
shilling of their own, and any degree of credit 
wiUt others, and which nothttig but afasolute 
statviDg tan cure. I know not what good eM*- 
able tilings, the smugglers may import to other 
pirts of the coast, but I hear of nothing herfe 
but tea and braady, and prohibited cloathing, 
which is bought up with a scandalous degree of 
eagerness, by people of fashion and people of 
fortune, who either comci or seed commissions 
from all quarters. 

Poor Mi«s Munro, to think of marrying for 

little 
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little other purpose ihan to alter the inscription on 

her coflBn ! I hope^ however, she has disposed of 

herself in such a way as to be supplied with 

tolerable conveniencies for the short time which 

by your account, she is likely to need them. I am 

hftppy to receive such an account of your health. 

My head, I thank you, has, for the last two 

months, been good for nothing, and I am^ upon 

<he whole not worth talking about. 

: You will not think I can busily forget to fpiin 

.sqr. most ardent wishes, my more thaQ wi^«9^ 

.fytvwy mcmy happy r^ums of tbi§ day> on 

,.)vrhi^ Heaven bestowed so^^ata Ueqfsingpn 

AM, May you find the latest period, of ajoqig 

Ji|e pf virtue, resembling this fine autumilai 

«eason, whi^, after the fermentatipi^ of spring, 

■i^ mA <he glowing spirit of aammer have performed 

- A« aic^e services oS the year, soltens into ti?aii- 

.H^uiBHyrtnd enjoys the cheering light and warmth 

irf dteoipered svuishme, without its he«|t, a^d 

^*iriltloiit ito blaste. Adieu, my de^r«$t ^t^ 

r Ever yours, ^ . 



•i ... . 



i'ArvOTi 
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LETTER CUIL 

Deal, October S9y If 7«*x 

My dear Priend, 

In the hope that the same divine good- 
nefis which bestows the blessing of riches^ will 
'- direct jou to a proper applicidion of it, I do most 
* heartiiy rejoice in the prosperous account whiltb 
you kindly give me of your success* May health 
'aijd cheerful spirits give you every reasoimMe 
finjo^itient of it in this life^ and may a faitbftd 
-discharge of the stewardship^ secure you a good 
^^fiMmdation for that which is to come ! 
^ By some instances which one sees of flioia 
who come out of the University^ I should hope 
-my nephew* has sufficient learning to\get in. 
I bdieve he is a toleraUe scholar^ and would 
have befeh a very good one^ if bi^ misei^Ue 
health had not so often rendered him totaHjf ih-' 
capable of application. My brother much pro- 
moted his going very early to the University^ 
which he thinks, on many accounts^ a great ad- 
vantage. He succeeds Mr. Charles Fox in his 

^ Her eldest nephew, l9ii{ since dead. 

* rooma 
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rooms at College*, but I hope not in his genius; 
even if it was to, be accompanied by all the un- 
accounted millions of his father. 

What fearful work among the city patriots I 
Wilkes has never appeared so little, as in the 
peevish disappointment which he expresses on his 
rejection. Alas, alas! are such men as he, or 
his colleagues, the people to save a nation ? We 
tMy, and I bdieve do suffer, from the wrong 
prftcdces of the court, but our great misfortune 
is like want of virtue in the opj^sition. 

litad a letter lately from our <lear Wbrs. Vesey. 
She gives a good account of Mrs. Hancock, tmA 
tdks of undertaking her v^age this month. She 
will, I hope, however, wait till calmer weather. 
She is,. God be thanked, unhurt by an acddeift 
which threatened the most alarming consequen** 
ces. As she was going to her cottage, in a 
cabtiolcy in a narrow pass, betwixt some trees 
and the river, her horse, "- sans rime ni raison/' 
fell a kicking and plunging with one leg over the 
bank/ How she scrambled out, she cannot -tell, 
but by some means or other, most providentially 
for herself and us, she escaped the danger, with 
no other mischief than being scratched. Her 
letter was written juSt after the accident ; with 

: ♦Hertford Colk-go, Oxford. 
^ the 
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%ft mercy of lier escape, she scfemfedttmst deeply 
tiM pndpieriy affected. Poor Mrs. Hancock ife# 
the whole transaction fhmi a windov^ ; tod mi* 
inriy^aHy'^tiess with what terror. Indeed it is 
tsitible to thmk of the probable consequences 
which might have attended such an accident ; an4 
%e have great reason to be thanhfyl for the con^ 
firmation of our hopes of seeing our fi'iend 
mnongst us this wihter. Not long since, I Was 
W08t dreadfully alarmed by an account of my 
•sister Harry Carter's beittg thrown from her 
hmst, and bo much hurt iii her head^ that a^ ilrst 
k Wa(9 appfCJhetided to bev fmotare,^ ate^eir*- 
f^uinstan^e to the mother o{ &v^ little ebitdren. 
fint I thaftk^jtod, it did not tafli^ut so Jainent^ 
dbie a calamity^ and she is now toleiably Well 
i^eec^reredi though it was, I belieim, ten day* 
licfare i^ could be got home^ from the place 
where the accident happened. We expect lier 
Itad her. family .here before Christmas; My sister 
•Caitelr had an attack of the gout^ as soon as she 
«wived at Bath ; it was very civil to wait till she 
g!pi ilier«^- dhe is better, but not yet welUnougk 
t^jgo to the Booms. 

We have six Dutch East-Ind^amon in the 

DoWnSj who have several English sailors oa 

board, whom it seems^ it is a practice in Holland, 

to kidnap or seduce on board their ships, carry 

- 1 them 

8 
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t# liidia> and never snffisr tbem to cmm 
iaebu Sixteen of them have already been reti- 
red bgr a man-of-war now in the Dawns, and a 
general search is to be made, as it is supposed 
ftbere are many more. Probably otur good aUies 
Jure not very well pleased to have their prey 
snatched from them. However no resistance hn^ 
yet been made. This English man-of-war is just 
«tnmed with Lord Cathcart from Russia. Mrs. 
])ouglas had a good deal of discourse with one 
v{ the lieutenants about the Czarina> who is 
remarkably gracious to all the Engli^ Pniy> 
^ not you imagine this same Czarina to be a 
fearful, stout, two-handed gofrtlewonmo ? If yew 
^, rectify your error ; she is about the heiglith 
of Mxs. Douglas, only rather plumper. I beMrr e 
all oinr officers were at the Russian court, but 
r^en the ships stopt at Ck>penh^en, not smy one 
l^raon went to court there. 

Yoit may rest assured your letter slnril m>t 
trmspira Heaven forbid, that^ should be hi* 
flrumentid in depriving this poor woman of any 
encouragement that might Conduce to her retam 
to virtue. The two people whom I have men* 
tioned are in a situation that may help to intro* 
duee .^r to a better society, tlmn tlmt with whiek 
Id gmiend, she seems^ to have been eonneeted, 
fvhkb^ I fancy has efaiefly been tke rabUe of 

the 
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MhKifirtifaAifibk vrorid^ v^ch^kav^ JiirniibiMtU 
•-4nith0fMYith on adviser nar a friends fifer dain^- 
(tto k wkh-be^/ and sbe^ seems ta have ihrrkAsKirt 
Laitention psud to bar^ucatian. Shexaniefbitii^r 
ifiB'theiaeccstitofjoneof hersons^ who.baUte»iii 
vtlM^ sea. Between seeing her at iiomej aad 
/fiteetmgher at other places, I haver bebniorjicr 
\CQnipaay about half a dozen times. Her imjeber- 

fiUmding seeais to be good, and her mahneiBlaise 

{ijeasiag, and her wl^e behavicHir per&dt^jr m>^ 
.dest and proper; so, I hope, pooc «>ul> if sbe 
, fidti into good hands, die may be recovei^ to 
^: virtue/ and in some ctegree, to repotatidn^v .She 

leavis tfis place in a few days; LbdietBlthei'e 
>afe'*ftw Jiteations so^angoroas to a bandsMae 
^^^Mdig^omm, ds tbe condectieBs into wiucb isbe 
'tftb^mnni ir^a^Htilitary life.- Much. of her tioit 
^isrpBSt kt.the »tM^iety of a set of men whc^emiam- 

ners are too polite and decent to alarm sruapieiop, 
' aaid; whose principles are, for the most part, too 
-licentidi^ not to be extremely (kagennis tedn 
\itagiiardc^ mind, in which the awful restraints ef 
I vii^tmef-beeome insensibly relaxed,, aind the pai- 
«ioas ^hmva gained possession befinre tbeir^ a|»- 
■ yMa chihek-beea' felt, or even suspected^ - 

Ap .JbJMpey(»i.wiU.*hava a pteasant etoai^iiti tto 
.ikaJtH^^-mih^ and: ma^youe viiit befsaa^jbeiia- 
J^cfl0MMit«ia|5rar.p^ JndMI, 

S^ TWi. n, N here 
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kwe will be a noble exercise for that superiority 
of understanding by which yon must always be 
mefol in some degree^ whenever you exert it ; 
and to be useful even in the least de|;ree, on supb 
a subject^ is worth all your exertion of tho^e 
powers and that eloquence, which, wbeit you 
please, are irresistible. I need not explain what 
I mean ; and I know you will fM'give the zeal 
and fidelity of that friendship and affectioB, 
which must, at all times, lead me to remind you 
of the application of those distinguished talents 
of every kind, for whidi you are so awfully w- 
eountable. 

Adieu, my dear friend, do not harass yourself 
with writing to me, till you return to town. I 
shall not be uneasy at your silence, when 1 4:att 
4«xoiHit for it. I am ever yours, Sic. 



, LETTER CUV. 

Deal, N'ovemher 2^, VJf^. 

It w» a pitjr, my deaj? frianif^.tbaC 
guch mere earth-born oyres, ^uld in^^an^t 
.ybar^sedtimeatal pjbeasures ; but upon ni^e 3«n* 
ttslent one should qiQckly starvci, and our meta* 

physical 
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pliy^idal dbhdertis iriust totidescend to borww: 
the aid of material objects for their subsistence* 
1 hope yoiir bills are all safely arrived and ^felf 
deposited. To a right drid welt-regilbLtdl muid^ 
60 much motley is sd much virtue, 

I have! felt rather fretful With What Bbpiit 
says of our fUvorite TTacitus; I fear the mote 
fretful, because I could not helpl allowing some 
part of hisi ceni^ttfe to be just. I eatlnot tlel|l 
thinking, however, that he forms much too severe 
a judgment of his moral character, from the turn 
of his writings. When the good father finds 
fault with him fo* Censuring his neighbour^ ; he 
seems to have forgot by what kind of neighbours 
poor Tatcitiis was surrounded, and of what kind 
of times he recorded the transactions. 

That he appears to be a fiitalist is, indeed, too 
true ; but if eVen the Psalmist could be staggered^ 
When he saw ^' the wicked in sUch prosperity,'* 
and could find nd solution of his difficulties, but 
in the '' hotlse of the Lord :'' there ought to be 
great allowances made to unassisted reason, con- 
founded by the view of sUch a singularly disor- 
dered state of things, as appeared Under the exe* 
crable tyranny of the Roman Enlperdrs. Rapiri 
seems to think^ that Tacitus exaggerated the 
Wickedness of the times he d^cribes; but, I be- 

H^ iieve 
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Keve, Suetonius, in the dull matter of fact way 
of relation, gives to the full as bad an account. 
The drawing is the same, only that the picture 
receives a stronger coloring from the superior 
genius of Tacitus ; and, perhaps, it strikes with 
an additional force, from its being animated by 
what he felt. 

I had a letter lately from Mrs. Henry, in which 
a trait of our Sylph is mentioned, which as usual 
discovers the goodness of her heart, and the un- 
common turn of her head. The surgeon had 
desired, that when Mrs. Henry was able to walk, 
she should never venture to use crutches upon a 
floor, for fear of their slipping; but should be 
carried down stairs, and use them on the gravel 
walk. On this information up started Mrs. Vesey, 
and said she would order the gardener imme- 
diately to gravel the drawing-room, which being 
near Mrs. Henry's bed-room, might give her a 
walk whenever she pleased, without danger or 
trouble ; and this she proposed, not in jest, but 
with the utmost gravity and seriousness. Only 
think of gravelling a room up stairs ! who could 
have had' such a Uiought but Mrs. Vesey ! Mrs. 
Henry speaks with the greatest pleasure and gra- 
titude, of the very kind and affectionate attention, 
which the whole family had paid her during her 

confine- 
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tonfinement. She is now got to Dublin, and 
speaks with certainty of the Veseys' coming to 
England, but she mentions next month. 

Did you see the eclipse of the moon ? and do 
you ever see the moon eclipsed without a sigh for 
the memory of poor Nicias ? there are few cha- 
racters, I think, in ancient history, which in- 
terest one more tendcfVIy than his, from thatpe* 
culiarly soft melancholy tincture, which his vir- 
tues receive from his misfortunes. Among the 
innumerable advantages of true religion, a very 
considerable one is its freeing the mind from the 
terrors of superstition, which, in so many in- 
stances, have confounded the understanding of 
the wise, and sunk the spirits of the good. The 
particular species of superstition which ruined 
Nicias*, was of a very ancient date, and the 
voice of a prophet was employed to warn the 
people of God, not to be ^^ dismayed by the signs 
^' of the heavens f/' 

If there was any very considerable degree of 
modesty in those who can confidently assert, that 

♦ See his Life in Plutarch, with the account of this circum- 
8t»Qce. 

t T^6 passage is very striking in ils application to this 
story: " Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dis- 
•• mayed at the signs of the heaven, for the heathen are dis- 
^ mayed at them." Jeremiah x, 2. 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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by their own reasonings^ such instances of human 
weakness^ as are to be found in ancient history^ 
iv\ men so much wiser and better than themselves^ 
might prove the illuminatioii to be derived from ^ 
higher source, x 

I am obliged to you for mentioning the Duchess 
of Portland's well-timed ^nerosity to poor Mr, 
B . It does one good to hear of such in- 
stances^ and strengthens one's love of human 
Tiature, which is sometimes in danger of growing 
too weak, perhaps unjustly^ and pierely from not 
knowing how many kind and generous actions 
there are, to counterbalance the bard-beartednefis 
which can never be concealed. 

A fearful, turbulent November indeed ! yes- 
terday was so calm and pleasant, that I hoped tl^ 
moon, ^hich looked so sweet and smiling into my 
window^ had brought peace find quietness to the 
element3 in this quarter. But to-day all is storm 
and uproar. I am sitting in vie^ of the dashing 
waves, which make a most noble appearance. 
But, alas, where is pur dear Sylph! I do not 
indulge myself with brooding over terrors, but I 
shall rejoice to hear that she has crost St. George's 
Channel, and is safely fixed in Bolton Row. \ 
am sure you will not delay to give me as speedy 
gn account as possible pf her arrival ; for, by ^ 

lettef 
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she is now on her journey : God send she may be / 
safe^ I long much to be assured of it. 

By the meeting of Parliament^ I suppose Lon- 
don is in full society, in which however I hope you 
will not engage to the extent of your present 
healthy but always keep a reserve of quiet and 
spirits^ that may help you to persevere through 
the winter. I imagine most of my ft lends liave 
got to town. By a letter from Mrs. Talbot I am 
glad to find she is fixed in her winter quarters. I 
%vas quite broken hearted about her some time 
ago, as she was grown so deaf, that she could 
hear nothing but by a trumpet, and even with 
that assistance very imperfectly. But it has 
pleased God, that she now hears again very well, 
a most wonderful mercy at her age, for which she 
is very tiiankful indeed, and so am I for her soke^ 
It was very grievous to think tliat this good wq^ 
man, who is n^ nobly disposed to enjoy every 
blessing, after the loss of one so distinguished, 
sliookl be deprived of the comfort of conversation 
and books, to which so great a part of her day 
was indebted for its amusement. 

Adieu, my dear friend, take care of yourself, 
and do not write but when it is qilite convenient 
to your health and leisure, for as 1 have tlie plea* 
sure of knowing you are so near me, I shall be less 

solicitous 
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solicitous than when you were At a distance, from . 
whence I could never hear any thing of you from 
any body else. 



LETTER CLV. 

Deal, December 20, 177^ • 

You have formed a very animated, as 
well as a very true picture, my dear friend, of 
the heterogeneous assemblies of our Sylph. The 
singular art, by which she produces the effects 
which you so well describe, certainly depends 
\ipon the singularity of her character, which I 
apprehend to be a matter of deep investigation, 
and made up of a great variety of particulars. 
On^ means by which she preserves so many na- 
turally jarring characters, as compose her motley 
crowd, from quarrelling with each other, is by 
contriving to put them all into perfect good 
humour with themselves ; and wherever this is 
the case, all external war is at an end. As, upon 
these occasions, our Sylph has not a grain of 
vanity, nor the least degree of merely personal 
feelings ; she has an infinite deal of attention to 
l^estow, in adapting herself to the feelings of 

others ; 
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<&hers ; and thus, without any appearance of flat- 
tery, of effort, or of design, she accomplishes the 
p(^int of making each of the individuals with wiiom 
heir blue room is crowded, consider itself aa a 
principal and distinguished object ; and wherever 
people can imagine themselves to possess the 
first place, they will always be in wonderful good 
humour with all the world about them. 

It is certainly very laudable, and very useful 
to introduce ^^ divine truths by the dexterity of 
*' human wisdom," but my objection was to the 
trickeries of human cunning. I cannot perfectly 
agree with you in the difference between these 
two great men ; for I cannot help thinking that 
Dr. Seeker, in point of masterly reasoning and 
understanding, has greatly the superiority ; and 
with regard to learning, his was more universal, 
and more critical, than that of any person I ever 
knew. The fault which strikes me in Dr. Sher- 
lock, is not so much in his attempts to prove the 
general truths of the Gospel, as in finding a 
meaning for some particular passages, so very 
ingenious and recherchi, as tends very much to 
weaken the plain and natural sense ; and if such 
a method was generally pursued, I think it would 
throw the whole Scriptures into confusion. There 
we some objections of this kind to be made to 

another 
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another very admired^ and^ in many inttanct 1 
believe/a very admirable writer. Dr. Heylin. 

As to the good people of Bristol and laverpod^ 
&c. &c. and of all other places of trade and com« 
merce^ one Evangelist will probably do just ai 
well as another. They have too much conamon 
sense^ to be speculative unbelievers ; and too 
much worldly business, to be practical Christians^ 
Do not think me uncharitable, there are no 
doubt very many particular exceptions, but sudi 
will be the general tendency of such a train de 
vie. The most liopeless of conviction we to be 
found among the people of vacant life, reason* 
ing — ^not reasonable — heads, and regular condnot^ 
too highly conceited of human understanding, 
to think it needs any assistance ; and too well 
satisfied with human virtue, to think it wants any 
fcH'giveness. But God be thanked you ar^ a 
Christian, and I may as well reserve my s^^cti^- 
lations, if there is any use in them, for those who 
are not *• 

^ Should any such read these Letters, it is to be earnestly ; 
Loped that they will attend to this, and many other passages 
of the like import in them. Without humility of mind, 
Christianity can neither be felt nor understood. " Seest 
♦* thou a man wise in his own conceit ? There is more hope 
♦* of a {i»l than of him." 

What 
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^Wkat tjo yon politicians in towil think of tbo 
•ecret committee^ and the fifty thousand pound* 
which ia to be spent upon it ? We in the country 
grumhl^ cffl4 groan. Indeed^ there is so much 
iniquity in the whole affair^ that I can hope no 
good from ^n inquiry about it, while there will 
certainly be no reparation made to the poor in^ 
jured people of Hindostan, whom we have so 
vilely and scandalously plundered and opprest, 
and are now quarrelling about th^ division of the 
9poil. 

On Saturday evening we had one of the most 
dreadful storms I ever saw, which threw the whole 
pUce into consternation. Such flashes, or rather 
pueh ft continued stream of blue lightning, I do 
pot rec(dlec(| ever to have seen, and there wa9 
oue such hurst of thunder^ as threw some peoplo 
0fk the groun4 and others into fainting&and fit& 
I cannot help 4hinking> however, that these who 
conceived themselves to be knocked down by the 
thunder, fell merely by the sudden start of their 
own terrors, or there would have been some less 
equivocal proof of its powd*. I thank God no 
mischief was done here, which was very provi- 
dential^ considering the extreme violence of the 
lightning ; my eyes have scarcely yet recovered 
its effect. I should have been much more alarmed 
if I had kjiown the danger to which my brother 

was 
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was exposed^ who was out on horseback in the 
worst of it; and, though he has fewer fears than 
any body I know, he told me he thought he 
never should have reached home. However, I 
thank God, both he and his servant arrived safely 
through it *. 

What have you gone and published four Ser- 
mons, and never sent them to me ? I have just 
now received the information in a letter, and am 
questioned about its truth. 

It is now fixed that I am to go to Tunstal on 
Saturday, and hope Monday or Tuesday follow- 
ing to be in London ; I cannot tell which, as my 
motions do not so much depend on myself, as on 
Dr. Pennington's horses, who are to convey me, 
and I therefore know not how fast 1 shall travel. 
Adieu, my dear friend, I hope very soon to as- 
sure you, de vive voix^ of my being most faith«« 
fully yours, &c, 

* No roan was ever more free from fear than Mr. Carter 
Tvas, but the editor has often heard him speak of this storm 
as being peculiarly terrific, and that his servant was dread- 
fully frightened. He described the lightning as reminding 
him of one of the Egyptian plagues, when thejire ran along 
upon the ground. 
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LETTER CLVI. 

Henley, Ma\/ 27 f 1775* 

After many moral and economical cal- 
culations on the intrinsic value of three pence, 
and the proportion it bears to that of the informa- 
tion of a friend not being drowned, having at 
Jast determined on a small preference in favor of 
the latter, I am in consequence set down to ac- 
quaint you, that, after all the lamentable accounts 
of so many floods, I am arrived at Henley with- 
out incurring any perils by water, or, I thank 
God, any other whatever. Indeed there was so 
little appearance of any danger of this sort, that 
I cannot account for the kind apprehensions of 
some of my friends, but upon that most admi- 
rable system of French philosophy, which has so 
clearly and irrefragably proved, that the general 
and predominant terror of all the men, women, 
and children, that have ever lived in all ages, and 
in all countries, has been the constant expectation 
of a Deluge. 

The few lucid intervals which disclosed the 
prospect between Maidenhead and Henley, gave 
me reason to regret the unfavorable sky, which 

allowed 
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iJtowed me to see so little of it. What I tonld 
discoTer reminded me of the vietts about Chatham 
and Rochester. The difference here; indeed^ is 
that the Thames wanders along in all thd play- 
fulness^ of youth and idleness^ while therd the 
Medway marches on with an air of business and 
importance^ incumbered with the weight of fleeta 
and navies, which it must be confessed, tnre not 
well adapted to the careless beauties of an Arca- 
dian scene. 

1 hope to get in good time to Wiltenham to- 
morrow; it is not above sixteen miles from 
hence, but the latter part of the road, I believe, 
is very indifferent, which will of course retard 
my motions. 1 could wish for a few days of sun- 
shine for my little excursion ; but my bus^iness is 
to see my brother and sister, and I shal^ endea- 
vour to consider the weather as only a circum- 
stance, and get into good humoUr accordingly^ 
I hope you are disposed to be so with this letter. 
Indeed, be it ever so dull, it is no fauk of mine ; 
for, as another French philosopher in the short 
compass of ninety pages has, as I am toM, accu- 
rately demonstrated the same temperament of 
sky, which is particularly favorable to the growth 
of cabbages, is downright poison to the huma!n 
genius; now one cannot, Ithiilk, imagine a day 
more propitious to the growth of tabbages thin 
^' ♦ the 
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the present ; and the inference naturally foUowir^ 

I know not whether this philosopher has extended 

Itis system to the heart ; whether he has^ or not^ 

in defiance of all systems^ I feeV mine to be most 

i»ithfaljy, 

Yours^ &c. 



LETTER CLVII. 

Deal, Jmc 5, 177S. 

My dear Friend, 

It was not till after the post was gone 
out yesterday, that I arrived at the end of my 
journey; I stayed two days at Tunstal^ and 
found my sister and the family quite well. Your 
godson mighty happy at having discovered in a 
magazine something which calls itself your cha- 
racter. You will approve his being the most 
delighted with that part of it, which mentions 
your having given away the profits of the Essay 
to a widow in distress. He desires me to send his 
duty to you. In walking about Canterbury yes- 
terday, I unes^pectedly met my brother, and as 
>ve were going through the cloisters, on seeing 
jumpulloff hishat^ and speak in passing to a 

lady. 
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lady, I asked who she was, and Whd should it 
be, but Miss Prenshara, whom ray short-sighted 
cj'es had not discovered, and for this time she was 
equally blind, and knew neither my brother nor 
me. When I found out who she was, Iran after 
her ; she is quite %vell, and she is to set out to- 
day with Mrs. Berkley to conduct young Berk- 
ley to JPrance. .-. ^ 

I had sundry invitations to dine at Canterbury, 
which to be sure I had full time to do ; but I was 
impatient to get home, and by no means in spi- 
rits, as I had heard from my brother that poor 
Mrs, Primrose died the day before, and I wanted 
to get to Mrs. Underdown ; I was so fiap,py as to 
find her in a state of composure and resignation^ 
for which her friends have the more reason to be 
thankful, as her nerves and spirits are' liable to 
terrible agitations, and her health has. suffered 
much by her sister's long illness, of which she 
foresaw the danger long before any body else ; 
and poor thing she has for so many week-s been 
in such a miserable ^ate, that her life was very 
uncomfortable to herself, which should help to 
reconcile her friends to the eonclusion of it. Yet 
under all circumstanct$,-the loss of any one with 
whom one has beett- Ibrig connected must be 
severely felt. My^pirits^are low, and they wouW 
have been ra\kh hy^er had I returned t5Vo or 

three 
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iiitee days sTooner, as I sftiould have deemed it 
right to do/fiad I had an idea Mrs. Piimros* 
was so near her end ; I knew the helpless state 
she w^s in^ hut had hoped to see her once more ; 
now all my care must be employed for my dear 
Mrs. Underdown. 

I lay at Dartford the night I left London, and 
was waked by the thunder, which was very loud 
there, remarkably so, as it was evidently at a 
distance fi'om the length of the intervals from the 
hghtning. I see by the papers it was much 
more violent in town ; very viblent it must have 
been, vrhereyer it exerted it« greatest force. 

I long to know how you do, and what you do ; 
probably by this time you are arrived at Sandle- 
ford, at least to judge by my own feelings, I 
hope so. There i« something so uncomf(»table 
in the general dispersion at this season, that I am 
always glad when I am got quietly settled in my 
fiummer retreat, where I can think at leisure oa 
the hopes of meeting my friendp again^ which 
cannot so easily be effected at the moment of 
parting with them. Alas, how long must we 
look forward to the prospect of seeing our dear 
Sylph again. Such distant views perhaps may 
seem absurd for beings of an hour • yet hope 
serves to keep us in cheerfulness and good 
humour, and provided the mind is furnished with 

VOL. II. O gej^taX 
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general principles of resignation, may allowably 
be indulged. No one, I believe, ever supported 
a disappointment the better for anticipation. 

Be 80 good as to make my compliments to Dr. 
and Mrs. Beattie, I shall be very glad to hear 
that the endeavours of his friends have sue*- 

not sieem to me, to have 

favor * and I cannot help 

jr dependence on a contri- 

ate friends of Christianity 

and virtue. Adi^u, my dear friend, let me hear 

from you soon ; I do not wish for a long letter, 

it will be quite long enough to please me, if it 

assui^es me you are well, and think kindly of 

Yours, &c. 



* Mrs, Carter was» however, mistaken. Dr. Beattie in 
^his year obtained a pension of 2001. a year. . l^fi reception 
in London was also most gi:atifyingy as well as merited. Dr. 
Johnson says of him, in a letter to Mr. Boswell, of July 5, 
177^9** Beattie is so caressed, and invited, and treated, and 
liked, and flattered by the great, that I can see nothing of 
Jura." 

Bosweirs Life of Johnson, 5th Ed. vol. 2. 
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LETTER CLVIII. 

Deal, June 12^ 1773. ^ 

It gives me great pleasure to thinks my 
flear friend, that you are escaped from the joyless 
hurry and heat of London, and are at this minute 
drinking your tea at Sandleford, in your dressing 
room, fanned by the breath of zephyrs, and 
serenaded by the songs of nightingales, and thlnk*- 
ing on all your friends dispersed over the globe 
by the resUess, but beautifiil spirit of summer. 
For the present, perhaps, you are mighty well 
contented to converse M^ith them, tout a voire 
aise, in mere idea; and it may be some time 
before, you are sufficiently satisfied with.(iuiet 
and green trees, to begin to anticipate the winter 
months of social life. Alas, for us, that there 
can be no hope of the dear Sylph, with her 
delightful spirit of innocent irregularity to enli- 
ven the prospect of this scene. You may be 
sure of my hearty amen to your prayer. Indeed 
such long interruptions of our best pleasures in 
so short a life would be equally grievous, and un- 
accountable, if the glad hope of being ag^in 
united to that Ci^eneral assembly,'' which ^ 
o 2 placed 
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placed beyond the reach of mortal accidents, did 
not reconcile us to the imperfections of our pre- 
sent enjoyments* 

I do not wonder that Lady N should not 

^eem very fond of the prospect of going to 
Ireland. The society can hardly be so agreeable 
to her as that to which she has been accustomed 
in England; and her situation there cannot en- 
title her to any of those popular distinctions, by 
wliich the gratification of ambition, if she has. 
any, might compensate the loss of pleasure. I 
have a notion there were some mistaken ideas 
formed upon this subject at first, which have 
pmbably since been confuted. But of all this I 
ami not absolutely sure. One cannot help pity- 
ing pddr Lord N , whose social good humour 

would find more pleasure in talking with Mrs. 
Denoyer, and promoting her interest, than in 
figuring at a court, even where his father acts as 
the king. 

As poor Dr. Beattie was to ask for a pension, 
I am very glad there is a prospect of his success ; 
but that genius and virtue like his should be un- 
der the necessity of asking for any thing in the 
power of those who have rewards to bestow, is 
^00 strong a justification of all the severe truths 
*that t)ne has so often heard £^|uinst courtiers and 
their masters. As Dr. BeatflPi merit is not un- 
known 
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knowR to , it wiU be to the last degree di$- 

graceful and scandalous if it is not properly 
regarded. 

Did you learn any thing particular of cjear, 
excellent, ^nbappy, I^dy Prances, before yon 
left town. By a letter just now received from 
Mrs. Talbot, \ find the answer at the door is the 
same as it has been for so many sad weeks. \ 
fear she is for ever lost, for all the purposes pf 
this world to herself, and to her friends, and to 
society, in which she acted so noble a part. Yet 
it is a blessing to all who so intimately knev^ her, 
to have so long been connected with a character 
of so much virtue ; and the memory of hei* 
example, it isito be hoped, may remain long after 
all her power of exertion is ceasad.^ 

" Oh what a lioble mind is there overthrown.'* 

Mrs. Undcrdown, I thank God, continues in 
very calm sjjfrits, her piety and resignation ar^i . 
quite exemplary, and contribute much towards 
those feelings of thankfulness which she expresses 
for the blessings still left her ; her health menda 
slowly, but I hope will get much better when she 
gets into the air, and uses exercise, which she 
has promised to do next week. The loss of Mrs. 
Primrose has been a most heavy stroke to her. I 

devote 
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devote much of my time to her, as it seems to 
afford her comfort. 

Indeed, I have not been sufficiently settled to 
get into any regular course of reading. At odd 
times I have read two or three volumes of Dr. 
Hawkesworth's edition of Swift's works. I liave 
been much pleased with the Doctor's Notes, 
which I never saw before. Some of them con- 
vey an excellent moral lesson, and others give a 
fair and candid interpretation of the design of 
his author, for which I felt much obliged to him. 
Indeed; I have always considered Swift as a cha- 
racter of more real worth, than most of the co- 
temporary writers with whom he corresponded. 
The extravagance of his wit, and the strange 
improprieties into which it too often hurried him, 
seem to have been absolute distemper; and the 
concluding years of his life, which in any other 
view, form so deplorable a part of the history of 
.such a genius, appear in a con^rtable light^ 
'nvhen they are considered as merely being proofs 
that his aberrations from decency, and his neglect 
of, or want of attention to religion^ did not pro- 
'ceed from a corrupted heart, or from scepticism ; 
but from physical infirmity, which at last ended in 

complete imbecility of mind *. 

Your 

* This is the best, and perhaps the only apology that fan 
be ma(k both for Swifi'^j writings, and for mapy piM"ts of I It 

'contract. 
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Your dismissaLof your good Doctor made me 
^mile ; I am glad you have dismissed him at least 
in the capacity of a Doctor, for I think as a 
companion, you would have him set down in 
your paper. It is grievous to see how his hl)eral 
and expanded mind is stiffened and shrivelled by 
the Quaker forms. If ever he stays long enough 
in a place, which but seldom happens, to enter 
into conversation, he becomes warm and ani- 
mated ; his soul bursts the. shell, in whieh it had 
been cramped and folded, and springs forth all 
alive, and glittering with vivid colouring. In- 
deed, he is, I believe, a man of uncommon 
talents, great knowledge of the world, very sin- 
cere piety, and a most benevolent heart *. 

* Indeed^ my dear friend> I cannot tolerate your 
apologies about franks. If there ever was a tim^ 
when 1 might have fett the^ postage of a letter, 
your kindness and generosity have certainly made 
that, and many other points quite easy to me. 
I do not squander my money in blonds and 

conduct. He is generally considered only as a poet and a 
politician; but it is^ painful to refl<^ct that be was also d 
clergyman, . 

♦ The physician alluded to wa« Dr. Fothergill, and who* 
iBvcr remembers that excellent and amiable man^^ will not be 
likely to disagree wixh Mrs. Carter in her view of his cha- 
racter. 

gauzes^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20() 



gauzes^ and I thank God, aud the goodiiess of 
my friends^ I have sufficient for indulging myself 
in every such real comfort as I receive from the 
assurance of their being well, and continuing me 
in their remembrance, — Adieu, &c. 



LETTER CLIX. 

Deal, June 19, 1773. 

Br this time, my dear friend, I hop^ 
your looks begin to sympathize with your consti- 
tution, and have lost all impressions of the 
smoke ; and I heartily rejoice to hear that you ere 
quite free from feverishness, for while that re* 
mained^ the fragrance of roses, and the music of 
the woods, would be capable of affording very 
little more pleasure, than the smell of stale mac- 
i^arel, or the screaming of brick dust and small 
coals. 1 am sorry to find that when you have 
evidently been so much mended by change of 
air, you are obliged to return to town. If you 
are there now, the fine shower of laist night must 
haye a little cooled the air for you, otherwise I 
think London will be too warm for you. In our 
ppen coast, fanned by the sea breeze, the wea^ 

ther . 
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theF ^ very deiigbtful^ and the frequent gentle 
showers preserves the fields in the brightest ver- 
dwe. There is, thank God, a very happy pros- 
pect of plenty, if human folly or wickedness 
does not fru^rate the bounties of heaven. It is 
very certain, that at this time there is not any 
scarcity either of animals, or of grass, and yet 
the price of meat is most scandalously kept up. 

I am glad Mrs. Cutts is with Mrs. Scott ; she 
is, I think, very ingenious, and a remarkable 
good woman, and I should have thought it no 
fault of her's that broke up the trio at Hitcham ; 
but she is very well taken care of bv her brother ; 
and Mrs. Scott is always delighted to see her in 
the summer. Mrs. Douglas is going to pay a 
visit to my brother in Berkshire, and as it is so 
near, I hope she will go to the Commemoration at 
Oxford. But what is the Commemoration at 
Oxford, to the great doings next week at Ports- 
mouth. 

I cannot help thinking, but that good pa? t of 
the hurry of your London life might be avoided, 
if you had a villa at a small distance. And of 
what use is all the prosperity of your coal mines, 
if it cannot purchase you a medicine, for in this 
light I consider it, 

I do not enter into the reasonableness of Mrs. 
W 's displeasure, on the occasion you men- 
tion ; but you may remember, that when we 

talked 
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talked on this subject^ I took the liberty of teQ^ 
ing you, that I thought she herself was the per- 
jiou to whom it would be proper for you to apply ^ 
and indeed I was pretty sure she would not takifc 
it welly if an application was made to- any one 
else. With regard to her aflBiction, from all that 
I have learned, it appears to be very deep and 
arncere. I am sure I dissent from you in this 
point frt)m a mere principle of justice; for I 
never had the least connection with her what- 
ever, even of the most common acquaintance. 

I have not seen Dr. Hawkesworth's book. It 
has received much abuse from the newspapers; 
but that would not prejudice me against it Such 
an objection as you make is indeed of very real 
importance, and I am sorry to find he has de- 
parted in any instance from the tendency of his 
former writings *. 

I suppose our dear Sylph is by this time ready 
to embark for Ireland ; I have not heard from 

f This probably relates to the Doctor's narrative of Cap* 
tail? Cook's Voyage, in which he was supposed to deny,^ or 
at least to discountenance the delightful and consoling idea 
of a fiarticular overruling and disposing Providence. He 
was much hurt by- this imputation ; and there scenic re^on 
to believe fhat he was not aware of tl. • tendejicy of what h^ 
-iio carelessly and injudiciously wixite, and of the ill usa to 
which it might be applici. 

9 .her 
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her since 1 left London. Lady Dartrey wrote 
me a note just as they landed, to let me know 
they were safe and well^ which was like her usual 
kindness. I hope something will be done by the 
ministry, in a fair reasonable manner^ to satisfy 
the Irish. It is terrible to think of the conse- 
quences of a breach to both kingdoms in gene- 
ral, and to one's friends in particular. Your 
illness was quite a dragon to our Sylph. How- 
ever; she was very kind in giving me a true state 
of the case. Without any tincture from her fears. 
I will tell you a little anecdote of the Emperor, 
which perhaps you may not have heard^ and it h , 
from good authority. When he was at a certain 
court, his Imperial Majesty entered into conver- 
sation with a statesman grown grey in the science 
of politics. The old man naturally supposed he 
would have talked to him in his own way ; but 
the Emperor chose to discourse only on war and 
religion, two subjects of which the politician, in 
relating this story, said he understood very little, 
t)ut could just discover from the conversation, that 
the Emperor in war was a corporal ; and in reU- 
gion a capuchin *. 

." As 

, . • The Emperor Joseph the Second ; a, man who appears 
to have begun his political life with the best intentions, and 
.with the most earnest dciirc of eucreasing the happiness of 

mankind. 
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A$ yon talked of being in Lwdon on Wetl- 
nesday, I direct this to Hill-street, from whence 
pray give me just one line to say you are well and 
safe. 



. LETTER CLX. 

July 20, 1773* 

I B^ULY rejoice, my dear friend, in the 
health and spirits with which you appear to enjoy 
your return to Sandleford. The day on which 
you proposed to walk over your territories, was a 
delightful one, and rau^t have set every improve- 
ment in the fairest point of view. The expe- 
dition in itself must have been very pleasant. 
Th^ heart feels one of its most innocent plea- 
pi(res, and best transports in the view of every 
proper improvement of the bounties of heaven. 

iDUDkind. But as this anecdote shews^ he thought he know 
ctcry thing, while in reality he was very igqoranr, especially 
of the nature of man as a moral agent. Hence he knew not 
bow to govern, or rather how to lead him ; and therefore 
became, as h« owned himself with a bitter sigh, ^ unfor^ 
^vnate in ^1 his enterprizea.'" 

May 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOS 

May you long enjoy all those wh\ch the dirme 
goodness has in such profusion, and in so many 
Tarieties assigned you, and iu a maimer tlmt will 
impress on them the seal of eternity. 

The fine shows of this world have no long 
cqntinuance, and must give place to one another. 
The Portsmouth expedition has been swallowed 
Hp in the great doings at Oxford. Mrs, Douglas 
was there, and most highly entertained. Did 
you ever see a more wicked article, than the one 
inr the newspapers, dated from Oxford, giving an 
account that the roof of the theatre had £dlen iii^ 
and that four thousand peop^Ie were buried under 
the ruins ? Prom some circumstances at the enfl 
of the letter there was reason to think it an ia- 
vention ; but this was not sufficient to remove the 
shock which one had felt from the beginning, b«t 
still tliere was no certainty ; and reason is not 
always an irresistible check to ike feelings of the 
heart; and any person, who, in aH probability, 
had a brother and sister, and a family of friends 
in the place, could not be very easy in a rep^rfr 
not impossible to be true. The next post, God 
be thanked, proved it to be a lie, but my nerves , 
had been terribly imrtin^iie mean time. How is 
jt possible any human mind can delight itaelf m 
such wanton mischief ! To invent a lie, from 
which no advantage can arise, btit from the suff- 

fcrings 
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ferings of others^ by whom the authcm baye 
never been offended/ has something in it that 
would seem quite infernal^ if it could not be re* 
solved into one of the most pernicious of human 
evils^ vanity *. 

" All human race would fain be wifs,*' 

and from the idea, that there wa^ something' 
very witty and ingenious in this composition, I 
suppose the writer was induced to ptiblish it, at 
the small hazard of giving p^n to the hearts of 
half a natiofj . I tope the' account did not reach 
Mrs. Biitibar, in Ireland. Both the writer of 
that tetter, and the publisher, surely deserve a 
more severe punishment than many that are in* 
flicted by the law, on faults which do not bring 
half so much misery on society* I hear Lady 
Edgcumbe was ill at Oxford, but not dangerously. 
It seemed a great undertaking for any consti- 
tution, not made of iron and steel/ to go through 

- ♦ ThCjObservatioD, no doubt, is just ; and this, which is 
generally supposed to be a trifling passjon, unworthy of 
^rious and religious remark, is the occasion of more evil 
than many other more obviously dangerous perversions of 
the human mind. In Scriptural language vanity refers to 
those who are not guided by religious obligation ; but the 
all is vanity of the royal preacher, relates only to the state. 
^J human life, and not to the passions of the human breasts 

the 
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the htirry of the review at Portsmouth, and then 
to attempt the Commemoration. 

I had a letter from our dear Sylph, dated {torn 
the isle of Anglesea, last weelc Long before 
this 1 hope she is happily landed on the further 
shore, from whence she will cast many a longing 
look towards those whom she has left behind. 
(Lady Dartrey's sweet little boy is ordered by Mn 
Hawkins to bathe in the sea, and I expect to see 
him at Deal. He is not ill, but wants strength, 
and her Ladyship leaves Ireland the soouei* on 
this account, so that I expect to see her soon 
after his arrival. I have known Dr. Hawkes- 
worth many years, and honoured him as the au- 
thor of the Adventurers, which are an exceUi^t 
set of papers. I am very sorry to find that this 
last performance is so unworthy of him. I have 
not seen it, and certainly never shall have the 
least curiosity to read it from the accounts that 
you, and some of my other friends, have given 
me of it. I hope to hear soon that quiet and 
fresh air have had the desired effect^ and Ijiiat you 
are, my dear friend, quite well 
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LETTER CLXI. 

August J 4, ms. 

I HEARTILY rejoke, my dear friend, 4o 
"find you have dismissed your fever, and I hope 
the quiet of Sandleford will prevent its return. 
It is indeed vexatious that such hours as your'8> 
should be consumed amidst the trifling occupa- 
tions of a water-drinking place ; yet if want of 
faealtli prevents their proper employment, tiiey 
Imd better be spent in trifling than in pain and 
languor, especially vrhei'e it may be h<^>ed that a 
few weeks, thus sacrificed, may enable yo« t^ 
1>etter to peiform with spirit and ease your duties 
for the rest of the y^ar. I am glad you do not 
go into the North this year. 

I am very sorry to hear of poor Dr. Beattie's 
tmcemfortable suspense. These cruel delays axiA 
doubts will fall the more heavily on bis spirits, as 
probably his studious retirement must have ren- 
dered him unacquainted with the character of 
courtiers, and he could receive no information 
from the rectitude and simplicity of his own 
mind. 

3 Your 
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You ask me if I have read Banks* and Salan* 
der*8 voyages ? I have not, and I believe I never 
iAisdl. Mrs. Howe was so good as to propose 
sendtn^ me the book to Deal, but I have d&clined 
it. The account which you gave me, of the 
very wrong tendency of the preftice, (and the 
$ame account I have since received from others) 
and the scandalous indecency of some parts of 
the book, have raised my indignation, and enr 
tirely prevented my feeling any curiosity about 
it. It gives one pleasure to find that this nation 
has still virtue enough left to be shocked and dis- 
gusted by an attack upon religion, and an out* 
rage against decency, such as Dr. Hawkeswortb's 
last performance, which I find is most universally 
disliked. My own opinion of the book is not de- 
rived from the criticisms in the newspapers, which 
I scarcely ever read, but from other aceounts> 
$ome of them from people not remarkably strict, 
nor likely to be much scandalized, unless the faultp 
had been very striking. I am told there are 
many literary inaccuracies ; but these are trifles 
compared with moral offences ; though even thes^, 
from a proper regaitl to the public, perhapli 
ought to have been avoided. 

You would have laughed, my dear friend, if 
you could have seen the astonishment and per- 
plexity into which I was thrown, by the introdiic- 

TOL. u. P tion 
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tjon of your letter, not being' able to form the 
least idea why 1 was to be dignified by the title of 
Doctor. A few lines brought me to a solution 
of my difficulties. Though I felt very little ele- 
vation from my appointment to the cap and gown, 
both my vanity and my heart were very agree- 
ably flattered by my companion, and still more 
by the affectionate manner in which you express 
yourself about it. I must feel pleased at finding 
myself united with you, even in a couplet of Tun- 
bridge poetry, or a University degree. But — 
/' M)n est mortale quod opto." I have infinitCv 
ambition in my views both for you and myself, 
which soars beyond all the sublunary honors, and 
looks forward to the '' prize of that high calling," 
which leads our hopes to the starry wreaths of 
immortality. May heaven unite us in this su- 
preme attainment ! 

I beg you will not neglect to take the mille- 
pedes, it is a most excellent medicine for the ob- 
struction you mention in your glands, and beside* 
may be of great use to your eyes. However, if 
they should grow ever so strong, yet as they 
must always be short-sighted, I hope you will 
never attempt to ride a single horse, but conde- 
scend to get behind some gpod stayed, sober, 
dull man, on a dull horse, with a strong leathern 
belt round his coat^ on which you may take good 

sure 
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sure hold, and ride much more safely, thdn by 
mounting a Pegasus 6f your own guiding. 

My little friend Thomasino arrived here oh 
Friday in good health and spirits, and is, I thank 
God, a comfortable child as one can wish for his 
delicate frame. I hope the sea will cdntdbule 
to render him a little more robust. I expect 
Lady Dartrey next week, though I have begged 
her not td hurry herself, as the child is quite 
well. Lord and Lady Dartrey most truly deserve 
what you say of them, for they are most emi- 
nently good. I can never reflect with too great 
thankfulness On the happiness of being intimately 
connected w ith so many characters who are an 
omaitient to human nature, and do honor to 
those divine principles by which they are guided. 
I scarcely ever receive a letter from any of my 
friends, in which I do not find some sentiment of 
their own, or some description of others, that 
gladdens, and I hope tends to improve my heart *. 
Prom thfe great and general view of public trans- 
actions, and alas ! of public corruptions, how com-^ 
fortable is it to retire to the walks of private vir- 

* If tbes« letters fail to produce the effect, here so beau- 
tifully described, on the hearts of those who may read them, 
the Editor will be deeply mortified. He will have to regret 
time, which he can ill spare, mis-spent ; labor thrown away, 
atid hope disappointed. 

p 3 tue ; 
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tue ; io actions nnd sentiments which no history 
will celebrate, but which are registered in the i:e- 
cords of eternity ! 

August 20. 

A MOST violent fit of the head-ach prevented 
my finishing this letter, and now I have to thank 
you for one last night received. I rejoice to hear 
you are better. Lord and Lady Dartrey are 
arrived ; her Ladyship, I thank God, quite well, 
but they were a good deal discomfited by a ter-» 
rible cold howling north-east wind, which has a 
most disnial effect upon this place ; and it wa» 
vexatious to think of their having such an accueil 
from this rough son of Eolusj at their first arrival^ 
after such ia succession of beautiful weather ag we 
have had, and which has given all our prospects 
their highest beauty. The two last days hi^ve 
been quite doleful with wind and rain. The sum 
revisits us to-day, but does not seem in perfect 
good hnmour. My friends had the comfc^t of 
finding the dear boy quite well. 

I heartily congratulate you. Dr. and Mrs. Beat* 
tie, on the very agreeable conclusion of his sus- 
pense, and I rejoice that the King's favor is cir- 
cumstanced in a manner so advantageous and 
comfortable to him. I beg you will be so good 
as to assure the Doctor how very sincerely I par- 

: ticipate 
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ticipate in his success. I imagine you have heard 
of an unexpected advantage to another worthy 
good man ; that Lord Exeter has given the valu- 
able living of St Clement's to Mr. Burrows^ with 
whom he had not the least acquaintance. 1 am 
persuaded he will faithfully and conscientiously 
discharge the important task of a most diligent 
instructor of so large a parish. 

Are you not pleased with the match between 
Lord Cranbourn and "Lady M^ry Hill ? They 
have both such remarkable good characters, as 
afford a well grounded hope of happiness. Lord 
Salisbury has, 1 understand, informed hii son 
that he will be generous in the settlements. Poor 
man, he lives in a strange uncomfortable way 
himself; but it is very meritorious in him to 
contribute all he can to the happiness of others. 

Mrs. Underdown's best thanks are your's, for 
your kind enquiries. She has at present too 
good a proof of her mortal existence by an attack 
of the gout : it is however slight, and I hope will 
do her good. Mrs. Chalie is with her, which s 
a great pleasure to her. Adieu, my dear friend. 
I am very much better, and hope to hear you are 
quite recovered. 
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^.ETTER CLXII. 

Deal, September 13, 1773. 

YoDR letter, my dear friend, which I 
Received last night, was a very kind relief to the 
anxiety which 1 had felt, from the apprehension 
of the effect, which the loss of «o excellent a friend 
niight have on your health. I hope in God as it 
has stood the first ^hock, it will not now be in sq 
much danger of suflFering. Your account of the 
departure of this good man, though very affectr 
ing, is full of hope and comfort. It was a blessiing 
to all around him, that he was permitted to pre? 
serve his senses and serenity to the last, and to 
give so edifying an example what a light and 
glory. Christian principles are capable of dif*- 
fusing on the last dark scenes of a life spent in 
the exercise of Christian virtues. Pew human 
souls, I believe, were ever more naturally dis- 
posed to those virtue^ than his. Hisi mind was 
fair and candid to the highest degree, and amidst 
all the intricacies of this perplexed world, h^ 
heart preserved its native simplicity^ and was as 
free from guile as that of a little infant. His; 
gentle and kind affections were tried by severe 

^isap- 
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disappointments in their nearest objects ; but now 
the combat is over; it must always afford the most 
delightful contemplation to his friends, to reflect 
with what unrepining resignation he submitted 
to the utter ruin of all his dearest human hopes; 
but he is now, I trust, rejoicing in the reward of 
that goodness, for which he was so ill repaid by 
the world *. I think his wretched unhappy son 
is somewhere abroad. I believe it is a foolish 
feeling, but I cannot yet bring myself to give 
the name and title of such a father to, such a son. 
The friends of his wife, I am told, express the 
utmost concern for her upon this event, which one 
can easily believe. Poor woman, she will now 
too probably be left exposed to all the miserable 
consequences of hei; imprudent choice. She had 
every human security under the protection of 
such a father-in-law ; but it may too justly be 
questioned, how far mere parchment settlements 
will be a defence against the wickedness of such 
a husband. 

I am glad you have so many of your friends 
about you, which particularly at present may be 
much better for you, than having so many hours 
to yourself. If they leave you soon, I hope you 
wUl make some little excursion, 

• George, Lord Lyttelton, died August 22, 177'1- 

You 
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You will bear from Tunttal as soon as tb^ 
vheat is gone. Dr. Pennington sent a skilfiA 
person to Feversham to transact this business 
but this did not satisfy Montagu^ who declared he 
would overlook the affair himself, and accord-' 
ingly took his horse, and rode along with tho 
purchaser. My brother Carter desires me tq 
say that he will send you some wheat from Word, 
a place about five miles from hence^ where the 
wheat is thought so remarkably good for seed, 
that it is sent from thence to all parts of Eng^ 
land : he is proud of your commission, and will 
ship it for Billing^te as soon as he knows the 
quantity you want : it will not be ready to send 
till Michaelmas. 

Pray do, my dear friend, convince yourself 
once for all, of no very perplexing truth, that I 
love you better than I do half a dozen pieces of 
copper. To save these at the bottom of my 
pocket, your letter was five days before it reached 
me, for I had it not till last night, after the abovt 
was written : the post-mark showed that it come 
regular to this place, so the delay must have been 
in town. But to shew you tliat I have as great 
tenderness foi: your silver, as you had for my 
copper, I kept my letter that I might make one 
answer do for two of your's. 

Amidst your numerous avocatioiis jmi ]io9> i 
♦ am 
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9j» not so Hnrea&o&able as to expect you to writt 
to me so regularly as you usually do. B^t I wai 
particularly anxious to hear from you at this tioie^ 
as I feared your health might have suffered from 
^ situation of your mind^ and I should have 
avoided three days' anxiety, if you had been less 
attentive to that miserable three-pence, I parti*- 
cukrly long for good weather just ^t present, as 
I think going into the air will do you so much 
good, and be of so much use to your spirits. It 
is impossible for human affections not to feel very 
deeply the loss of such a friend as the excellent' 
Lord Lyttelton, though it is accompanied with the 
sweet consolation, that virtues so long and so 
severely tried in this world, are removed to a cer- 
tain reward in a better. His conduct to his 
da»gbter*in^law is truly kind; but eight hundred 
9-year instead of five : this addition to ber income^ 
poor woman ! is purchased at a dear rat^ by thia 
imacpressible loss she nraat too probably fed of m 
kind and powarful a protector. 
, The newspapers Yfhk^ reach us here, have 
nmde no attack upon KinJi^Solomon, but coBteat 
themselves with abusing King George, ta which 
11(0 doubt they think they have a very good rights 
M every Engli^man thinks his own King a law- 
ful pvize. I wrote to condole with our dear 
^y^» tt ptHtt m L th»l^(fat ifae ooiM keafiu of 

good 
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good Lord Lyttelton's death, which news, I well 
knew, would be most afflicting to her. 

Adieu, my dearest friend, do not write to me 
but when it is perfectly convenient to you, but 
let me again intrcat that the consideration of 
postage may never be the cause of delay, as a 
letter from you is always a pomfort of the first 
Riagnitude to 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER CLXm. 

Deal, September 20, 1773^ 

As I have always endeavoured, my 
dear friend, to keep my imagination and my 
common sense in separate apartments, that they 
may not usurp each others rights, my social 
feelings have been no less exercised than my 
poetical melancholy by the state of the weather. 
This equinoctial bustle is indeed very unfavour* 
able for invalids. 

Your account of your dear nephew's accident 
quite made me shudder. What a providential 
escape, that the sweet boy did not lose his eye. 
The philosophical Dr. Hawkeswortb, if what I 

hav^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ei9 

Jiave beard of his system is fairly represented, 
vvould gravely argue, that if Providence had any 
thing to do with it, the penknife had never come 
near the eye ; but (not to mention any thing else) 
the Doctor seems not to consider, what a benefi- 
cial alarm such visible and striking interpositions 
of Providence are intended to give to human 
carelessness, which is so apt to overlook its more 
secret and regular exertions for our constant pre- 
servation** 

Lady Dartrey went to Bristol, I thank Go4, 
by way of prevention, more than from necessity^ 
for I never saw her better than while here. My 
little friend Th^masino is delightfully improved 
since he has been here. He is all day long 
breathing the fresh sea air, which here is as pure 
as possible, and for such a fairy, is grown quite 
hardy and robust, and full of spirits. I believe 
this finimated scene is particularly good for him. 
) f0und him this morning with his hands almost 
Vp to his elbows in a large dish of live shrimps. 

* It must be obvious tci every welWegulated and thinking 
inind, that if Providence permitted no casualties or misfor-- 
tunes to occur, all thoughts of the superintending care of 
C^od would soon be lost in the world. But while for some 
few that suffer many escape, we are continually reminded of 
that paternal care and protection of the Almighty,, which is 
justly galled by the name of Providence. 

We 
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We hare been very illustrloiis this summer at 
t>eal. Lord and Lady Willoughby have taken 
lodgings for two months. All my friends are 
gone but Lady Arveram, who, I believe, will 
•tay some time longer at Deal Cast!e« Lord and 
Lady Spencer and Lady Clermont have been 
waiting at Calais some time for a wind. It is to 
be hoped they are not now on the sea. The 
poor ships are miserably tossed in view of my 
window, though I hope there is no danger, at 
their anchors seem to hold £ist. The wind is so 
high, that I am shaken in siy chair as if I was in 
a cabin. 

It is not long s;nce I heard from our dear Sylph. 
Her spirits, poor soul, seem to be very low. It 
would, I am sure, be a great comfort to her to 
hear from you ; but probably you have already 
written. Never was there a more amiaUe heart 
than belongs to this dear friend of our's ; but 
she wants to have her attention awakened to 
fioroc subjects from which the hurry of the worM 
too much withdraws her thoughts. No one can 
do this either with greater power, or aided by 
stronger affection to give peculiar weight to 
every argument than you ; and in the present 
turn of her mind, every thing that a particularly 
affecting subject might naturally suggest, might 
be peculiarly useful. But do not let me propose 

any 
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any task which will be too painful for you ; only 
keep this general hint in your mind^ and improve 
it to her good^ when you have an opportunity, 
and can do it with ease. 

The post which occasioned you such kind in^ 
quietudes about me^ my dear friend^ at the same 
time strangely perplexed me, as Miss More in- 
formed me that I owed you a letter. Now as 
among the many debts which I owe you, and 
which I shall never be able to pay but by ac- 
knowledging them, I was conscious a letter was 
not one, I could not tell how to account for this 
chajfge, till your account of the delay, just re- 
ceived, solved the difficulty. 

It is not more wonderful, I think, that Catherine 
of Russia should not be able to sign her own 
name, than that Charlemagne could neither read 
nor write. One can more easily conceive it prac- 
ticable for a stout gentlewoman, brought up in a 
camp, to put a ring in the noses of a nation of 
bears, without any assistance from the Muses, 
than that an author, like Charlemagne, should 
not be able to write his own compositions. I 
have got into the third volume of Captain Cook, 
and have got beyond the melancholy account of 
bis unfortunate death. The continuation of the 
journal by Captain King is in a much more ele- 
gant style, ZiM the descriptions are much more 

picturesque 
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pictUrcJsque than the former part. What futt(f£ 
benefit may arise to the poor inhabitants of these, 
newly-discovered countries, from the commtini-^ 
cation which we have opened with them, will b^ 
determined by time; at present, ala^ ! th^y seem 
to have little reason to think thems^lvei^ the better* 
for our intercourse with them. 

Miss More tells me that Mr. MontagQ Wished 
to be informed of some valuable German books. 
My own stock is very small. I have alway* 
heard Gellert's works metitioned with high ap* 
probation. Gesner's death of Abel, and hid 
Idylls, are charming poems in measured prose^ 
and not at all difficult. Usong, written on the 
plan of the Cyropoedia, Telemaque, &c. is worth 
reading. Haller is a good poet. He writes in 
rhyme, and is rather less easy than those I have 
mentioned, I believe you have read Sophia 
Sternheim in a French translation, and I think 
approved it. These are all I can recollect at 
present. 

If your amiable guests are still with you, they 
will have, I hope, fine weather for their excur- 
sions, notwithstanding we have had it so boiste- 
rous. Our prospects of plenty in this neighbour- 
hood are very great, although we had so long a 
winter, and such an unsummerlike summer. I 
never remember seeing the corn look finer- My 

friendg 
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friends at Eastrey are gone to Tunstal for the 
harvest. If it please God the weather is fine, 
they will, I hope, be back before the aguish sea- 
son. For this, and many other reasons, I long 
to have them within a walk. Whether it .be 
little or much that is deposited in your barns, the 
harvest must always be favorable to you, while 
you make it a meanji of dispensing the blessings 
of heave?i to the helpless, and to the industrious 
poor. Adieu, my dear friend. God bless and 
prosper you. I am ever, &c. 



LETTER CLXIV. 

Deal, October 19, 1773y 
My dear Friend, 

My brother desires me to acquaint you, 
that the four quarters of wheat which you ordered, 
were to be shipped on Friday last on board a 
Sandwich hoy : he has written to Mr. King to 
let him know of its coming. I hope it will answer 
jour purpose, and yield you a good increase. 

I had written so far without having the heart 
to proceed, from the excessive uneasiness I >va8 
^under, at not having heard. from, you so.mucji 

longer 
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for much will certainly depend on his character; 
and degree of attention. 

It gives rtie pleasure to find you had anticipated 
my intimation with regard to our dear and amia;- 
ble friend. Indeed she is formed for enjoyments 
much superior to that foolish worW^ which too 
much engages her mind^ and leads it on by the 
dancing phantom of an ignusfatuus of pleasure^ 
which she wearies her spirits in pursuing, and 
which she never is able to overtake. This makes 
her so restless and uneasy in the possession of 
what Tshe really likes hest^ while she fancies it de- 
tains her from something she likes better. Her 
wishes are perpetually stretching after perfection, 
but unfortunately mistakes the road. What a re- 
pose would it give to her excellent heart, if she 
could learn to content herself with such moderate 
degrees of enjoyment, as are allotted for us in 
this world, and fix her hopes on the completion of 
that happiness, for which we are formed in a 
better ! Our best pleasures even in this life, are 
not only heightened and returned, but doubly 
endeared to us by their connection with the ex- 
- pectation of another. 

1 hope Dr. and Mrs. Beattie have got to th^ 
end of their long journey, before this deluging 
\f eather. Did the Doctor give any hopes of the 
completion of bis charming poem.^ I have ju$t 

v®L. ih Q been 
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been reading something very unlike it, whifh^ m 
spite of all the magic of Italian sounds^ I could 
•farcelyget through. What a strange inequality 
of genius, that the author of the Gerusalemrae, 
could likewise be the author of that wretched 
poor thing the Aminta ! I had not read it a goo^ 
while, but remembered I did not like it, and I 
find my present taste exactly like the past. 

I remember when Doctor SmiUi was chosen 
at Oxford, he had a competitor, I forget his 
U^jyie, so much of his own principles, that the 
people who had the interest of Christianity at 
b^rt, were greatly perplexed for which of the 
two to give their vote. Is it not very shocking 
there should have been no other choice ? I have 
just gone through your friend Mr. West's book^ 
on the Resurrection, which I do not recollect 
ever having seen before. It is one of the best 
written and most delightful books I ever read. 
I have been attempting Dr. Shuckford's Connec- 
tion, in which there is to be sure a great deal rf 
fery profound learning, so profound that I sunk 
in the middle of the second volume^ aad I believe 
shall never w ade through to the end *, So I hay^ 

^veli 

. • Mrs. Cartel '6 opiriort of thb work seems to Jiave J^cen 
. given more hastily than she generally allowed herself to do^ 

The 

8 
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even scrambled out as well as I coiiW, ftnd i^m 
now engaged with Stillingfl^^t'^ Origiqes S^rgp. 
Here too I find a gr^at deal of learning ; but it 
is learning arranged by judgment, and iHumi- 
nated by gopd ^ense. Jjt is m ej^^e\\e\\i perform-^ 
ance, did you ever see it ? If not, you will I be- 
lieve find it well worth your time. 

Do you r^ad any of thq ptuflF with which the 
newspapers have for some time been filled witb, 
about Shakespear, and his commentators, and his 
editors ? I have looked no further ^ith^r into tb^ 
verse or prose, than to see whether ypu w^rf 
mention^, and to my great satisfac^ipn h^v^ 
found, that the authors of this jumWe of npii?* 
sense, have had decency enough not to nan^^ yQBj 
either in satire or panegyric. 

I have delivered your message to my brothi^r^ 
but he has not yet been able to pay for the wheat, 
as the price here is not fixed. 1 rejoice that you 
find the earth so well answer to her title of Just 
tissima. He who is the Lord of earth and heaven, 
by the general laws of his Providence rewards 
^'th success every industrious improvement of his 
gifts; and his particular protection is equally 
secured to those who diffuse the blessing as widely. 

The style of it is certainly dull and prolix, but, to a biblical 
student, it is a very useful bOv)k, mid contains notonlv much 
Itarning, but a great deal (f sound argu nent. 

q3 and 
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and as beheiicialiy as possible to others. Have 
you read Doctor Hawkesworth's second edition^ I 
am told he has endeavoured to answer the ex- 
ceptionable passage in the preface to the first ; 
but that he has not done it in a satisfactory man- 
ner. I have not seen either the one or the 
other. 

I am so happy as to hear from very certain 
authority, that dear good Lady Coningsby is con- 
siderably better. God grant that the amendment 
may continue, and that she may be restored to us. 
The weather has been outrageous, and autumn 
has usurped the rights of winter. The sweet 
days last week, gave one hopes of more tempe- 
rate weather ; but last night and this morning 
have brought back \vind and rain, and for a little 
variety in the tempest we had a good deal of 
lightning. Adieu, my dear friend, as the Par- 
liament meets so early, I hope it wiji bring some 
of your particular friends to cheer your fire-side. 
So wishes yours, &c. 



Digitized 



by Google I 



LETTER CLXV. 7 

Deal, Ocfoier 30, 1773. 

The chilling blasts of autuimial morn- 
ings and evenings will sui'ely, my dear friend^ 
sufficiently secure you against a northern expedi- 
tion, and Mr. Montagu will find himself more 
disposed to enjoy himself aucoin de son feu y than 
to take a journey, unless like the swallows he 
could take his flight towards the south. 

I so far agree with you in the opinion of the 
wisdom and magnanimity of the Venetians with 
regard to the wicked league of Cambray, that I 
am very willing to believe that wretched abject 
address to the Emperor Charles V. mentioned in 
some authors, is a scandalous forgery *. Gius- 
tiniani's History, only describes the Incunabula of 
the Venetian State ; for he brings his account no 
lower than about the year 800. — Your Tale of 
the present Times is admirable^ and ought to go 
down to posterity. 

* Probably this was not the case. The Venetians felt a 
truth which they were unwilling to confess, that their power 
was tottering to its base. In fact they were from that mo- 
ment only ** magni tiominis umbra;** and never were after- 
vyards of any real weight in the scale of Europe. 

I aon 
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lam of your opinion in general with regard 
to giving directions to candidates, and, I believe, 
I expresl myself cautiously \yhen I seemed to 
differ. The truth is, I think, there may be sea- 
sons in which such stipulations are necessary. 
Wha[i King James II. for instance, was taking 
every method to overset the laws and constitution 
of a country, of whicb be was appointed the 
guardian ; had not every constituent a right, and 
was it not his duty to demand an explicit answer 
firom the candidate^ whether be designed to con- 
cur with such an administration of government^ 
or to oppose it * ? — I do not draw the parallel ; 
for I am not /enough s^u fait of some late pro* 
feedings to know whether they deserve the cla- 
mour which is raised against them. I have not 
seen the Quebec BiII> and therefore cannot tell 
bpw. &r the representation made of it ^)ay be 
truQ, that it established popery and slavery in any 
part of the British government ; for 1 have lived 
long enough to know^ that a picture drawn from 

. , • Mrs. Carter rather seems here to coDiibuo(} t^ very 
iUffereut circumstances. It is one thing to ask a candidute 
whether his pfinciples agree with your own before you vote 
for him ; and it is another to give him directions for Ifi» 
public conduct afterwaixJs. The first is strictly <?Onstitui 
Jtomal ; 'l)Ut it miy well be doubted whether the c>ther mbjr 
aot te ca«wdefi?ij in a very opf owie hglit, 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(to tdhntiti^ of party, may be ftir «Aougti tram k 
Jast reBemblance. 

ThtBi*e afe some tofttriTatices 1 hear^ or i^ther 
wishes, by some means of ottie^, to get in Lord 
Mahon, which I cannot help hoping may not 
istacceed. Eve^y wise and honest man ought to 
dppose despotism ; but it is strange that any wise 
Or honest man should think it a proper means of 
defending a constitution like this, by introducing 
into the House of Commons pert republican boys. 
— ^I beg your pardon. I am considering your 
fHend only in his political capacity ; and, indeed^ 
I was highly disgusted in reading the account of 
his indecent attack upon Mr. Knight, then one of 
our county members. 

When you ask for an account of my studies^ 
alas, my dear friend, you little guess what my 
present situation is. My father is so ill, that my 
time is broken into small portions, by my attend* 
fence tipon him. During the hours I set with 
him, I cannot apply my mind to any thing se* 
rious, and when he is in bed, I am so often listen- 
ing, and hare so much anxiety about him, that 
j^ou will easily imagine I have little leisure or 
spirits for application. His present complaint h 
^ fixed pain in his side, which deprives him both 
of rest and appetite ; his medical attendant at 
present thinks there is not any danger, but at bis 

age 
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nge th/ere is i\q j^^wering fqr ^ th^. ca(fst^ff[M^ 
of sucli an attack. , ,.. , 

I at times d^rudge a litde through Fuffendorf. 
^lis gcReral scheme is certainly aji admirably 
compendium of history, and with regard to fifictSj 
I suppose for the most part he is very exact ; but 
his own observations and comments are usually 
'' des pauvretes.*' In the character of nations 
he is defective ; and in those of individuals some- 
times very unjust. He says, of a particular per-* 
son, that he was '^a crafty, thorough-paced, am - 
^' bitious man,'' could one guess that such a pic^ 
ture was drawn for William the First, Prince of 
Orange ? All human creatures are imperfect, and 
those who act on the great theatre of the world, 
and amidst the confusions of a disordered state, 
are in perpetual danger, from their own height- 
ened passions, and from the wretched connec- 
tions in which they are too often engaged, to 
submit to modes of action at which a delicate 
virtue would shudder. Yet surely the Prince of 
Orange was, upon the whole, great and respect- 
able, and one of the most virtuous political cha- 
i^cters in history. The short gaculat\ops i^ 
which he expired, proved his love for the Cfinar 
try, which he recommended to the flivine pro- 
tection, to have been sincere. In the surprize pf 
a sudden and violent death, there was no, time for 

recoUec- 
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retdtidion; forostentalimi and ^Mirade» aAdlie 
could at that time speak from nothing but th^ 
governing and habitual prtnctples of his heart 
Puffendorf is equally severe ort Coligni. Hk 
conduct mighty perhaps, upon the whole, be more 
equivocal than that of the Prince of Orange. 
Yet surely it was not of that class which ought to 
have been marked only by its faults. 

I am afraid I must defer the sight of Miss 
Scott's Poem, till I can get to London, for I fear 
I have but little chance of meeting with it here. 
It had been mentioned to me before your letter 
arrived, in a very advantageous manner. Adieu^ 
toute a V0U8. 



LETTER CLXYI, 

Deal, November ip, 1773. 

My dearest friend, 

Your letter, dated Wednesday^ did nol 
l*each me till last night, and I was b^inning to 
be uneasy about you; but I hope by this time 
you are safe by your fire-side in Hill Street, which 
is surely at this time the properest place for you. 
It is hard to say, in the course of so many years 
9 as 
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til I li»ve lif«d^ whicb lUA been tlie inAit tem*^^ 
peltHcHls ipeafion^ or I sbouki pranoilnt^ it to be 
Ib6 preftetit. * The viol^nee of the wind and rain 
here for iete^l days, and ^ometkne^ for several 
weekdi islieyond d^criptkm. The wind drivei 
tht ram so strongly^ that there is Scarcely a room 
itt dik bouioy btit what is like a cnHender^ with 
a stream of i^^alte fanning through ifr from the 
YO^f atid windows, and windowshutteiv, therb is 
tio^Jkeeping any part of the house dry. Yoa will 
easily imagine that my smaller and weaker teAe** 
meat, m at least as mach affected as my house of 
bride and mortar. Indeed^ I believe, I hate fdk 
it the more, for one fine, clear, bracing day df 
last week, which had given me a delightful de- 
gree of elasticity ; but the next, alas! slackened 
all the springs, and has made a poor wretch of 
me indeed. If this uproar of the elements is to 
continue till Christmas, it is to be hoped my con- 
stitution will get accustomed to it. 

Mrs. Pennington wrote to you a day or two 
ago, they are all here at present, they came to 
kefep ray father's eighty-sixth birth-day; and 
groat thankfulness ought we all to feel, f(rf a eon- 
finuaaoe of so great a blessing. Hi^undefstan*- 
)(tg> I thank Ood, is still as Uvely and at strong 
f^ ever ; aad his beailb, excepting that sharp at^ 
tack he had last m(mth, ivbicA, tbank Gk>d, did 
'» . ^» . . not 
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ii0t k8t very long/fofr his age, is most wortderfu!* 
We w€re all out yesterday afternoon, I <3ame 
home early:, and found the storm so terrible^ and 
wa« so nearly upset by it^ tlmt I was quite in h 
terror about my father, and sent two men to 
attend him home; but he found himself so stou 
and strong, that he left one behind to take care 
of the Penningtons', and weathered a point in 
getting; to this house, which I could not venture 
fo encounter, and said he was not, nor indeed 
did he appear to be the least fatigued with the 
Violence of the storm. The Pennin^ons' staid 
till the wind wis much abated^ and even then 
my sister Ibutid great difficulty in reaching hom^. 
I toention this to prove how strong my dear fsl- 
ther is for his age. 

This morning I missed all the ships tliat were 
in pl'ospect before my window, which indeed I 
expected. They broke from their anchors, and 
six of them are on shore betwixt this and San- 
<Sown Castle; but, thank God, there were no 
lives lost It blows and rains to day so bad I 
^oannot v^tuve even to Mrs. Underdown's. The 
Penningtons' go to town soon after they leave 
us, my sister Pennington, who is sitting at 
my elbow. reading all tlie novels she can get in 
tbe worlds desires her best respects to you, and 
)fOur gt)dsan biii duty. 

I believe^ 
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• I believe the only reason I dW not read Mr, 
AVest's book sooner was^ because I had it not to 
read. My dear Miss Talbot often used to laugh 
at mc^ and affirm I never would read any books 
.but my ov^rn ; and, indeed, if it is a book tbat 
pleases me, I never can have any great enjoy* 
ment of it in the hurry which I always feel to re- 
turn any thing I have borrowed. Mr. West is 
now my own property, and placed in the class of 
those books which I regularly read once a year. 
I have bound up the Trial of the Witnesses with 
it (which I had read before), whrch has all the 
spirit and clevernefis of its author ; but neither in 
argument or style, I think, by any means com- 
parable to the other. I think there has been 
some attempt to answer it, by that wretched, con- 
ceited, unfair scribbler, Morgan ^. No roan m 
his wits, I suppose, can have undertaken to an- 
swer "Mr. West, which can scarcely be done, 
without avowing the absurdity that no histiH*iail 
evidence whatever has a claim to belief. One 
has a very high additional pleasiH'e in i^^ding 
^ this noble performance, from the character which 

• Probably Dr. Morgan, auihor of " The Moral Philo* 
■ ** sopher/' is the person here meant. Soe an account of his 

writings in Lelands " View ot the Deistical Writers;'* but 
/lio mention is made in that excellent work, of any answci: 

•>y Morgan to Bishop Sherlock's ** TriaJ ctf the Wthes$es/' 
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yoii^ aad indeed all who knew him, give of the 
author, whose life carried to so high a perfection, 
the virtues of that religion, which his pen so ad- 
mirably defended. AVhat an influence might the 
talents, and the example of such a preceptor have 
had on the head and heart of the pupil that was 
proposed for him, if this nation had been worthy 
of such a blessing ! 

If Stillingfleet had been ever so well skilled in 
the Celtic mythology, I think it could not well 
have entered into his plan ; as 1 believe the ene- 
mies of revelation never raise any forces against 
it from thence, i believe I asked you some time 
^o, why I could not read Hooker's Ecclesiastical 
Polity, which I really wish to do, as it is so ge- 
nerally quoted and admired, and I suppose de- 
serves to be so ; but the sense, which, when one 
t»n get at it, I believe to be extremely good, is 
90 entangled and embarrassed by an unnecessary 
multitude of words, that I have not patience to 
go through it. 

I have just finished Herodotus and Thucydides, 
and am carrying on the series of the History of 
Xenophon, and contemplating the last setting 
glories of the Athenian State. Indeed it always 
appears wonderful to me that it could have sub- 
i^isted so long, where there seemed to be no re- 
gular system of government ; but all was hurried 

on 
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en by the msh impluse of a giddy poputece, >vl>ich 
irreparably gave decisions in one day, for which 
they were often ready to bang themselves tho 
next; and yet were never warned against the 
Mirae fatal precipitation on any future occasion. 
Plato and Xenophon must have been deeply im- 
prest by a sense of the miseries flowing from this 
wild democracy, to lead them to such a strange 
admiration of the Spartan government, which 
tboy seem to have Considered merely in the single 
point 4]^ opposition to the inconveniences of their 
own ; without reflecting that the general system 
was a contradiction to the natural laws of hu- 
manity. 

I am sorry to hear so poor an account of MrS. 
Scott, pray remember me to her. How very 
kind of dear good Lord Lyttelton to leave his 
bouse as it stood for six months to his daughter-in- 
law, that she might not be distrest by a hasty re- 
moval; kind and considerate in every thing, and 
how much is she to be pitied who has lost such a 
friend ! Adieu, my dearest friend, pray be well, 
that my heart may be at rest about you. 

Ypurji, &c. 
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JLETTER CLXVIL 

Deal, December 24, 177$. * 

Iii]>£Bp, my dear friend, it is a very 
condoling postscript to the ^edar^iQn of ym^ 
bavipg Qo gtnU for society, that, you have m^ 
however barred your door. Whenever you tbWk. 
Qf coming to $uch a re^lution, I beg to have a 
q^venient notice of it^ for I caomc^ at pre»w$ 
guess how long a tirup it aiight require for rae to 
accommodate myself with tolerable decency ig 
^l^h an event. 

I agree with you that a different success iQ ^he 
affairs of Henry and Elizabeth, might have laade 
fome difference, at lea^t for one age, in the teirti* 
monies of historians concerning the Massacre of 
St Bartholomew. Yet even at ti^t very timej, 
the action appeared so very execrably even to 
some of the Papists^ that when orders were is^ed 
from th^t Pandemonium the Court of Charles .IX. 
to continue the same infernal tragedy thmngh 
the lj:^ugdpm;r «on>e of the magistrates of the pro- 
vincial towns would not comply with them. 

Though Coostanza is not to be excused for 
passing ov«r a horrible act of savage vengeance, 
witbf>at any ms»ik of di^iipprobation, yei surely 

ther^. 
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there seems to be a less d^ee of guilt in tl^ 
Sicilian Vespers, than in the Massacre of Parf9« 
The one was an act of cool villan j, in violatiim 
of a solemn treaty, and of the most sacred rights 
of society; the other the wild fury of an exas- 
perated people, provoked and harassed by the 
oppressions of foreign tyranny, rendered stiil 
more hateful as an invasion of the claims of thek' 
murdered prince. A reader of this horrid narra- 
tion, who judged merely on a first view, might 
be apt to wonder that Charles of Anjou should 
have been suffered to escape a calamity in which 
so many less guilty persons were involved. Birt 
it vms his effectual ruin in a less sudden, but 
more painful chastisement. He lived just long 
enough to feel all the shame and vexaticm of dis- 
appointed ambition, and left the world with the 
miserable uncertainty whether his own son miglit 
not suffer the same cruel treatment which he, 
with such a detestable mockery of justice, had 
inflicted on the two unfortunate young men, who 
had been sacrificed to his ambitious views.— 

dear, O dear, why will you set me to talking 
over history, when there is so much danger that 

1 may not stop till you are tired to death of the 
subject. I must, however, at even that risk, add 
a few words more on this subject, just to ask you, 
whether the brutality of the Sicilian character, 

ia 
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in this dreadful transaction^ in which fathers mur- 
dered their own daughters^ because they had 
married Frenchmen, does not bear a strong re- 
semblance ta their ancient stamp^ and remind 
you of their behaviour with regard to the daugh- 
ter of Hiero, so many centuries before*. I 
have not read Constanza's History, though I 
have been lodcing out for it a long while. I know 
where to bOTrow it ; but, by all accounts> it is a 
iisook worth having in one's possession. 

It will not be ih my power to dine with you 
«R Monday, as you so. kindly wish, that being 
<^ very ^y I propose to set out ; and Wednes- 
^y is the soonest I can be in town. 1 hope to 
arrive early enough on that day to wait on you> 
either to dinner or tea, whichever you like best* 
Adieu, my dearest friend, (Jod grant tb^ new 
year may bring you more comfortable health, 
and every other blessing ; this is praying *not 
only for you, but for 

Your truly affectionate. 

J • Aliuding to a» affecting circumstance related by Liyy, 
of the murder of Utraclea, daughter of Hiero the Second, 
King of Syracuse, together with her two daughters, in a 
popular insurrection ; although no fault was alleged against 
then), and they pleaded eloquently for their lives at theattftrs; 
of their Dii Fenates, where they had fied for refuge* 

ij 
VOL. II. R 
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LETTER CLXVni. 

My dearest Friend^ 

t hOH^ to know h6w yon do, but t toMt 
^MdTMstly b^^ yon will writ^ not a iM^ord mott at a 
time to me^ while you are at Tunbri(%e, than mi 
sufficient to assure me you are well. I ean profit 
by your tfeoughts, when I am so happy to be near 
you, and when the communication will do yott 
no harm^ and en attendofU, I i»n content mysetf 
with the wisdom of other times. So pray bestow 
on the people with whom you converse de vinn 
VQtic all the sense of ymir head; while I am ab* 
sent from you, I shall be perfectly weU is^tisfied 
with preserving a share of your heart. 

I hope Tunbridge will give you health and 
spirit sufficient to carry you through all the &• 
tigues and contrefema of your journey to the 
North, with still enough left to rgoice the heart 
of your friends in the winter. I congratulate you 
that yaur quiet continues. I cannot say mine is 
begun ; for by one means or other, X have been 
in a constant hurry ever since I came home. I 
'4u>ped to have kept clear of the strangers who 

visit 
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Yigit the sea in this place ; but last night brought 
me a request from one of my friends to be ac- 
quainted with an acquaintance of her's^ and bon 
gri malgre, it must be ilone ; as I do not think 
it quite a sufficient reason for refusing a thing 
ilierely because it happens tO contradict my in- 
clinationsr In consequence of all this, my old 
friends of Greece and Rome^ for any thing they 
have yet been to me, might as well have been 
delivered up to the secular arm of Dr. Bryant. 
Miss Yardley comes to us on Wednesday ; I hope 
•he will help to raise my father's spirits, which 
are very low indeed j but I fear she will hardly 
stay long enough* My compliments to Lady 
Sophia Egerton; I am sorry you can give no 
better ai^ount of h^ health ; but, indeed, I fear 
it is a very hopeless case. 

The company at the fete charnpBtre *, were 
exceedingly amused by their entertainment, 
which was very fine. But there was a strange 
kind df exhibition, in compliment to Lady B— -^ 
H-- — ', which I find was thought abrard and 
indelicate; so poor Lord Stanley, with all bis 
cost and trouble, has proved, like nmny others^ 

^ Given on the occasion of the marriage of Lord Stanley, 
now Earl of Derby^ to Lady Elisabetk Hamilton, at tba 
Oakty Surrey. 

m « '' dede^ 
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*' dedecorum pretiosus empto'r," I hear, how- 
ever, that he denies having any share himself m 
the contrivance of the druid and the epithalamium. 
Did you hear that old Lord Derby has lived long, 
enough out of the world, to compute the charge 
of this same fete champetre at fifty or sixty 
pounds? One would think the poor man must 
have shut himself up in some hole, absolutely 
out of the reach of all human commerce. 

I honor your condescension in submitting to a 
pillion, which for some hours in the day degrades 
you from a fine lady, to the appearance of a mere 
reputable gentlewoman. I will deliver your 
message to Dr. and Mrs. Pennington, when they 
return from Oxford, where they are gone to fetch 
their son for the vacation. I thank God, he ha^ 
an exceeding good character from his tutor; and 
it is a comfortable symptom, he is always glad to 
come home, where he is kept as close to his 
studies by his father, as if he was at College. 
The tutor dofes not very well like his being so 
little there, as he thinks it implies a distrust of 
the moral discipline of the University, and in- 
deed I am very sorry to say, there is by far too 
great a foundation for such a suspicion*; and 

" ;, -^ 

* The great improvement which has, within^lifc^'^ew 
years, taken place at Oxford, both with respect to moral 

disciplin ^ 
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the Poctor is very right to have his son ^nder his 
own eye, as much as possible. 

I agree with you in wishing the rumour which 
you heard at Hayes, may prove true. But what 
a marvellous point, so far as I am able to compre- 
hend it, is the ministry driving at, mih regard to 
Quebec, by endeavouring to introduce a French 
government into any part of the British empire ! 

What a scandalous insult, even upon common 
decency, is it for a person of such a profession, 
and in such a situation in that profession, to send 
such a lesson to his son ! Do pray, my dear 
friend, as soon as possible, set about your com- 
ment on that profligate work*. Consider of 
what very important service your talents may be 
to the cause of religion and virtue, and consider 
the right which He to whom you owe those 
talents, has to such a service. I think you cafi-^ 

discipline, and the examination for degrees, is such as must 
give delight to every one who is attached to his AlmaMatery 
or who, being unconnected with that celebrated University, 
feels an interest in the learning, religion, and virtue of the 
rising generation. 

♦ Lord Chesterfield's Letters were published iu this year, 
and seem to be the work alluded to ; yet the word profesmtk 
is baldly applicable to Lord Chesterfield's situation. It is 
much to b« lamented, that Mrs. Montagu wanted either time 
or inclination to apply her wit and genius to counteract the 
ini;»chicf which tht^se voli^ines hare done. 

not 
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net have a fairer opportunity of conteying in-* 
struction to the worlds than by exposing the 
execrable and wretched doctrines of this vile 
anti-moral composition to the infamy and con* 
tempt which it so highly deserves. Pray think 
very seriously on this subject, and whenever your 
health will allow it, set about counteracting the 
poison. Do not suffer idle heads or cormpt 
hearts to avail themselves of any specious ex* 
pressions, but prove, as you most easily may, 
that all that sing-song about virtue, and truths 
and probity, is '^ vox ef preeterea nihilj' and 
that virtue, and truth, and probity, are impracti- 
cable things on such principles. 

I have almost finished settling my goods and 
chattels ; and this evening I am going to make 
tea for a party of fifteen, which, as I am tired, 
I would rather not have had ; but they will play 
quadrille, and amuse my father, and that will 
amply pay for ^11 the fi^tigue. Adieu, ever 
yours. 
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LETTER CLXIX 

Deal, June 28, 1774.. 

You are certainly in the rights my dear 
friend, that no prince but the Prince of Dark- 
mm, wilt be ft gainer by the wars with which 
the monarcbs of the earth alarm and ravage a 
world in which the Divine goodness has pro^ 
tided enough for all, if each would be contented 
with a brother's share. I am as angry with their^ 
most Mahometan, and schismatic majesties, as 
yon can be ; nw should I much fear them, if we 
were clear of all American schemes. Though 
our offences are very great^ we are still a nation 
where the oracles of Divine truths are permitted 
to speak for themselves without restriction ; where 
the courts of justice are uncorrupted, and the 
ttnint^Tupted course of equal laws, affords the 
same protection to the peer and the cottager. 
An adherence, amidst all our vices and follies, to 
these fundamental principles of national virtue 
and happiness, is, I trust, a proof that we are 
not a totally profligate and abandoned people; 
and though there is much too great a mixture of 
wicliedness among the mdividuals of government, 

our 
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our public fkith is, I trust, much purer than that 
of our enemies, and we are, in this respect^ 
more " sinned against, than sinning/* At afl 
events, the recollection of the many deliverances 
which this nation has experienced, when power- 
ful fleets and armies, and rebellions and invasions 
threatened to swallow us up, may, without pre- 
sumption, give all who confide in the same gra^ 
eious Power, who has so often saved us, a hope 
that will prevent us sinking into that despondency^ 
which gives up every thing for lost. 

I have read the Poem, ^nd acknowledge the 
justice of many of your criticisms, though I cani' 
not help diflfering from you in some respects, i 
most perfectly agree with you as to the subject, 
which always appeared to rae so foolish, that I 
couid never read any thing about it till th«i 
Poem ; which probably pleased me the better, 
from tlie surprize of finding it treated in a man- 
ner of which 1 thought it incapable. 

Juno, I think, does not appear in an improper 
character. When she tempted Paris with em- 
pire, it was fit she should suggest the means of 
acquiring it; and though she is usually repre- 
sented as fighting only witli her (ongue, I believe 
you will find her clawing very notably in some 
classical authors. The Doctor has made the 
same contradiction in the description of Qblivioti, 
1 as 
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asrl mentioned to you about Indolence in anoiher 
piece-^and yet it is not quite the same kind. 
Oblivion does not beckon the whirlwinds of de^' 
yastation^ but they beckon Oblivion, which if 
the consequence of their destruction. 

I am utterly at a loss how to determine about 
the fate of this Poem; but as you think there 
are so many objections to it^ I shocdd rather bei 
of opinion that it would be better omitted, rather 
than hazard the author's reputation in a doubtful 
piece, when tliere are so many othets that must 
establish hi$s fame as one of the best poets hi our 
language. I think the edition you sent me ia 
something different from mine ; at least as fact as 
I recollect, the last stanza, though of the same 
sense, was exprest with more spirit Have you 
seen Mrs. Thicknesse's book ? I have just looked 
into it, enough to see your name not among Mr, 
Johnson 'is nine muses, but in a very private party, 
consisting of Mrs. Burbault and your humble 
servant. 

Do you know Lady L. Fitzpatrick? I hear 
she is extremely well spoken of, in every point 

of view ; so I hope Lord S will be made 

ample amends for his former disappointment Do 
not, you honor, the noble spirit of the Irish in 
raising forces to defend themselves ? Since the 
above was written, I have had the pleasure of 

receiving 
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nMiraii^ my ctear friend's ktter firom Londda. 
It k ft cfwfbct in this waraminer-Hke weather^ 
tiiftt a cdd Qortii-fftst wind wifl render your wh 
scmbliti, for to a^emUias you will go, less dan- 
gerous to your beakh. Our dear Sylph will be 
the better fw your airiTal> ia aiaay wa^s, and 
particularly I bope you wiU belp to cur? her 
detpaiideiiciei. She ii^ you know^ bewitched 
1^ the OppoakkKi, which has Hs reaaous for 
paiatii^ things ki the bteicfcest cdourings. 

I hare read only the kitroduGtioa to Mr. 
M*w^«*^*8 Poem^ which is vary touching. I pro* 
weded te fwlker> fior dkfaK^tic verse I cannot 
itad. libber the po«try confounds and perplexea 
Ae ksaan^ or the Jesson pro«fiea the poetry. 
Always exceptmg Heaiod and Virgtf. Adiei^ 
my dearfiriead; my heart is aver sincerely yoaM^ 



LETTEE CLXX 

Dea^ Jul^ 11, 1774. 

Yaim aetount^ my ien firiend^ of tl^ 
fieaiaaeadKieatin youv hnlik, nmde me verjF 
hmp^^ therefore I h^ yesi mean to continue k. 
Taur Asseripiisfi oT poor -.^-^ i^tees but toa 

well 
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itnli widi the account I had heurd of him bdfora. 
It 18 to be hoped the lady will neve/ awake from 
her dream of lore. Poor bouI^ her heart wanted 
an object; and it is one of the evils of retired 
life, that it supplies very small power of choice. 
Had she lived in the worlds she would have 
judged by comparison very different from any 
that she had an oppoilunity of forming in her 
situation; in which probably the person who 
makes so insignificant a figure on the gDeat 
theatre of society^ might appear with much dig- 
fiity^ and as a being of siiperk>r order. The 
misfortune is^ ^at instead of looking withmt^ 
ahe did not take the standard from her ow9 
mind; and in that case^ she wouU have beei^ 
secure of any danger of precipitation in her 
choice. But I do not Kke your picture of Mc 

D 's rectangular elbows and lengthened vi- 

sageu I hope they do not indicate any faults in 
the moral character and temper of this young 
man. This would indeed be a foundation of real 
misery. I am very ^ad you think her sorrow^ 
symptoms are not of much import. All may be 
very well. " Mmo mn auo sensu miser B$t ;*' 
and it is no matter what ot^ction ^e may have 
to a pigmy^ if the lady has none. . The restraint 
of duty, and the force of prepossession, will, it 
is to be heped, prevent her ever discoverti^ the 

want 
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want of agrentens and graces ; but heT very 
virtue must make her suffer the more severely, if 
she finds she has formed a cpnnectioji with an 
iinworthy character. 

Was Mrs. Boone arrived at Tuttbridge, or 
was she dead and buried in die service of the 
society, before she could escape from town. I 
congratulate you on having seen Lady Nunehan^ 
'W^ho has so lately seen our dear Sylph, and 
brought so good an account both of her and our 
dear Mrs. Hancock. However weary you may 
grow of dullness and pertness, ill health is a 
much more wearisome thing, so swdlow them 
down as philosophically as you would a dose of 
bark or rhubarb, or any other little evil, :Whicl> 
is necessary to the pr6duction of a greater good ; 
and stay quietly where you ar^> till it is thought 
right that you should move. 

You Imve seen by the papers, no doubt^ the 
fate of the diving adventurer at Plymouth ; but 
I think they do not mention the strange obstinaqy 
of the poor wretched man, who could not be 
prevailed upon by persuasion (in which Mr. Blak^ 
joined) to suffer the vessel first to make the ex- 
periment without him ; nor would he take any 
precaution against the accident of its beating 
against the rocks. So he was in a gr^t measure, 
fela de $^, yet one would think the people who 

pro- 
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promoted and encouraged this idle scheme, cotddi 
not feel themselves yery much at ease. 

Have you heard what an escape Capt. Field- 
ing has had from a dreadful danger ? He wasi 
sailing out on a cruize, and on saluting the Admi- 
ral, some gunpowder blew up, and set the ship 
on fire. As it happened in the hinder part of 
the ship, providentially the flame was soon ex- 
tinguished. None of the officers were hurt ; but 
the poor marines suffered the most, four were 
killed and Uiirty-six wounded, but some of them, 
thank God, not very dangerously. The ship is 
^o much damaged, as to be unfit to proceed on 
her cruize, and Capt. Fielding is returned to 
to Plymouth. On Saturday morning, there was 
a report in Deal, that the Kent was blown up ; 
but my friends were so good to conceal it from 
me the whole day, and I was so lucky as not to 
hear it accidentally till about ten minutes before 
I received a letter from Mrs. Fielding, who 
kindly wrote to let me know that Mr. Fielding 
was safe. Most happily for her, he brought her 
himself the first news of the accident. Adieu, 
my dear friend. 
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Jyguit^f ITH4 
My dear Friend, 

Mat good healthy good spkitM^ and good 
weaUMen fi^ you a perfect enjoyment of your 
nUrement at Sandleford. It is lucky (bat there 
ia tio parUcalar call for your going into Nortbum* 
berlatid, as tfaefe seems so little probability of 
yodr getting diere. Indeed if Mn Montagu 
perteterea m his rescAution of going with you^ 
you are much in the right to find means to de^ 
dine it. I am not indeed absolutely of the 
opinion of my friend John Osgood^ unless Mr. 
Montagu is worse than when I Wft London ; but 
the apprehension of what might happen^ in what 
must be Owned a doubtful case^ would keep your 
mind in peip^usd agitation and alarm. 

Oft looking oret the M(HithIy Review for July, 
I law au adrertisement of a Poem by a Mr* 
Potter. The specimen giyen was a translation 
of a Chorus in the Troades of Eiuripides ; and 
it seems this gentleman proposes to translate all 
his plays. If the whole work is executed in a 
manner equal to the little piece he has published, 
it will be a noble acquisition to our language ; 
% for 
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fbr^ as far as I can judge from tk\» specimeti^ 
ke seems to be strongly possessed of the spirit oC 
Grecian poetry ♦• I wish yoti would get either 
the Review or the Poems, atid tcU me what yott 
think of this piece. 

Your two firanks, like Dr. Monsey's bank* 
bills^ may have been in the fire or in die water^ 
or any where else, except m their proper pkce^ 
the cover of your letter,, fcnr very certain it ii 
they were not there. 1 have often heard ittort 
violent thunder tlmn last ai^t ; bilt scarcely evef 
iaw such li^itaing. IV) tAmoet ^very lu>rispn« 
tai opening df the sky, before it closedy tbem 
succeeded a stream of liquid fire in different 
directions, and which broke like the eitplosioa of 
a rocket, and was exUremdly betautiful. 

What a pity that a genius decorated with ao 
many graces as you describe, should be sunk iiit# 
obscurity, and too prc^bly checked and stifle^ 
by the necessary cares, whieh become a duty 
under narrow cirmumtanc^. Birt one k very 
apt to reasoa abmr Ay firom &xmg the sttudftid 

* Mri, Carter's opinion, on a tubjcct of which A^ mm 
p^ttliarty qualified to judge, has been coitdrmcd by the 
event. Mr. Potter'a Translation of the three Greek Trage- 
dians gained him great reputation, and it is to be hoped some 
profit ; at least he acquired by It the patromfge of Loc4 
Chancellor Thurlow^ unsolicited bvt weU-deterv«d* 

of 
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^j^^om^i^^ %hH no oap jiuiQitfi^ ccfati|«©q(|HHi 
^^%c-^M will form, the hiip|]^nt^fejrf Wijrtb^. 
jr)|[^f^(ai^ some deter fiuaed ispetfj^^ pietrsme 
4^4; pain. 1/vhich are pretty e<|ii^l3f tfelt by/ Ahe 
gpi^e^i tiens^ x^ n^nkind; but tim nundier «f 
tk&9^Wl^^h:9^ni w^t constitutes the ^ajppkiel^ 
of each indiyidual, with regard to thf^^dtuaiiali 
qif;##igi^'infiWi wrW, ie m^ mj^ oimtixxlne- 
^te iil#e cf^iMsa^twee^ -oftei^n^ropi^Wfptiiilp 

^^^itiitf eKf^»^ fc9y^ife^efJhgotdwedtol)e;^Ge(t 
Iff^^fl^ ^01^ Im^ :W^ -yw; ^tf4o;jwhoiir^ad4 
<|toB'j^hafr ocGa«o% em:! tiadelted tftn^^ 
|t9QQiv? , We haii^iiQ^^iiartiiiig^pqp^ft iwrei 3»ai 
mx »iterly'%norsmt wfeetiiw wrjo^^^^elebrnted w 
ti5i55e.:t>rr prose. ^ .Tbfc^mthori taji- jll^a^^^| 
praise, Brid we sfaatt i«^ imieb'of ;otrjo^biH^ 
byfliie)p4«6n^tnni of the Parliao^|iaii. : > : li^;; * 

?Mr».GhaJi4 has just left :DeaL, JSbereseaBit 
taiie « mist perfect iEtgi^eQ[|f^Mi>^^ee&^^;^ 
ilisa^Rttvensbaw, tvdhot exprbairs tim^aighjBut^B^t 
tb&otidnjb her situatkni ; andiiKkisd:} MisvMt 
terbefaar comfortable as ^y ski^HioB iiiiihq^Mi 
ismlht. vThere is a geaijen^ity iaiMrs^Cbdk^ 
dlfipOMtioit, tl^t will never sQflfer.ttex|ifii3S(Hii;t0^ 
>i%ntti^^tfit4hfitks proper tOvhitrust' bear JohiidfeD^^ 
t^Hel-any oi the weigfkt of dependancc; for if 
^-^ she 

5 
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'the 4id; how cottld she exp^t het diiUlren (for 
children are much more quick-sighted than people 
suppose) to look up to her with that respect 
without which all her instructions can be <tf no 
avail Miss RavenshaWi on the other hand^ is 
very obliging and attentive^ and would willingly 
do many little things in the family^ more Uian 
Mrs. Chalie: wishes^ for she is very deli(5ate'on 
thissul^ect. 

I have just been reading Ferjoo's works ^ 
pray read them^ if you can get them^ but in the 
mean time^ I must send you a litde transcript of 
the character which he gives the English philoso* 
phers^ with which my national vanity is gready 
charmed. I believe there are many Spanish 
writers whom you will read with esteem, as w^ 
as mtkk compassion^ in sedng how their natural 
good sense is shackled and fettered in a perplexed 
circumlocutory way of expression, which I believe 
much more frequently arises from necessity than 
choice. /The qimntity of Mse wit in every na« 
tion, is perhaps exactly proportioned to the mea^ 
sure of slavery ; and I think one may trace this 
difference in the writings of the French> Italian^ 
wd Spanish authors. As I am speaking of the. 
^paniards^ I fed a great inclination tp enclose 
you a description of the Tower of Toledo, whkh; 
interested me very much. Adieu> my dear friend. 
t«.ii. S The 
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ff^^ folliDw^^ftg deseriptioii of the tmet ^ 
!TiMf>, >s taken from a History of the Conqiicrt 
0f Spain by the Moors. The author pfofestei 
to have received it from an archbishop Mrfao at- 
tended Don Rodrigo at the qpening it^ which 
Happened about the year 713. 

'^ At the distance of a mile from the city of 
Toledo, towards the East^ in the midst of rocks 
iLiid precipices, stood an ancient Tower, of mag- 
nificent structure, though it had suffered by the 
injuries of all-consuming time. Four iatbom 
^beneath it was a cave with a vaulted entrance, 
and a door hollowed in the living rock^ strongly 
lined with iron, and secured by a great number 
of locks. Over this door was a Gk*eek inscrip*' 
tion, written in cyphers, and of a doubtftil 
meaning ; but, according to the opinion of tiie 
teamed, it imported that — -* The king who shall 
" open this cave, and be able to discover the 
*' wonders contained within it, shall at the same 
'' time discover both good and evil/* 

'' Many kings had attempted to penetrate ihe 
ftiystery of this tower, and. had taken every pre- 
caution to obviate any mischief from the adven- 
ture t but on opening the, door, there issued' 
,,firom the dark recesses of the cavern, suclr a 
tbunderi% sound, that the earth appeared to 

sink 
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i^vk l^l^ilealb the feet of tBe ^sisttints;, lo that 
tfk%yot ^m fainted away^ and others k>9t their 
lives/ by the fright. 

' '^' To avoid these fatal consequences^ beihg 
p^suaded that the cave was strongly enchanted^ 
they again closed the door with additional lodes ; 
concluding, that though it was destined to be 
opened by a king, the time was not yet come. 

^'^ At length, Don Rodrigo, impelled by his iin««* 
happy fate, opened the tower ; and those of hi» 
attendants \Vho were the most courageous> eh-^ 
tered in, though not without some degree of 
fear. After having proceeded a considerable 
way, they fled back in the utmost consternation 
and horror, occasioned by a dreadful vision; 
which they had discovered in the cave. 

'^ The king, enraged at this disappointment^ 
commanded a great number of torched to be 
lighted, with such precautions that the blast 
which issued from the cavern, might not extin- 
guish them. 

'^ Rodrigo himself then entered the cave at the 

' head of his attendants. They walked on witji A 

trembling pace, and by degrees, perceivAf ^ 

Ije'autifui square apartment of noble architecthre, 

atrd^ in the midst of it, a figute of brtltize, df a 

^ fb^midiible «isze. His feet stood on a pedest^'of 

^ th^'^bits high. In his bands lie ti^ltd 14 fculb, 

- s 2 wi^ 
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with If hich he fiercely beat th« grotind^ anfl iT 
was from the percussion of the air by these viCh 
lent strokes, that the terrifying sound arose* 

^' The king, in the utmost astonishment and 
fjright, began to conjure this fearful apparitions^ 
promising that he would leaye the cave without 
doing the least injury, provided he might be in* 
dulged with a sight of whatever was contained^ 
within it The statue then ceased to repeat his 
sttokes^ and the king and his attendants, having 
a.little recovered their courage, walked over tfie. 
Upartment. 

'^ Upon part of the wall, on the left hand of the 
statue, they found inscribed—^' Unhappy kiug t^ 
'f It is to thy misfortune that thou hast entered^ 
"^ here.*' Turning to the rights they read— ^ 
*' Thou shalt be dispossessed by foreign nations, 
*^ and thy people severely chastised/' On the 
back of the statue was inscribed—*' 1 call for the 
*' Arabians." And on his breast — '' I do my 
'' office/' 

. ''At the entrance of the room, on the top was 
around ball, from whence issued a prodigious 



turnea 
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torned thenr l>ackd^ when the statue repeated hk 
accustomed strokes. 
^ '' Having resolved on 
gard to what they had seei 
4nd closed up the door ol 
quantity of earth, that i\ 
ibe world, no memorial ( 
fti^y, to which they had be 
^' Amidst the deep silc 
itjght, near the spot which 
heard loud voices, and shot 
a Imttla. 1^\\^ country al 
with a ti^mendons noise^ t 
s^vallowed up by the earth, 
rifled spectators of the cav 
|o them like a frightful dream/ 



JUETTER CLXXIL 

Deal, August 20, 177:4.^ 

JjOng may you^ roy dear friend, Con- 
tinue to e that vivid spirit and health. Which 
gives the ^t colouring to every flower itbat 19 
9cattej^d ^ the wplks of life; with niatiy a 

yosii 
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♦dsilatld tn}Trtle has heaven adafrted yonif piisth\ 
and long' may they flourish in the fairest sun- 
shine. 

I hope you will continue to think it too latb fot 
your northern expedition this season, ej^pecially 
tbwai'ds the end of an unfavourable summer: 
We have had a great deal of blustering weathet 
here, and yesterday afternoon we had a great 
rtorm, and a most nobhe preparation for it. I 
scarce ever saw the " dread magnificence of 
hedven,'' appear in a Tnofe a^^vfal form. Th^ 
western horizon was involved in the dfeefiesl 
gl6om, thVorugh which the lightning yibratecl in 
a iftanner most singularly heautiftil.' Th€ great 
Expanse of darkness was rendered the tnorfei 
solemn, by a range of pale cloudy pf a remark- 
able colour and form by which it was bounded 
towards the East. The natural expectation from 
(he appearance of the sky, was thunder; but it 
ended in a most outrageous wind^ which continu6ti 
about teh minutes, and then sunk intq a sober 
rain, 

I can easily conceive the pleasure yo^ must 

have felt in so agreeable a view of that " otiurn 

^fum dignitate/' ivhich yon enjoyed in your tisit 

'ife^h- J. A; ' A timely retreat/ after a pi^c^fef 

portion of life had been dedicated to the duties 

of 
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4^ {i{ibli|S activity^ is much more nable and grocer 
fuL.than. the bcing^ driven into depose by tiie in^? 
^rapacities and weakness of old age. 

I am glad to hear Mr. Han way* is in better 
bcjalth^ he is, 1 6rmly beliere, a very worthy wdl^ 
iBtentiooed man^ aiul of great use in society. It 
i^ irejry bappy that d[e terns en terns, there will 
^ways arise certain moral clmracters of y^ry 
^ood hearts and very odd heads^ of exceeding 
l^Enefitirt a world too much disordered to be set 
sight hy . the iregul^ propess pf sobpr systema- 
tical si|tii€i^ ' 

,. J. 4o J>ity tbp want of leisure of which you 
^mp)ain> which I know me is apt to feiel very 
im|l^tieotiy. Yet a long eiperience has taught 
ihp,- that it is very possible to have mwe of that 
leisure^ so emphatically desired, than one has a 
capacity of employing; and that many bo^^s of 
uninternipted time must be suffered to steal away, 
and leave scarcely any trace behind them^ es^ept 
|he ve3Mitiou9 refleclioii that they have been so 
little improved* Yet^ after all^ this is a foolish 
Tftgret, ai^d proceeds from a wron^ principle. It 

: f Jcffias Hanway^ whose ^on^tfl^nt end^vpo^ iQ^^ fcM> 
^.§Djd tQ,be of use to tb^ worlds seem to n^erit a Jfss .qualififid 
coromen^atioi) than is iiere bcstwwed jyj^oq hiro^ 

ia 
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-in by cmr own faulty if buQum impxtnrantat^ie^'c^^ 
ttfinds stilL The languors of illness are aM|f^Kb' 
the subject of life^ as the vigoroiis spirits «p& 
health ; and the powers that are insnffipient fov 
active exer^on of understanding and of high* 
attainments i^re equal to the duty of uftrepining^ 
submission to the disappointment of &vofite aims^ 
and of th^kfiileiyoyment of e^ery pennktitd^ 
good. ^ ! 

No^ it ia impossible that it could be from* 
serious conviction, it mus$ have, beeft mbrdy>ar 
transient thought^ or a desire to see hoiv» I coiUM 
brook such an idea» when youcif>eak^ amiibi^ 
lation as '' preferable to staying alwayB in mishai) 
world a« ^lis V JMf, with all its porti^^of toife 

an4 

* In Dr. ^ohnion'« ppii^io^ mece foc^te^i^e v«$ bMss; aiid. 
yet bis lile wati sufficiently eonbittered by bad health, the 
constant struggles of a religious mind against the infirmities 
of temper, and during a considerable (Mirt of it by poterty. 
The Editor would not repent of having en^ged in this publt* 
cation, if i^ wereiipedeeiped by no other good but this passage*. 
9pd the precediog paragi^aph, ^om^er^s ppii^ion, as he puts^ 
it into the mouth of Achilles, agrees widi Dr. Jo^^son's. 

"H ftmt^ moeiwn tufiml^i fum&%i ibio'^tn 

Odyss.xi. iS&. 

Rendece4 
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atid^ftfleffigS; fe'^mera diversified wUhsucft a 
irf5Wtirfe'6r'e&sb:,''and e\^en of positive deHglits/ as 
iimstlfettfler ft greafly prefetable to rion-ex&tciVce. 
Wis ^fery prospect to be limited by the grave, 
wliSt inexpressive hbrtdrs must one feel, at We 
iftj&figlit of iqttitting such a system of creatiori, 
asi^^^is tte attention by ev^ry form of variety, 
st^kfe* by etiiry vfonder of magiSiiffcehce/^rii 
charms with every grace and elegance of beauty! 
Htwiterwble to^ddsetme'sieye^ up6fi (Heiloweiy 
earth; oad'YadJifot^ ^tiftl,- to *^^ leave the wiirih |ire-" 
ci^te e$ tfa6/cbedifillcUi^>^ and sink mto a cold; 
dacfe, «terteal ii%htJ ' T^eii to thinfc ist'^hM£ 
ali^ow of iBtoUecftial^^leasifre»; dl^^^^ tfeftcfer- 
|ii»ie$ of aflection; and all the exceflendfe o?^ 



Rendered by Popei with unusual clpseness, 

. :.f 'Mlather I chuse laboriously to bear 
^ A wpight of woes, ^nd breathe the vital air, 

AlAskv^ Xq some poor hitid that toils for bread^ ' 
.Tkaa feign the scepter'd ibonarch of the dead.* ' ' ] 

l>f*. Clarij in l^is note oji thjB |Ka8sage of liomfx^ ^HPUp« 

also Vtrgtrs ., , : 

** r^-^ Quam vellent jethere in alto : • j 

Nunc et pauperiens et duros perferre Jabores V*^ 

But it should be^ jecQllecte4 that |jio«e who:i»ki %ille4 
themselves, are not represent^ by the.p«et:as bei^i^ln the 
Elysian fields, but in « sort of iBt^medic^ steterb^weeii 
punishuv^ a^d Jh«lf0Qei» at tj^e very entrance of Hell. 

I ^jt^ir^'l virtue} 
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frirUjie ! Ff om this dreadful extinctiozit, God ^ 
thaiiked^ we are graciously secured. And as 
mui^b as I have said in profession of my ^lUacU- 
jncDt to this world, I heartily join with you 19 
rejoicing that it is not to last for ever. Yet I 
have but little curiosity concerning any otbejp 
particulars about a better, than those which ^re 
revealed to us. Content and thankful for the 
promise, which He '' who canpot lie'' has made^ 
that all who endeavour to fulfil the coiuUtiofis of 
iiappioess^ shall infallibly be happy i dnd conr 
vinced that He aloae hnows what will majke ips sq. 
The geiib^ral ideas of perfect healthy perfwt se^ 
curity, and perfect virtije^ are sufl&cii^t to support 
the miad in the hoprs of paip and languor^ to 
consoIe.it amidst the anxieties of precarious good, 
and to elevate and encourage it, amidst the humi- 
liations of mortal frailty, vainly strug^ing for au 
entire conquest over those corruptions of a dis- 
orderi^d nature, which cp.n npver be completely 
flubdued; but in that state where alone the 
^ spirits of the just will Ijfe made perfect/' It 115 
very many years since I read Burnet's State of 
the Dead, but I ign going to read ^t agi^ that 1 
may accompany you. I remember fu geifer^l 
that he is a very lively and entertaining write^^., 
You are a much more industrious reitdei? (j^wn 
1 am^ for I hate not got any jSi^Mhar in Mr. 
. - Humc> 
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JHtime^s History than the reign of Johrt. Sii^fcf 
bi I have read, I perfectly subicribe to your judgv 
ntent 6f the author. The order and t^hriUty of 
htodem times, is, indeed, an inestimable blessings, 
jftnd however unwilling Mr. Hume might be to 
allow it, is^ certainly the gift of Christianity. 
Bferbarity was the disgrace of heroism, iiot only 
amongst our rude and violent ancestors, bmt 
fimbngst those tiationf which are so often extolled 
as abounding wi|;h examples of the highest vi|v 
jtues. Modern ^oinpiler$ give us a fine picture 
of the manners of heatlien afitiquity ; buj; their 
own historians are more honest, and fi*om theiq 
one discovers as high instances of barbarity evem 
among the polished and etilight^ened Greeks a» 
tould be practtiied by the most farage partief oC 
scalping Indians. The battles of Maratb^m, 
TKermopyla, and Platea, were great actions^ and 
performed in a noble cause, aqd these are ext^leti 
by aR authors in all age^^ while little menticm 
made of the Peloponesian war^ and innumerably^ 
jbfl^ers, by virlkich the heroes virho so g^Jl^ntlj 
opposed the Persian tyranny, endeavomred to 
tyi^nnke over each other^ and pursued tbek 
i^uarrels through such a series of rapine, trea« 
chery and'bloodshed^ that the re^tion mskes <me 
siibddet^. 
' It l| no wonder M thd i«vftg« matinea of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fiatiohtf professing Christianity, shcmld be so littlf 
aoftetied in those dark ages^ when the Christiau 
religion was so little understpod^ Uiat the endow- 
ment of a monastery was thought a sufl^cicnt 
atonement for the vioktion of all the duties of 
humanity. But ever since the restraints of Po- 
pery have been removed, and the Oospel allowj^ 
to speak for itself, there hg^s been an astonishing, 
alteration for the belter in the general appeai^c^ 
of the Christian world. 

By your account pf Rousseau's bopk^ I fear i^^^ 
is fikely to do much more harm than good, whi^^^ 
seems to me to be the case with all bis writing^ 
llis Eloise is no doubt finely writt^n^ ."but onfi of^ 
the most dangerous and wicked books^ in .rndfrj^; 
respects, that I believe ever was published*^ J^i. 
Emile was very far from plewing ine^ soijii^.l 
thing great and striking there must ^ways be i|| 
Rouisseau ; but with such a mixture of wrqnj£^^ 
{Hrinciplea and felse reasoning, that rendere hlm^/ 
die^ most daiigerous writer t ever read. -Ills a"' 
pity he does not pursue his owa iav9rite jm^^^^^ 
of running wild, and gracing among lhe|tnim . 
whose morals would be jn no dangt^ PvV^WSwi 
relaxed1)y, Ws stc^ries, nor their ^ri^cfj)!^ 
amie^ by his phUosopWcd whims/ A^^^ toy* 
dear friend. Many tiianks for your kih^s(%cbr 
tude dboiit^^m^ fi)|her ; be fe st£fl sv^erin^^^^^^^ 
1»dtvrk]i the true resignatira of a Cbristifui* 
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LETTER CLXXIII 



De&\y September 3y 1774. 

Your letter found me^ my dear friend, 
in the same melancholy situation as when I wrot^ 
Idst. My hopes and fears have alternately pre- 
Yiailed, as my father seemed b' ^^ 

any apparent amendment is < 
that 1 now begip utterly to 
Tery, though I fear his illnes 
as lie h^ no fever, and tal 
nourishment He seldom ,s] 
ddes, it 18 wiihout the least 
understanding or memory, 
tiefti; ihdugh tery desirous 
tidier w6i]^d often come and 
rodni;buV I prevent her as i 
the seeing any one personal!} 
creases^my own distress, and 
my owii "troubles alone, than 
to' {iidsi^ of iny Ifriends. I ar 
thtti^^XJo^, bkter than I c 
tru8)[^'*tfii5rojjhhB mercy. Is! 
tbroiiffh whatever is appointe 
Indeed^ 1 should never thii 
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Ifttkm from the wftUngs ci the SttAei miAet ifmf 
important trouble, though I think them admir- 
abk against little teasing vexations. But though 
they might effectually cure one from fretting at 
the loss of a pipkin, they will extend their influ*' 
ence no farther, except on such hearts as can be 
convinced that friends and pipkins are a kind of 
meuhles of precisely equal value. 

I am glad you coutd find so much amufeenieiit 
m your volaminous study of the life of Petfareb^ 
If X was in spirits, and in a dispopitioa for writ- 
ing, I woisdd combat your assertieH that Petrareh 
was an enthusiast No enthusiast in Jo^e etK^ 
wrote a book full of quibbling conceitK No eo- 
thusiast in friendship ever comforted himself 
under an appearance of neglect from a frieid|> 
by thinking on Pompey and Cornelia ♦• 

It cannot, I think, be supposed, but that k% 
whatever age, or whatever country Home? had 

* Petcacch't faults were t^iosc of the age and country Ja 
%hich be wrote, but bis feelings were his pWD. Yet perbltpt 
he deceived himself, and rather wished to feel, tb^o actually 
su£fefcd. Mrs. Carter's expressions may here remind, th^ 
reader of Dr. Johnson, when he says of Lord l^ttelton, 
that " he solaced his grief (for the loss of his wife) by writ- 
ing a long fo^m to her memory/' And that when a ^ar^aia 
person began to talk to him of Catiline's copspiracyi i)^ 
turned bimself round, and thought of Tom Tbumh. u; 

lived,. 
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iMTftd; it is A& ifianifeni of tkat a^ and rnnuttyi 
vrhitii he woiiki have described^ and his mytho- 
logy has certainly all those disadvantages which 
you mention^ and^ notwithstanding^ all that the 
critics and commentators have s^id to the coa** 
trary^ I think there is no passage in which his 
divititties ever arrive at the sublime. But I said 
something or other about this in a letter I wrote 
you after reading Mr. Hurd^ which I have forgot, 
but I will not run the hazard of repeating k. 
The Celtic superstitions^ and the Druidical cere- 
monies, have certainly contributed much to the 
sublime of modem poetry ; but the highest im- 
provement of it seems to be from the doctrines 
of revelation, which have opened a general view 
nrto the world of spirits, and discovered the 
agency of good and bad angek^. Milton's 
guardian spirit in Comus for instance, is a being 
of v^ich he could never have formed the idea 

♦ It may be presumed that this agency of angels, which 
forms so delightful and consoiiog a link between the two 
worlds, cannot be denied by any person who has studied tHe 
Scriptures ; yet it is by no means clear, that this notion is 
Tiot to h<i drawn from the heathen mythology. The demon 
of Socrates; the nymph of Nuraa; the evil genius of 
Brutus, and perhaps the " Genius^ natak cofnes qui tempenU 
-Mtrrnn^ — nafurct Dais hwnanct* oi Horace, seem to be nearly 
jillied to this system, though this last passage is explained by 
commentators in a different manner* 

from 
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from any system of heathen niythekg]r. I lmTQ[ 
as you bid nie^ been reading this charming poeiA# 
The purity of the morals, the delicacy of the 
sentiments^ the beauty and variety of the images^ 
and the force and propriety of the epithets so 
captivate the attention^ that nothing but an ab« 
solute intention of criticising, could make one see 
the strange absurdities which arise from thecon^ 
fusion of ancient and modern mannei*s. You 
have mentioned some. There are others I think 
still moi^ striking. Evening is compared to " a 
sad votarist in palmer's weeds ;" the hermit and. 
his meads; the cuifew bell, and the frequent 
mention of angels, are all inconsistent with the 
classical system on which his fable is founded. 
Indeed, this confusion is a predominant fault in 
all Milton's writings. In the Lycidas, he intro-^ 
duces Neptune, and presently after the '' p'dot 
of the Galilean Lake/' not to mention several, 
instances of the same kind of impropriety in 
this, and I believe almost every one of his poems. 
We have at present, I think, banished the whole 
rabble of the Greek and Roman divinities from 
our poetry. The muses and graces may be still 
tolerated, as they only denote the powers atid 
ornaments of genius and character. 

I perfectly subscribe to your judgment of the 
Penserpso, and Shakespear's ideal beings. As I 

never 
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i^er read Chaucer, I know nothing more o( 
'' Cornbuscan bold/' thsyi by his dim grandeur in 
Milton/ Canace, the Ring, and the Wondrous 
Horse of Brass, always bring to my mind the 
ampus story of Gyges, as it is related in Plato*s 
Republic, and from him by Cicero, in the third 
book of his Offices. If you do not recollect the 
•tory, it is worth your reading, . 

1 have read Longinus, because I thought one 
must read Longinus ; but I believe neither with 
the admiration or pleasure that he ought to be 
€ad ; so far am I from being qualified to translate 
him, even if there was no other objection. As 
for Aristotle, I have more than once attempted, 
but never yet could get through him ; his Greek 
is very crabbed; his manner so very dry and 
inelegant, and his criticisms so unentertairiing, 
that if I was a Papist his works would be enjoined 
me for a penance. I could no more judge of the 
beauties of an Author fix)m any of Aristotle's cri- 
ticisms, than I could of the beauty of Helen, 
from hearing a surgeon read a very learned and 
daborate lecture upon her skeleton. Indeed, I 
have generally found this to be the case ; and I 
believe nobody that ever read so many Greek and 
Latia writers ever read so little what others have 
said abput them as I have done. For difficulties 
ki language. I have often been obliged to the 
. . fojk^ n. T commen- 
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commentators^ and for this I owe them great; 
gratitude. 

My kind and amiable companion, of whom 
you desire some history^ is Miss Foote, she is thet 
daughter of a clergyman, who some years ago 
purchased Charlton, near Barham Downs. He 
has been dead about two years. Her mother is a 
very sensible, well bred, and respectable cha- 
racter. She is sister to Sir Horace Mann, tlie 
Envoy at Florence. Miss Foote has been foi* 
two years in bad health, which has much checked 
hier pursuit of improvement; but she has nobly 
compensated the loss of application, by strengths- 
en ing all her powers of thought and reflection to 
a very uncommon degree ; her health is greatly 
mended by our «ea breezes, and I hope she Will ^ 
regain her strength, though that period seems 
still distant. 

Though I never saw the Duchess of L- ■ , 
she was so much connected with Mrs. Vesey and 
Mrs. Crofton, that I could not help feeling quite 
vexed at the article you mention. The report of 
the marriage I believe is certainly not true; I 
wish it was equally certain, that it never will b«* 

so. Mr. O is tutor to the children, but not * 

a clergyman. 1 lately saw a person who gave mi 
an account of the behaviour of Lord B. which 
was leaily shocking. Among other thm^, Tm ^ 
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treated the character of the Duchess with such 
scandalous abuse, that it exasperated even the 
gentle spirit of sweet mild Lady L. C. to such a 
degree, that she told him toutes ses veritis, 
which was indeed a pretty copious subject for 
declamation. 

I grieved for Mrs, Boscawen when I read the 
article in the papers from Spa of Mr, Bosca wen's 
death. The finishing stroke might be sudden^ 
but there had been long warning of its approach. 
I never saw the character of mortal distemper 
more strongly impressed on a countenance than 
on his last winter. I felt sorry when I read the 
account of his, death, as I had often felt compas* 
sion for him during his life, as it appeared to me 
that the general opinion treated him with muoh 
too great severity. But the world too often 
passes sentence on a character merely from its 
effect in social conversation, without any regard 
to the alleviating circumstances from whence- 
many little disagreements may be derived, with- 
out any determined wrong disposition of heart. 
This poor youn^ man, I believe, was hurt by too 
itiiich early indulgence, and the perpetual atten- 
tion from his family, which would too naturally 
impress on his mind too high a sense of his own 
importance, . and conceal from him the restraint^ 
which^ to render bim agre^le in society, ^ 

t!8 weBi 
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ATcll an upon higher consideration, itwouMbe 
necessary for him to lay on his own manners and 
conversation. 1 suppose you know that Mr. cl« 
Lug* is gone abroad with Mrs. Schullenberg, 
who proposes to put herself under the care ci 
Dr. Tissot for an asthma. This will probably 
help to establish Mr. dc Luc's ft-vor at cowt. 
Adieu. 



LETTER CLXXIV. 

Deal, Septmher 22, 1774^ 

I REJOICE with you, my dear friend^ 
that yon are fairly rid of the uncomfortably heur 
tation about a Northumberland expedition^, it 
ilways appeared probable that you would escape 
it, but determination is better than mere proba- 
bility, 

I am glad to hear you are come to an eclmr* 
cissement with Dr. Monsey, what could the maa 
possibly find to put him oat of humour ? But 

' ♦ The well known philosopher and geolpj;ist. He after- 
wards married Miss Cooper, a lady well acquainted botk 
with Mrs. Cart«r and Mri. Montagu. 

he 
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i» Mhtbe '^ unpo$siUe Doctor/' and the popibili* 
tifi% that concern other people are quite unne« 
j^essary tQ a genius like his. I am a gain^^ 
however, by the odd incident^ as it furnished 
you with a subject for some of the most admir- 
able reflections on the wretched influence of 
hwBour that ever were writ, I want your re- 
flections every hour of my life on every other 
subject; but, alas, you are not at hand. How- 
ever, i have common sense enough to keep me 
in good humour, and carry me through the 
routine of the day ; and to enable me to make a 
dish of tea, and keep me from running the 
needle into my fingers when I am at worlc; and 
as nobody here loves me either the better or the 
worse for being either wise or silly, I may subsist' 
wry well without spirit or taste, or sentiment, - 
or a hundred other fine things,. which you reckon ^ 
amongst the necessaries of life, and which I 
4bink you are in all equity engaged to furnish m^ 
ifith whenever lam so happy as to be with you. 

I am provoked at • *8 indiscriminating good 

iMrtiirie, whifeh after all is just as unreasonable, 
«id trf much worse consequence than the Doc- 
^tot's odd whims, in proportion as the influence 
of such a character is stronger apd more exten- 
sive. Indeed, all constitutional qualities, good 
Of bad, are the source of errpr, and of mischief, 
^ .1 »nles« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lailesft vnder t)ie guidance of me undevktinf^ 
principle*^. Do not forget, iadeed, it highly 
ieaports l?oth him aiui you to remember it. For 
yo^ £^k>fte of all those with whom he converses^ 
Of probably ever did converse^ are capable of 
knpreasiAg this ptinciple upon his heart. 

I grieve much for our amiable friend's misfcnr^ 
tujije ; and it is a great happiness that the suffer- 
i»gs of virtue here, are babnced by the divine 
eonsoktion of future prospects, or the best peo- 
ple would often be in a more pitiable situation 
than the worst. The noise and racket of the 
world; has a speedy operation in stifling the sense 
of grief, and often prevents* Us most severe 
attacks, by weakening those ties of affection, 
vrhich the author of our nature originally fixed 
BQ strongly on the heart The succours of reli- 
gion are of a very different kind ; they enable 
tie mind indeed to resign with calmness, and to 
suffier* without complaining, yet at the same time^ 
leave it to the exercise of faith and humility^ by 

^ Tbis sentiment is surely admirable, and perhaps bgf 
also the rare merit of originality. Its trutli at least canaot 
be doubted by any one who believes, that* there is no other 
sure guide of action, but principle derived from the Gospel ; 
no other certain and firxed difference between right and 
J|ut)Dg, but such 86 is nade by the revealed will of Godv 

cheerini^ 
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cTieering it rather with futare hopds, than V.niU 
kig the edge of present feeling. 

I have read the controversy between Hume andl 
Rousseau ; no one acquainted with the strange 
turn of mind which discovers itself throughout 
Rousseau's works, can wonder at any thing' 
which he takes into his head. A man who con- 
verses only with the phantoms of his own imagi- 
nation, will always think and act incomprehen- 
«ibly in the transactions of real life. That he is 
mad, cannot I think be doubted ; happy is it for 
him if great part of that alienation of reason is 
not chargeable to his own account, or at least 
was not originally so. There was on€ thing ap- 
peared to me pretty striking in/ Mr. Hume's 
letter, where mentioning a circumstance which 
serves to render Rousseau utterly contemptible 
and ridiculous, he thinks proper to preface it by 
calling him his friend. Indeed, there is no rea- 
son to suppose, that the accusation itself can be 
very well grounded, that Rousseau represents 
himself more wretched than he is. A bewildered 
understanding, a singular temper, and a spirit 

I ^hich seems impatient of all social restraints, are 
t#o real causes of unhappiness, to leave much 

' ^rouifid for the suspicion of affectation. People 
may give themselves what airs of syperiority and 

-i Indejiendence they please, but evea the wisest 

and 
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tOk.*V^0k of human creatures are tp^^i/mdh mi^ l 
toa defective iu)t to need all the assistances> jwMdi : 
$xi^ from tbe mutnal contributians of sopial life. 
MyjBiher, I grieve jto say, continues; in the 
jame suffering state. My spirits, I thank God, 
are better than J could possibly expejct; and I 
have now got a regular nurse, which allows me 
to leave him, and take some exercise. In one of 
l^y rau^bles I wished muph for ypu, to see a pic- 
ture with which I think yo^ would have beei^ 
much pleased. I wa^ in a very pretty field, 
bounded on one side by a tall hedge row. Two 
of the tr-e/es joined jtheir bojugh^ by an inclination 
which formed a Gothic arch, in the centre ot 
which, in the " Contunza/- appear^ Sandown 
castle, not at such a distan.ce as to be indistinct^, 
nor near enpugh to cro^d upon the eye^ a^d fill 
the arch. It was, taken with all its accompani-; 
inentg, gne of the niost pleasing regular picturpi| 
I ever saw. : 

i had a letter lately from our dear Sylph, wb<? 
Jt^lks with spm? degree of certainty of (^piping tQ 
England in October. You w;ll think J hav4^ 
taken a political antipathy to Lord Mahpn, >vl|ea 
I t^ll yon I an> scandalised jjit his W — 7— .'siadyeieT 
tisemept. I havQ nothing to object to his pppo- 
^tton to measures, which I l^elieve m^y h^vft 
l^eieiii ye;?y Wf^)ng, bpt h? seem?, ejccept in ODft 
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SniiadkiBital eiprar$loti/ tota% toiia3r6 annihiktUNt?? 
thbl&mg^, as a part of the Confititirtioii, > Doel^ 
he coasider th^ electoms of Westmhist^ m Aa " 
ckiioens <^ Qen^^^. Adieu^ my dear AmniL 
I reji^jp to hear you are so wi^l 



J.ETTER CI^XV- 

You are very kind, my dear friend, ia 
^expressing so much solicitude about me. IVfv* 
father continues in pretty much the same melan-^ 
choly state he was in when I wrote last. He has 
long been very desirous of death ; but expresses 
his resignation to the will of God, whatever time 
be thinks proper to continue him in his present 
•tate. I am very thankful to the Almighty for 
the blessing of his perfect cemposiire, and exem- 
plary patience, which I trust will be granted him, 
to the end. 

^ ■} ought not to gay so much to you on this sub-' 
iect, but it so engages all my attention, that it ii 

;^ f In which T<9puWic, as it then was. Lord Mahon, afttfN 
Urai^ds better known a» Lord Stanhope, had been edoQated. i 

n#t 
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iu9l(€ftdy to w^&dmw my fnind firmn it I now 
amkne mysdtf to taking a KtMe air^ in the small 
eMrt befftn^e the house, for I cannot brings myself 
to take a walk, as my spirits are so hurned, when^ 
I am absent, that it woaM do me more harm in 
that respect^ than the air and exercise would do 
me good. 

The lady you mention is Miss Footers aunt. 
-Her father and uncle married tivo sisters. She 
continues her kind visits, and they do me a great 
deal of good. Miss Footers younger sister is 
married to a Mr. Ross, of Cromartie. Do you 
know him ? It is to be hoped he has a great deal 
of merit to reward her for such a terriUe exile 
from her own family *. 

Gratian in some parts of his writings eharae^ 
terizes the genius of sewral poets, by the instm* 
ments on which he mpposes them to have played. 
He says that Calliope took up a lyre which be- 
longed to Petrai^ch, that it was f^med of the 
purest and whitest ivory^ but so excessive cold;, 
that it chilled her fingers. Are yoo at all ac* 
quainted with Gratian's works } They are a jum- 

* Mr. Ross met with an early and unhappy late ; and his 
widow afterwards married Sir Robert Herries, and resided 
in St. JamesVstreet, where her wteekly parties for conwrsa- 
.tion vere well known, and resy[>ectably attended* 

ble 
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Ub of goa4 ^^> and indifferent; biit^ t^^the 
whcd^^ worth reading *. 

I \fish you well tbrcrngbi wkh the ku&bl&iwk 
of entertsHaing ycmjt country nei^bours. It 
would indeed be yery vextfctiotia^ to be obliged to 
sitcrifiice the hours of improving and di^htfal 
retirement, to the fatigues of dull and uninterest- 
ing conversation^ if a general regard to society 
was not a necessary duty. Many of the forrafs of 
ti^e world are no doubt very blameaWcy and very 
silly ; but those are founded on the fruest g6o<l 
sense, by which 'people of distinguished f^dents 
»e sometimes dragged oat of fteir closets, mid 
from societies ft^rihed by partieular choke^ and 
obliged to keep up that connexion iwth' the gene- 
ral community of their fellow-creatures^ which 
ought not to be entirely given up either to soR- 
tary study> or the intercourse of private friend- 
idiips. If the eminently wise and good were to 
converse only with themselves^ and with each 
Other^ the circle of wisdom and of goodness 
would become much too contracted. In the 
most unentertaining companies, there are often 
l^rsons who, however destitute of shining ac- 
Mmplifthments^ may have many useful plain vir«» 

** Like MartiaFs epigrams :— 

^ Sunl bon$^ tunt quxdftm mediocriai snot mala plura**' 

tues. 
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Ute$, tiMtt entitle thetn to encdnn^MiMit mndr 
esteem; and the ignorant and the dull ht^Vfcat. 
mnch a claim to be instructed and amused by the 
talents of the learned and the agre^ble^ as the 
poor have to be assisted by the money of the 
rich ; and eyen the bad have a claim to every 
opportunity that can property he allowed them, 
of growing better by the conversation of the good. 
To he sure much more might be said on this sub- 
^t^ but I wish you may not have thought long 
ago that I am got into an iipmoderate fit of 
taking. 

I have never reed JVIr. Warton on Spenser, nor 
did I know he had writ on this subject, but I have 
"been always so well pleased with his criticisms on 
^ther authors, that 1 should be glad to see what 
he has written on this. If you think of it, I shall 
be obliged to you if you will be so good to bring 
bis Spenser with you to London for my instruc- 
tion next winter. I am sensible how much below 
tJie dignity both of Spenser and his commentator 
it is, .to. talk in the same breath of a receipt for 
prese^ing oranges ; but while it is in my head, 
I will beg the favor of you to bring me likewise 
tliemetlKHl bow they are to be done in di£ei„ 
which I think you told me you had learnt in thfe 
North, where to be sutq the good people have 
the^b^art of giving fruit a sweetn,i8S6 from sugar, 

as 
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m kcKk hne m&at from the ran. Admt, mj 
4eaf friend. 



LETTER CLXXVI. 

Deal, October %S, VT'L: 

As the account in my last letter will 
have made you kindly solicitous to hear from me 
again, I cannot forbear writing to inform you,' 
that it pleased God to release my father from all 
the sufferings of mortality on Monday night. I 
have an inexpressible loss, but I have great rea- 
son to be thankful to the divine goodness, which 
extended the enjoyment of such a blessing as my 
father's life was to all his family to so long a date. 
He retained his understanding and his senses to 
the last, and left a world which he had for some 
time wished to quit, with such an unruffled calm 
and composure, as I firmly trust was an earnest 
of a blessed change ; he died without a struggle 
or a groan *. 

. * The memory of Dn Carter was revered by. all hk^ fiwaily 
tp ih/n last moment of their lives* They never spotce of hm 
,but with the highest degree of respect and affection, Bfi 
appears to have been a man of strong understanding, deep 
and extensive learning, and of a remarkably upright, phre, 
und blameless character. 

lam 
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1 9in better than I could have expected to be 
after such a conclusion of the anxieties which I 
have suffered for so many weeks, though I thank- 
fully acknowledge that they have beeiiintermixed 
with many comforts. At present I have a sad 
desolate feeling at my heart, and an oppressive 
weight upon my spirits, that I cannot shake off; 
but this I trust will soon be relieved, and be suc- 
ceeded by pleasing and comfortable sentiments of 
gratitude, respect, and affection, to the memory 
of a fistther, to whom I had such uncommon and 
inexiHressible obligations. 

I hope that all the business which is to be done 
in conjunction with the rest of the family, and 
the settling my own establishment, will be finished 
by the usual time of my coming to town. In the 
meanwhile, as soon as the last sad ceremony is 
over, I will walk, and am persuaded I shall be 
the better for air and exercise. Adieu, my dear- 
est friend. 
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LETTER CLXXVIL 

Deal, Nov€mhtr25, 1774. 

It is scarcely to be expecte4> my doMt 
friend^ that either you or I should be tokrdbly' 
well in such weather ; it has^. however, dwit \^ 
severely with you than with me^ for I have b^ea 
very ill for the last fortnight^ and am still $)tlfid-< 
ently uncotnfortable. - I scarcely ever remm n i b et r 
winter to have arrived at such high perfects il^ 
the middle of November. We have Imd fm 
many days a quantity of snow, hail, rain, ^uad 
wind. On Saturday evening there was a most 
furious tempest : it heartily frightened me, aA 
Mrs. Pennington was out, and it rose so suddenly; 
that I did not know but she might be in it. Hip* 
pily, however, she was not set out, having been 
drinking tea with Mrs* Douglas. The violence 
did not last above half an hour, and every thing 
was quiet when •she came home, wondering all 
the way she came, why people had thrown such 
a quantity of bricks and tiles into the street. 
The truth was, thatlny two tranquil sisters bad 
fat quietly by the fire-side ; and of a storm that 
bad shattered chimneys^ and untiled houses, had 

broken 
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hfgkfj^oi the Dowii^ aon^ of tbtir^^vMif ImhI -i 
gis^^^i^m .t^ least iptimaticMi* Jt wW ttf«rj^. i 
hafgp.tiw iMitrc^eous hurricane did not fioatitiiS).; 
till t^etime of high water^ as in.all.pirQbahiUity^ 
^^'^f^^buildiog Yfiilm r^€)i of tb^ 99a iwttid Ivive 
bcM UWW^.Mtay by i|B fury. God s^d W» 
d6tt^- Yfi^ ^ tO:ua : I liope and trifiibflhe 
wwnlHilkihii.ffae. 

4* h«^«m»d :^r. . M.. J^hiAsaiat'fl ^mPMBP^I^ : 
it iMW9^Mg^ii»tf^ ftndrir}m(i4MSjitt)i!f^.hoE(r^iflK 
thiiA«tflp]>M»V«^tM^^^^ <jk^$^oy andrsermis* 
nm^aAmk wwtry reiJ^i^^Ue.,; UoTnieursifmeoi • 
th^j^uiitfHllH^^ aiguine9tii:9g%in9t «aitatkin araf ^ 
rifhi ;J,aKi «<)t aWe to j«J%j^, .not ^eiiigj silfit, . 
ci(nt\y i)f qu^inted with tiie ^uhjieet^ .& onlj^.ap** 
p«ar#:.tp#e, tJifit if the roK^Non ilHBirB.&om ft 
wttft ef I!^eBwteti^a 19 t^ he admitted, na^teiqi ^ 
iiX!W»lid«fi^^fii^t ^^ aie:mha1|fttaDtaofrOQl-46lMdL : 
f^Jft^^ jQQtki^h iittd(er the.9ain!^ f«*edtcaiiipirt.;7 

^2: oii^tiiefoce Hm to /hoYi^^tfaanlMiiu^ii Jir « 
yMlir, U^^dand po^tcy,, Jwt as J';ibeiHre:'Mid,xLf 
h9i^jEimV3&ibefRitQO im)«^jfte taiQKsihnig.xkJiil ^ 
dc^.Rot ym^ my-dear friipid(^.Jfedy»yiH ti fl t [ »t l ft8 |;'^t 
about me, for I really feel very little for myself ^ 
im^fhli contraTY, I find very high reason to Tje ,. 

^'AfMrwferdf'Ae' second Lord Rbkeby, Mri. MohtagliV"' 
eldest brotber. *. --^ > ...:.h>^- »^ ^^^ ^' - ' 
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tiMMtfnt tfiif tifikvetno wo^se p4iilk thah^terr A 
piM it^ w isrit relfefe, and tbdtl am in AtAtnaJAm^i 
hfy ^Midti allMTB me flitft relief/ Indeed ^tre^^a 
progresd in knowledge is the principal purslut, 
and MEibiticm tbe predominant passipn of the 
hear^ it must appear extremely grievoua to be 
redneed to a state in whidi aU the faculties <^ tbe 
under^uding are blunted^ and every 'spring 
of action is relaxed. But unavoidable diilbuM 
is no morliiication except to the temper of 
tamty ; and tbe incapacity of being* important 
and useful in societyj is no misfonime, but ii^ 
the fiedse ertimation of pride. The iitttatioa 
which renders one Unfit for £lctiVe ddtiesj yet 
leaves power and opportunities enough for the 
exercise of the more quiet and silent virtues*; 
and till onefaifii arrived at a proficicaliey in theife**^ 
and dbsi bow mhch does one find still to be 
ctonel-^it w^iild be insolent to eimiplain of n«t 
being appotnrtedto act in a chaikcter wltich w^dd 
revive higher etertians. Itet dl tbia am be 
vety 'litlle edUyin^ to ^oii^ bowevet neceMaryto 
reiikr aw easy and cbe^rfiil^ nnder the "sense af 
' my abicittfti' insignifcaiiee. To make you some 

^a of Coldsmith's d^Iigktful poem, 
1 which th^ poet applies the same 
ofiipression, which Mil. Carter dou 
^ ofeal incapacity. ' - 

' ^ /VSii tx. U ameids. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



"wnmt, rtMtiii lying by : me, and itypft.Jiwfe »u^ 
jmmkhbS^Hi^fl thHdcyoiJki'v^ilUbwfciaiie t<Hf it 

Oimfc, 1 bei c^rmi, oim^ Ic grave e schiette ^ 

i*r6»ifcVct(fstei oihi^ I'Una e I'tfftfa aifd ' 
- ' ' OtmikCS^edlet e IcLaduecilH^' • . - 

Un fietr dolor stru^mf '}\ cupoi e infette 
l»e vie de^ lievi spirti, ond' h^ ogni pacte. 
Senso ^'vigor, gia tutto a parte, a parte 
'. '\lVliS^os4a,*eib'puirtodi finirtniteette, . * 

r -^^tefc fi^Ws*i%cfce9©pepipfe*«^on«Hio 
9 1 * tPj^i^doIpitltUlli, cfi'fdto bia 9i,dispo|tO| 
...... QM^I'^)^^ aq^u^Bta oscUra valli^ ed eaipi^? 

Padre delciel, di qui uguaUnente dono 
Son la vita, e la raorte, o fa ch'io testo— 
-- - *;^fa*il6 : no*l niio volcre,'il tub s'adempia! 

ic i limg to^iioi^ how you beap^tlm fitti^^ of 
^w Northndiberland life. 1 was id hopes yon 
.hm^'haVe «Kfl^ed it i\m yoiuv iwii grkvefli me 
/io fthink ^t^be^t^Ii m4 ^^its y^Uifamr^ limn 

pM^m o£intoiMH^^d«^^ 
i^ tthe^^diMto^ of A tHmL-iDme* Y«tooiieds'iipt^. 

aiier all, the true proof of wisdom is ^oing: tqe 
thirtg whicih dilght to be dotie. Arid though to 
be sure, ffjyou had cho«^ tobwe^taidbehincj, 
you might have iip^eai^ a<iatt«b &fmihdy* ^Md. 
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d much finer genltts^ imd ycm migitt .ld^6 fs£ In 
^6w CifaiiieM mota, waeA yoear Atbmmn^ Mdm; 
an*migiit havem-itten more^' I^lo^uiaidf tb« 
Dead/' .You arecertainly a much mpre^eabon^ 
a^lie bein^^mndimore laudably engaged ioMcom- 
panning Mr Momtaj^uv m afiBisttng* faim m Mli 
\msmGR8j amltbe entertain mfeht of his MdMb 
coitntiry neighbours. I hope, howevier, yowt 
ythole 6toc|c of health-and«pjrite will notbe ex^ 
hau6ted, but that you ^vill have isomeleft ibr yout 
own we, and to gladden tne wiih^by-tbe^time'f 
e^me to London, as I hope to dot^trite athfny usiMi 
time, and (he prospect is a great comfort to mC 
I do likewise enjoy the thoughts of 4he very pretty 
ftf^heme ydu^haTe been so good as to plsui for m^ 
of going with vou to Welwyn, and heartily wSiH 
wemay :find it practicable. But to the season of 
*' fine prospects and the harmony of birds/' there 
id absolutely an age. 

i am very sorry our friend is disappointed ftf 
iter house. 1 am really qjiite impatient to hev 
nhat ishe is flxed in a house io her mind, for il 
think such a kind of quietus must do her ^opd. 
Few people seem io me to have stronger reason 
^o fbriri the wifih of Horace, 



sit modus lusso iJtaris, et vi^ram, 




Sfilitisqhe. 
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. 9be bas literally trarelled sea and land enough 
to tire any reasonable person^ and Uiere is scarcely 
my metaphorical war&re^ I suppose^ more per^ 
fodly harassing than that of a court life. 

The Highland poetry is extremely fine. I havci 
beard it disputed whether it is genuine^ but of 
thisithere do^ nttvappear tame.theleastdoubt.' 
ISbereisjotte atfikiiig proirflof its bekig compoaeA 
ii^liietQKil^esliiinc^ thai there » not^ lfbelie«eui 
tiististft iiMS^hut wbAfi is tal^em.froip. tb^ vsiesii 
•fin(rtiiie,jBndjrtM«se<y ithe ,lj?9«t ajfewon ^hv^ 
lit uor *aeifince r whirfev^r ; an: iim^n ^dcas$)«l9l 
immtale-in jui imposture ofnod^minvQiHioA''^* t 
-rftray Jet me hesar wheft;jou ineftn? t%:dsa;i« 
nmstt tft^m^ fiwr X io^^ feel will plpased^tft 
Ittw^'lioil aioe so fay off. , ,, 

vi\v;..: J : . gfQgy/Qfprs^^:* 

&>.*.'* /'vT >vv , - - V . .','? f/ji s < "t ;- *» 

4 •^Th^, j>oetty here spoken of is Maq^herson's O^iaiu 
Mrau Carter never changed her opinion about its merits, ab- 
Wabteilly considered, but wiis ifof equftHy dc'tii''afterwlirds 
Voocertiing its genuinenesj-i* '€he^II thaughtt^4kttif(^^,^tfatti 
«he grouui-w^rk wss gtn}Hnfs,b\x%jtmc^i»^m^iimfi»^^kki^ 
|^rUs^pplieabx;he;«ditor•, - : ,: >;'t oj ^ir; M/ 
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.LETTER CLXXVIII. _ ,., . ,, , .^ 



, Deal, PeceTw^cr I, 1774. , 

^' good reason to cfimirel' witfaKmie,<|(y«{u^«iiMB 
Ud«&aiAare iitmy inctfpalifHtie^ ;*^i^evier,^tiUl^ 
me mr^Hling, atidl aM takings sbmeiOipi^ tttfai^ 
^(lAg m^ys^F i^eeidy for I:^4km: <'it.4iuto:ilj^ 
hdped that the'airt^DniAiii^ ^litky xifmmr K^Wtaii 
fdVffom morning to ntglfti^t SMday/^i^ittfawf 
^htoUrtW all the damp. Thte p6« ^dkalf^ftgfi* 
tiifngtoiis^ haid a mbst dreadful^ jdiAneyfc^ Sriite« 
day. God be thanked they gt>t stafe ffonrif^^'^il 
tasft^^lmt ddtdmpleatly frightened, that probal:^ 
they may for th^ future he more inclined to tttkt 
the advice of their friends 
not be prevailed on to neglec 
was no doabt a very laudable r 
bave ciottflidered^ that none t 
would be the better for g;oiQg 
could be unreii^oiiable and uncharitable enough 
to expect him at the hazard of his life^ 

Yes^ indeed^ I was struck by the account y^^ 
mention. Such characters as have figured with 
great eclat on the theatre of the worlds pr^ent 

at 
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at Ihvif flocii nAxiy a setemtt tnd <ietp9*tM)t. l^O)^ 
to tffdry attentive ^eetf^r *. Ammg. *<» r*s^ 
nJKn H is eonsidered by what a ctMnpticai^ ;pf 
right and wwitg, €v€tt those wftoie condict is i]p^ 
loast eq9iv»cal, commonly arrive to the bigitest 
fcuminjCfetiDCtiond, it sbouU render the insignifi- 

. I rtii8*l9 iGod,. ijywry thing vtHm ^ bpiwif 
.^<t)tlbfi«diifteatiQ9,. for whioh; wer,g%j\ff^-^ J9» 



. ,• This cjtpression may pe^bap,* r9mind the reader, of a 
fiiic Dassaae in Johnson's Imitation of the Tenth Satire ot 
Juvenal :-*— ^ 

"♦ ^- ** In lift'* Ust »c*Ti^ ifhf^ i^Mi^ ii^m,^^^^ ' 
if. . > rc&»fcbf tfatilfai«fr toMdifottteafe<rf:thri»te k:/c , 

But the p9^8%ft*^^ ?%ly.¥^. !hfj>!?f«tf«^%»^aA« 

.,,^i«iifjfc*ua frcnUies.^ th^ close ofjife^^^k^j^gi^^ 

moraUst.dra^i^ her ajvful lessqn from a review of the conauct 
• i)T ih*^ "i'^g person, wnile in possession oT alrliis powers, and 

'tfe^¥JrSc^WiHifcairtua>o«feft'ctfiuf¥^ti^^ i-^i'? '-^^.i 

vc of 
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itimmifiam^ liilk ifcheerfiihiess/ tiiidi l^^tliir 

M *^Gymtni i^f (he Messings wi&'tlfatch ittai> 

'^ 'ii#^.^ Baribauifg aGquie^eence k ttu ^m^Md 
pn^'idf liergbod i^nsdand ri^htpiriiieqiki^ 4 

ih pe€^te'Wl|i»^b»re made tfudi a Mud^of cteiei; 
HlbyAi mmp^M ^mAut the g^^fym^ mm 
fMoirte vmhi, dd^ aot^eo^^arily^^i^ijiieieiwy 

i^l^fl^dl £l^ 'HoNerii««d are tt^lM&mgrtm 
Sfeg^^di^&cM 1/^^te it i» infefrod lijiii^hedtli w 
^lil^^i'l^r Ladf Clermont is just embatlm| 
'IM^Mo^pefter ia si'i«iMttyiiseraHestate^>f^ltdfe 

^Mtd'^pM^. ^^e account I heard ^^Ikr^^itd 

"quHe aeff^tm^. I suppose you kaWkiStld'ttml 
Mrs.^CksltesMPtirtik has resigned from Ul ^aitdi^ 

- *tttk d ^emibn of 8001. a^year^ and lOefevlfeir 
Hatter l^mberg. I do not hear \lrho is ta jiu;i> 
deed hep. . > 

w Notwithstanding all your wicked wit^ ipiur poQv 
dear Sylph would be ti)o rea% . unhappy, to bo 
whimsical /intfiUch a. situatioR as^^I hope wilt not 

' h^ptft, thwgh there i&, i beKevej frortitther 
fi«countfir than those which are dict«t«*^by'her 
jfeai'i^some l^eason for apprehension, t heci^y 
join with yiiu-in Ibttfting he wo^Jdiie,^ Icjs^to 

society. 
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wokU hftv»* ipmy'Mne, iifht f^riMMat ■twiiitWt 
^:iLCtidn ffjpm Waown miml^ fbr I aiB indKtmt 
to think he is nojt viciaw so much fnpm^ tedini^'f 
Htm, m fr<m the exaiopk of the worU. I£ it was 
a fwliioDftble tbifig for wits and. sd^lfwi, wd Iwd 
MfCttteiMmts^ and other dtstinghiibed pers9Mkges> 
t^ p^.tmeiQ thfAx wives, prf^Uy out f^od 
wMdd not baye found him an unfattiifol bissband, 
'Bie pior DMui^s iH Ye«ra#d6d ftmlife ^(Mtoplajamee 
tis^aw^ilhietew^d. It^htts raiik Ms cl|ar«G|eri 
aM^e'haS^itoHftatpItto^fti Mciftty] 0lttt%is Hn- 
&tStunAn^i UsA )m ma«y g^oed-qiMftjei^ «^'sM 
jaatiy tlaim. If be vlkiwedlh^tl fte^*«nd fMlAft^ 
itf-opeg^tion. • BMdoes nott^s^d<tf^«i^of ^^^ 
luB^ of seeing erttr flear Sylph rii^&]hMl^^«ftM* 
Ikltf^IffeH it hieavily al m^. ' • i^^^ ^ ^ . 

. I kfA glad poor Lady €ltve k^sst^ aifefgl anid 
hilindfnea friend to assist rher in. her distressed^ 
sftttation. ^ It always appeared to me HkiiX Im'wiR ' 
made a tery prudent choice, in^ sacrifidng^*^ 
tfews*ol tm>re splendid distinction; te'-thfe^iUcar' 
oAttfcrt cff stidf a ifisshand. ^ i m-^. 

' ^ i^ish tiie y(ftmg couple* you menlion may ht ' 
hiffpf' fe Hhef r pirbfate capacity^ ; - %ta* what afeir-' ' 
\M'm6n^\mmy and.TepiiUycaiiifim,iaud'f#^ 
aiia|til^rof>ilteftj^g uu<J.|jet«rogerte<^s ppimjjpWf^ 

;S* ' " upion! 
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iftlking in nvpdmjx); ImI ilMlMdrf .Ittmrftwil'fi^^ 
m sensible proof of my being awake. 

Mrs. HQwe and Miss Cooper wrRe me very 
f^sperous acdounfa of our society ♦, which seems 
fflkefy to go on in a. flQurisJbinff w^iy^ There mS, 
f 'bdtere, be some' new regmations, and among 
the wt a prohibition to the tables, not to gite 
hny s^ms erf- money. 'Some of the tnost tespect- 
^^ ^^<iti»imxi9lgttsf^e^ strongly to thh 

^Mr'to'Smie'heT o^iv^mn. V\m VKPt ^h«fr 

fb¥ pbiiO'fti^^ fidly ^setttlsed'^ be«M^ ftnie.4»m- 

ie^iiedr' Fam affaiaim tm traej thBtt^wtf ifiMi 

ifedvinoi^iinpbied^ttn fe these tfesfes^ HSi^W'^^ 

iAsm?^^:''^'''"^' -' ' ■•' ' ^ ' ^^^^ ':''' 

• -^'ife/aceiitfefeffot^ 

tJiWC; stt i)erftfctly'gb6d; that by thfe tSAirel tiMe 

'to tpWtii 1* ISoj^^to' find' the dear Ikflif iioy* Ms 

lieAi ofttti ill the feii^; and the infectfoft^titiUciJ^rtlri 

Uttd^ StiM^eftly indeed are Lord ahd lAdy Dar- 

* jjfo met a^ their own houses, and had separate tables for 
' |Se different iisXiiciii^r i^ike% td-mt\ tMftftl/arffffex. 

'^^■•^"'' ^ trey 
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VmmBw 

Q^ ip; wbaH F«al Mb«iiQ9i €onti4> httmtn vrwdlir 

tei!?0$mg fi^int is d«{>^d^. . Ail wfa0.fcnow Avm 
V(i|lx^€^ that) i( bas p}M«tMl (piad lbc>iEufari|^^ 

9f the loinrerranbi of j^eo^e ia too w^fcwyn^eiU 
but it 18 unhappily equally tiru^ tb^ttbeyx^lCiiW 

ipir a (oitatty lyhew each oyder . of wd^ ^irflmi 
«f(i^ tbM' wkiclv is abow . it. P4i^ap«f tlia Iniir 
AUef: tiatiltt iroiiie Qoate^uenioi^ itt the mid^^ 
daiMa^ttiWLiii. theiWa^ andntmty JMipaya^it 
ODe into more e?i)t than a^ppetite the.ntbfNV 

time to enlarge on the caps^ mA^kiiM^ and ^mf^ 
i«d blOi^.aifid ib« rest of the frippexy^ ai)d 
fwWMg<e*fiw i»i.Mna i^mrt^nt imnU^" 
^, .{ the otbi^rdaymet i;krith an account of the 
Oriental ekx^k^ which was so much admired aom^ 
|f«M8^;0j. aQ4itfapip^av8 to iuetahpi^e hama 
wwk of surprising magnific^oe ,«ad'iiigtn4n^» 
)Eind> what often accompanies hotV qwgniA e < M > » 
j4o4 iii^ettuit)t^ vary &ise taste. It is a pity that 
clhfi artktj wha4ieaii to haire Coarned tbe iptcl^* 
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rooitjt ttll i tb l e i qI aU ^oifir <€Wblity paafimablis^^i^ 
Hill vdi^ioMd Qfy might bme fnmbiMLmprm 
tttrtetf 0f /highly beantilul aBegoriciA r c pf cit ia i ^ ^ 
tkmsy^ tttuch {letter ad^ted- to ^be iatetitiimo£# 
clock marking its^ pmgresa; tfaun ^ett^tngomi 
i{Httiiigvpe«is;' but ivtiether they might have 
been so welt adapted to the genias of a Nabob, 
or a Moguls I cannot tell. 

Qne c^ my firii^nds here desired me to read the 
^<>medy c( the ** Indiscreet Lover,** irhicft I Imye 
read accordmgtyf liave' yoii ^er read it? Tho 
^toral hag evktetitly a yery right tendMcy ; bit 
tiiere i^ so much profligacy ilndli<ieiitioa6Aetft m 
l}i« I^t)$r8;iitttba cif 4Jie vkiw^rab as ren* 

4i»r»itJVery ^eMtve, «td nMri>^ M'd^giMtmg^^i 
'tiie^-Beggar's Opem. --♦ ../... ,.r 

•^'4 hopajtp beao liappy^s to see yoy.i%ief#re ^ 
€^ of this Iii4i«|th. /Fb»«^'€i9cimslKiiAf» X miwl 
l^t way s think on with pl^^iaure^ and mfi^ 1 si^ 
ifi genomi be glad for t^e present ^o^change ^\m 
'^c#iia. This^home is ^ p^tmnt m ^SHc|i;i^toi>rde| 
iM>d^ CjOiiifiiftioii from the aItQmtioi)SvwlMC^ ,wfi 
Ip^i^ome ^either ^neoesaarj or conveAi^nl^i-that J : 
*llfnv pfir^peta^y reminded ^ th^ AH^^i^lpj^ 
^bai^rto^ my ^itttaUon. ^. By 4be' twe^ |^ nit^m 

'I i:^*t. to 
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tMt I ibdl lit dowir for the remade ^*my hid? 
in ithewfiS tranqtiiiltjraiid Omiitft^fees^ rfor.dwr 
^reatUeaiiiag^ I owe to ^'gcidsowFiotiimtMrift 
J ^ jQMa^rstiibite you; most sinoerdy job* tkor selftur 
amitfai of OM wetoane ihhubitsmfii of tiqs^oem^ 

1»Mte8t'temeiabrra«ce-te.thmu- :;• ::\*.'ii{r' itvti 
f^>'- »' .. . r"' -I'.v .. iYotos^^^&cr ? it 

^' ' ' ' . : •> i- t; . .. , '/ yr OZ t'^'^'^d 

__^ ' ■ ;* ^ L /--al -^ S '-0 

"; \ ■ ; r •»!.*' " '-^-''^< 5^;.' .' ' ■ •■' ' :■' ]•'- ;'-iJMO.'^ 



Deal, Mrtvl2, 1775. 



•J" it , 

ti. r ■•-I -. ■•. '.-. - .. i.' - ... ~~T'-'ri-' ~7'."-',''nit 

- I A« ttiighly Willing to belfeV© thW hf 
Aa» tiiii« yott «rer, my doKr Mmdi >'begitttiiti|;:>t^ 
hare some curiosity to know la^t is bas^biriie itf 
fafe. If one <>f fee birds wbidi *tthg- teiif toy 
4«iy> home firoim Canteirbury, would have coft* 
kyied' (my hrtelKgence of me, you should ii4v«5 
bad ft bdWe how J but I could'not contfenlAtitiy 
g<jt wiAitt Teach of the post tffl to-da^. 1 wM 
how ^ive yott aii account of my prbcee^Khg ri\M 
fe6"<hne' "I left you, when; to' say trttth,' I'Wk 
qbi!l0peeii%ih «md capricious; at Kkvhi^ydu Wft& 
(iKne/ «i4ia'«ronkl by their ^i^reci\Ael6i>threietmSA. 
^' « take 
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\ lyyHtfiAteii tt fl n , which jint ttmr I irttk itm- 
mibudble emmgii to wish ter be jongildjretlf^rii 
wltatoier^ fionl be abcmed ^ itftts ^ffiff m 
skm^ ftfilf I trtsiiot satfefied with iiie khitf oSitc^ 
tito yoa have diewn me in a(thQiiKind iiistendes. 
lHn)iigll my iieatt to lie swe ^ sdicienfiy :iqh 
MHmtii^ Tet m pDor4uIl head perpa9ttta% gneoriv 
itAittg towards common senBe^Testramsand j&eepd 
iiiri tcMraUe onler, and I am^ upon the whole^ 
Very consdonaUe and quiet. 
' - 1 had n tolerable trial of my patience in my 
journey to Canterbury. The good men and 
women with whom I was confined, were as un- 
cntertatning as dormice, yei/as they bore the 
^ure of human creatures, and might be, for 
6ught I know, of more use in society than I am ; 
I iSai ;tiot/ think myself at liberty to dhock their 
ideas iof good Eunmeis, by dra«^ing td JiTotif 
^^Ahelaist of . my pocket, which 1 -longed ifor .«& 
much 4he more impati^[itly as I had yeaeived;it 
^om you. I have made .myself xunends, hov^ 
everf, *by reading it since, and haveiread it with 
^eaf delight It may probably be very defcd- 
live fin th6 conduct as ^n Bpic Boera, biut itKe 
^jfiners and sentii»^nts are cbarmii^> ^lid seve- 
ral parts of it extremely affiM^tin^/ IThe-fspecV 
iiens which the ti:;afcn8lator has gilmi ^f ^tte 
tralhor[s\KastorctIs.Qi^kibi6ne lon^..to49ei&hikeirert. 
r' , But 

8 
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mdnkis *^ ^vmad an itq^^\ta(tacittmmi8»(pi«li 
Iwas <>fiei^ an escort irhioh^i^iNgei^ 
t^iimbiiineeti didoMtg^ to fDUowiny.owa iAeiucj|% 
mnd .waHc tourer kUk and d^ AiQ^u^td^in|rQiil Jpf 
9m^^ Tbe taoraiosp wi^ iquit^ ^o^di4otiitf|^ 
«^dl80itieliine6 sat m^ down tp«ei^,«iaali^ 
^imbimiosed l)y itkifet3vattd^ ^uH^iOmci^ 

ijiied.l^ aH the vefduse of spripg, vi^bet^ pos^i^f 
4 qn^t lQQk.a& erm^^iteT^I^ ai poKH? ^^Vfm* f)Md» 
Ing^ when she was gw% iiifadike •it«atioti;0f'tbir 
enormous omission of not failing* flat upon her 
^loue before the august presence of Mrs. - — ^^ 
Indeed for sometime I pleased myself at inters- 
vals^ with forming very magnificent ideas of thfr 
liberty and independance^ in which I pai^t thesr 
solitary hours, without being indebted to any 
human voice, or even to a book for any pajrt of" 
my entertainment. I know not how mai\y fiomr 
pUments I might have ,paid upon this 0(DCitsioiv 
to the self-sufficiency of my own wisdom, if ta 
the Utter subversion of all my pride, I had not 
l)een struck by the wholesome reflection, that th?^ 
solitude in which I so greatly exulted, owed it^ 
principal charm to the uninterrupted opportunity 
it gave me of conversing with the friends frond 
whom I had io lately parted. All the triamphf 
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tf irtiqirtdo<t» vanhlicd mt this c6»yidt«ip^ iii^ 
in coMtx)Miice, i became l¥<md^cillf lets mrag^ 
aaipliflMophicttl; but, as 1 drew near the aui of 
my walk, my thoaghts were Jessu Elevated, and 
ny moUoos more sober ; and still more to Bobet 
^Biem, I ttii£nrtii]i«tely sprained myAiide> wbick 
CoaTinced me that I, wbo^ in the morning; (we 
niglfiaay of Iifir*> bad felt ai if I eaold soar lika 
att.«||^i. ifi-tlie eveMBg; m«st be ^aa^mt tm 
imUiB ba«& liiie 8t tatna g9WK Adiea^^^Tt 
^S^iM^^ 1 bopt C#r a totter t^momftm^m 
{-ld|^ to^ know bow yon'ijb* - 

:^.B#tb iiMidiiU attd {>deU havexilten used Ihikeoui^h^ift 
HqU ftft<^bvHuif tbeme of sinulitjud^ There a^ind^i^ ^' 
reflecting minds that; have not, at some time or o,th,er, qotn-i, 
pared tfie course of human life with the morning and eveft* 
Ing of the dayi and with the seasons of the year : ' 



Pass some few years^ 



Thy flowering spring, thy summer's ardent strength, 
THy sober autumn fading into age; '^ '" . 

And ptfle concluding winter comes at last/ ^ -^ i 
Atidfthut9 the scene.** ' *► ^^I 
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i8, ..";•. •- ■■'r\' : '. •> •■ '. - f-S ;:■■..' J-^r^i.,-:' ?; 



# . Maw tbaiiks to jf^/ n^ dea^ fria^.^. 

fer fqoioi^ my heart bya better account 4i|,|^tur:, 
imJtl^i iam awry ycm ha:v6.ocdiJ5iQtt :4d isttiini'' 
tfi t^ fnfl^f^mg 1^4t §{ U^^,; aM ihitt Jpagb 
to heal' you are set oji^of^^^pit Northl^ 
ciitioh. We have had hardly any rtun here; 
yi^erdaytit thttndered very mudii itideedh on^the 
French coait, and seemed to be apjprosLcMin^ fe^ 
us m a dark sky, most Tbeautifully diversilietf tfiA 
coldurec^ clouds ; but it all ended in a dreaijf bold' 

I am glad to find you deem pleased i^ith Maun- 
drel's 1[*ravels, whicK, in spiie of a bad style, and" 
disagreeable manner, is, I think, k very useful 
And entertaining account To haw rrodwad it 
tompl^idy fejccetteii% 4^6 author shoflld have been^ 
dipable of making such observations upon his 
iul^ec^ as those for which t am obliged to yottt 
letter. I bdieve you are right in thinking it 
m^t be cbmgtrous to trust iMieself mnidst these 

TOL. n. X sacred 
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iacred ruins. Vet I hardly ever read ahy de« 
scription of the scenes * of those awful transactions, 
in which the whole race of mankind^ through 
every period of existence, is so' deeply interested, 
without a wish of being transported thither ; but 
a moihetit's recollection is sufficient to check such 

considered how little 

n the starts of a local 

id the cbnstaht temper 

rf the feospel Thhere 

y more sliockihg, than. 

cing of Jerussdein, hy 

jword in hand, through 

isand of their fellow- 

isetves at the sepulchre 

jp'— If the most strikf-' 

isible objects> was any 

r&al assiiitanc^ to the improvement of true piety, 

many such memorials no doubt would have been 

appointed, by a highei? authority thkn that of Ihe 

: > ^ :ltB^r<per}ui|0 Mihit of £k reftsonfible dK>«bt^.wl)«di^i!th« 
maJL 9C^a^'t>i qur SavicMir's passicm are still :m e^ifttmice* 
Adtr the first destruction of Jeru^lcra, in wbich n^t oicc 
iionc was left upon ahvlJiery and its various itegel ifter it was^ 
vt^btliity ih^e li do proiiability tK&t any gehuide yeiUg^ if 
: ^b^ ** kur4d rblAs'' »liotdti .renmiiu f) II .lecftis '{surpf^lnci 
i^..4i|pi;cl^uf. 4i%Alty sho^)^ 4Vftt. pc^s^nt Uff^fw^v 
.fi/ixmgjii: light, to Saodysp MMndrcl|, jiud otber tritx?)lef.m. . 

Chuirfib 
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i?lwwlr <* Ubifie* B« tt^^ ^o ^ ftti€\¥ <*rhat 
*^ ^iwya^n UtAii/' witheijual Wisdom awi goodnes^^ 
at($ii«tetl the IdOM entouttigi^mefit to that ^bpen- 
S^ of ^r disordered nature, by vWiich we st> 
feagerly sfeiie on every compensation for the dtffi- 
4ttft tdsk of afltricHy. i^Alated life ; tod taiight 
^' to secure our duty and our hdp{i{nefes, ndt 
hy the parade of ostefatatrotts feuperirtitSon, ^Tid thfe 
t^Feak^nd momentitry efifect of local and ext^fitd 
ian<ittty; but ^ that perpetualintlirccmrsfe be^ 
Ntiteft <5ott iand thte soul, WMc!i h ^he onSy hrital 
l^^hei^ of Iriie re%iofi, and interhal lre^>rMai 
tiwir ^ '• - ' ^ ^ : ■ •' --: ' "■■;> 

f !atn afrdid 146 mt\M Bajaz)^^ so well^as y<M 
tfdhld'hkvft me, but 1 hope yt)ti iHIl Bfe ta8hlM 
til ttortsideratioii bf my being as ^ell Jpleased iai ft. 
Ffehich tra^dy can please me ; with Mithtidktfe, 
ttte'cftarafcter* of M<)iiime is rtrikingly b^utftal; 

,, f-flOfiv^iBi ^ j(^. and strikipg argument Unddr the old 

Dispeasatiob ^/f^ was assisted by sensible objects; under 

tbe^^ew and i*o#(e perfect, our Lord seens to have tbo£ight 

At Wei^l&ss or improper, ifor he apj^ointed none. Yet, a» the 

"TtMitdtfe (rf raati in his present state must be confesa^ed to be 

CttttitYl' MimU^tpiiiiuaij almost every deifomiuatioii «f 

>Ck^ftlilHft8, id l^eryage, bA^ ^le^ated horn th» grtii^ pria* 

')oipl«*j; 'imd hiytv^e ehdeavoored to assist their d^vdtioh, if net 

*^o cohipeiisttte for tho want of itj by formsj ceretecmies, local 

observances, splendour, and sensible ol)jects of Y*Tiou« 

X 9 without 
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\Vttfaout we^n^ss it id geiitle^tnd wiliidtti liit^ 
tine^ great That of MHliridateis w^i^t^f^ 
and he makes love, not en marqtns, htkt Mberr^ 
barCi yet with such a de^ee of eleviiti^^fitlA 
ffentitnent as belonged to his eompoiiiticm ; for 
JMithridate, tboBgh a lion and a fox^ vm W4i 
I thinks a hog. I think yoa will allow t^ Bar 
cine, in this piece/ profited as mmch by Hutiirc^ 
as Shakespear has in his JuUus Cassar. - - 

As you prefer the piUhetic fe'trag*dy> t» t)i4 
sublime, how is it possible you should be itfJltlli 
^vorable to poor Euripides; who poescMeb Hbo^ 
tklent in so remarkable a degree ? And m eonU?ft^ 
diction to your own opinion you prefer Sophoctes, 
who is not so often pathetic a^ sublltne ! I Amk 
I can explain the reason of this, tn attend^, 
tjiat you explain it better for yourself. The |Mtf 
t^ic must arise from familiar oecurre»oes; and 
the scenes of common life ; it is in tb^e that the 
mantiers chiefly take place, ani( tbis -Gi^dtkn 
mantiers you do not like, and it fe**fi*'fltfs'ret<so!l 
that you are so little pleased with Ettripidfes; To^ 
say truth, there is a grossierdte in the tnattner§ 
of even the most civilized of the ancients, whiefr 
is often? very disagreeable. The ifelieaci*i §# 
sentiment, and of external behaviour, wer^Mi^ 
ttoduced into the world, with Ihosi delicatfesd^ 

virtue. 
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YkSm -yf^^^ wwe : fought by th^ J[jirtitlilioii, 
wbi^ extej[>4^ ite mfloence to tbe internal tregU'- 
J«4ionvOf^^lfe affections of tbe h^art, and oi tb^ 
]H>w^r» of tbe iinder»tanding. 
. Il^dieve I understand what you mean by that 
pt^etAC, which is often taken for the sublimr; 
wd yet I quQ^tion whrther that effect can be 
pmiwei without a real mixture of both. There 
is, I bel^e^ very often the pathetic, without 
tbe least degree Qf tbe sublime ; but the sublime 
i^Om fails to produce the pathetic. . The 
grandeuf and force of the objects that enlarge 
and ^vate the understanding, subdue and softer 
the heart, to a comparative sense of humaQ 
weakness and imperfection. But, I believe, it 
may be for your emolument that I should follow 
your eitample, and suspect that I am talking 
noBseaaei. It will be well for you and myself f£( 
my suspicions have as little foundation as yours. . 
, Fo^ Mrs. Macaulay ! so you will not read her. 
\j»ek, I cwnot hdp it; I will, as I have a much 
bf|^er opinion of her talents than you have. L 
am tn^ veiy little acquainted with her, but in a 
t^ie^^rtitt eonversation of between two and threQ 
bnufSt^lu^'we onqe had; she appeared to me to 
hf^ye^a i^ry considerable share both of sense apd 
kflSVi^h^^* ^ve you read her character o| 
.» ' James I? 
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4p^s I ? I yfw obliged tq tuj> it, oRer. j^ /^>^gBMj^ 
hunry, but J* ^ppear^d to mip |,o bQ,|^^i^,^^^^^ 
judgment and fiplrit. 

1 know not how weU to an^yse my ^eeling^ w4 
tny own wishes about your going abroad. M the 
putting it off till w^ year at.att iMIp^iad tbe pwh 
babtlity of the whole scb^OH^ being If^id as)d9> %\k^ 
ohoice would be easily determined. J^t the hav^ 

our al 

^for^ 

it wa^ 

is the 

^t gaj 

y esta 
:coun 

at foUy in the n^ea&ures i>a 
I involved the nation in such^ 
^erninent by i<rging aft un- 
profitable right, if a right it be^ and ti)e opposi- 
tion by heightening the r^ftactory spirits of tfm^ 
colonists! My heart achea for the Howe iamily 
and Mrs. Boscawen, and, alas^ how many othera; 
aife there who dread the arrival of every ship/ 
The Sukey came into the Dq^wns iiik we^k, aod 
landed a thousand letters. Slojp^ came tp pair- 
sons in this place ; tkere ia b^e or no difference 

betweeni 
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tM^fneeit t^4 priytiteaccpunts which I hav6 hear4 
fjOd the puhlic. A4iey^ my dearest friend. . 



LETTER CLXXXH. 

, . . . . ' 

Deal, JiiJfP 14, 1775. 

• Maht thanks to you^ my " 
for y<»BF kind a^couint of your arj 
ford. I long to know what you d 
i^ai^jfow deep has been better i 
trbA in London. The flatness of 
t necessary comequence of their 1 
Inuch harassed, which only timi 
When t\\e mind has been totally e 
Me^snbjeet of attention:, however ] 
a vacaiicy from the removal, which cannot sud* 
denly be supplied by any other. 

I have been reading with great delight the ^ 
Letters on Chivalry which you was so kind as to 
give me. ' You too well know how very a Goth 
I am, not to believe that I am very often of the 
author's opinion, and a rebel against the usurped, 
authority of the classics. Indeed the light and , 
delicAte turii of the Grecian genius, and the cool 
correctness of the Roman writers, A6 not seem 
cap^ijle pf ifii^ vftat apd lt^fi^9 powers, that fill 

and 
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and awe th^ imagination, in the ]^rbOT*lR}n§-4tf 
the Gothic muse. Homer m?|.y appear 'a' ifirtiteg 
objection to all this. He has np doubt at iibWfe 
impetuosity and fire: yetl cannot help iUifki^g;^ 
that his excellency does not consist so much' it^ 
the sublime, ks in the nice distinctions, ancl sup- 
port of his characters and manners, and the 
amazingly comprehensive and accurate know- 
ledge which he discovers in th& whol6 circle of 
human aflFaiirs/ He is certainly 9ometmie$ sufeliffjei, 
but I do ndt recollect thki he is ever so hi his '4^- 
scriptioris of the divinity. The xeasoh of &k% 
Indeed very evident. Nothing is Bublim^ixi meN^ 
weak, p^sionate, inconstant man ; and Homei*^* 
divinities are^^carcely any thing better. Evd^ 
the celebrated description df Jupiter's ambrosild 
locks, his sable brows, and tremendous nod; whicJb 
has been such a subject of admiration to aiiT 
cient and modern critics, I miifst confess doe^'nbt 
give trie any impression of the sublime. |!aa the 
idea been truly such, it could not have beeft so 
" exactly exprest by the chigelof Phidias* —B^t' I 

• Mrs. Carter's reasoning seems to be more accurate tbaa 
that of the critics alluded to. It is pfrfectly clear that^«^ 
^ Utmosrt art of ^^an can represent nothuig th^t do^ not t^etfe^i^ 
I© man. But the fact is tba^, as she intimates, Homer's divi- 
^ties excel man in nothing, but in power; and not always 
even in that. The dcscriptron of Jupiter is that of a man, 

except 
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«m lfn)b^ I know not whither, and it will be 
^vmef to "stay till J have what you promiee me on 
l|Mf jsul^ect, than to venture any thing further <^ 
«iy <mp. We we, I am persuaded by what you 
Htay,' ^xactiyof a n^nd in one particular abmit 
these Letters. Though I think tbero very inge- 
nious, and often very true, and the writer in 
inanjUQitaaceadiacavers^ poc^tical taste, yet there 
is a kind of jSippancy y^ the style and manner^ 
that perpeti|^y vexec^ p4 t^ia^d ^^' But this 
is only entrcTious, for I do not love to find fault 
wjljfcan.auj^r^ |>yTwhom in general I am enter- 
.tained and taught In ccMisideration of my giving 
iU due hendr to ^Cowley 'g Pindarics, will you 
allow me to think his bye verses most lamentable 
tionsense ! with neither poeiry nor sentiment, nor 
the least indication that the man had ever been in 
love, except that as a poet^ he thought it neces- 
^ry to talk about it, 

I am sorry for the incapacity of your dressing- 
, room, but I hope you will be able to get enough 
info your garden and woods to render it the less 
, . necessary for you. Your scheme of omitting the 
house, and improving the plantations, is founded 
on a motive equally noble and wise. Time would 
«»kd;ie pie«dest pdace you could i^ise into 

^^qept in the M tremendous nod/' which could not be# suIk 
ject fof t^ie chisel. 

.... ruins. 
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4e«r^t fri«B4, may eyfif ^t]i»vj^>fonmfi^9i^ 
^ wealth with whipU^f 6m^(>1)silBiy{K()filM^)M 
fif)tjr\)Sited yaa. Evpr jiofurii, .^ . -, , ,/? 



, By t^ tfjup t)HS |ptt«r ma rar^Pfwej^ 
jiou, I .hope it wm 4afi jVHi |f4en% Mt*W*ft« 
yq^^ Iqrjg- journey, ^x^ if yPtt |h^ve h94U\»4^ 
|jghtfi4 copliog phower3 )¥e have, they mvfitlii|yf 
greatjy xefre^he^ ypu iiA^r tjfp l4>ndw,lj(|aty/9fli 
complained of. I rejoice our d^ %!pb w^ a^lji 
there to 3Ql?tpe a^d, fHWSlP^ jw ^JU^ ^ ywr 
fatigues. , , ., 

ImJ^cJ, ipy dcsyr fri^, yon i^pat ^iUf^^f^i^ 
lyith the sileiice yo^ eu^n^d me rwi^^i ^epjvd^ 
ypur goodnesa to ru^ *, frr I ;aw «WFe yoji %wdi 
not wish ^e tp ^»ry t^i? »j?pfvance qfipj^^ 

f, Thii .r^iatM to lite.'MMaialgQfs Mttiilteir|iii1tbei-AHI^ 
in seUling an hundred poundfl a year upon Mre. Garter^ 6a^ 
lier life, by bond, immediately after the d^poaifif of Mjr% 
Montagu. 

titude 
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4¥l9ifr Wtym i^drof unkmdbiaiHi to ih» m^^ 
ja^yMetifiBmcono^ng from tl^m what WQiiW 
fjjaft Ihf^ pii^imm, Mm Cooper mentioA^ it 
to jxib;jiifi,^^tter wliic^ I received tkw we^k ; aii4 
ti{^«lLipe|it^l|€d tQ i^ a^aip m c^^fiqm ft fr\m4 
infL^m i^gWwii5b§od, wJ|P i^^v^ it fmm Mm 
*ir. Robwispft, ^H(J tbenefore if I w^ ever 9q 
40s|rotts ^o abejf yq^t f pmm|i|d$ iijsfmld ^§ tQ 

I bsMreithjfif moment received the w^cpipe npw» 
0f your bmpg tpI^mWy comfortably ^^ttM, ^r)4 
} hB»;:e tp ftfsjire you, tbit our southern tegitot 
liitve not l^adittudi advantage over yimrBw^rn 
^^&mi^ m ^"v^eatheriiais beai very tempertuc^nt^ 
teit> ^he yfey .'is ai>fr oaioiy but I am net we9 
^ili^ to g«t^lntdr any regidar stady, &r I hav4 
M i*e*trt snlill powers far appKcation ; butl 
^afeft God, lam A>p ^realpart of my time capa^* 
iteefbtinriess trifling, and where much goodf 
Wmot *0 be doi^, tibe kee{ring one^s self in cheer-i 
fulness and go«4 hufnaur by innocent amusement* 
ii^yA^^emkbB to do. If J am permitt^ to en- 
joy 'Ih^ blessing of seeing and hearing timt my 
fiends present and absent go gn well and pros- 
pW<^y, the ihterruptions of my scheities which 
depend op an ^pbing hepd. will bp of small con- 
sequwice to the quiet pf my bp^rt ; and when I 
am ineapble of mpre impj^rtftnt rtudies^ I shall 

be 
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l»e extremely omteotcd with'vmtel|ii%.t|j|sg«f(rirtb 
tif ^ranittins and myrtles. .'^ 

I ba;^e bad ^eat amusei^etit in TefbdrngMm. 
Williaa»'s work. The poetfy is btfyMid.ihfc 
common style of i4iymtng^ and the FWiy Taie em^ 
ebahtm^y beautJfol. But the condamm is Ikoltf!^ 
and leaves too melaiieholy an iinpreaaoB oq Otte*ls 
mind. Human folly^ the sonrte of pootVi^ 
retta's ^I-directed wishes^ is not irremissiUe gutit^ 
tnd the idea of her ^ttally jinking vAiat the 
mkle^h consequences of tkem^ itiimL{trMiHdy 
pamfd. > Tins cooelasira is liaUe jto ttiier^atsU 
objeotiott as Mr. Johaaan'a Basaelaaif. .Hbkv* 
jfmi e«er m^ wiA a dream wt mtmm Mt^fe«»ri# 
Kudiors i I was entertaaned by it r Jt isia})oitt 
Mrs. Maeaulay and i^veral o4ber fengfe^ait^tQiart 
amoQg the rest your friend It is: about ^n 
iiivier staT^sh and peacock's fevers. ^ lirnlKM 
long to give you an account of k^ otiieor tftan that 
iffter the candidates have put in ^tir seiieiBl 
ebims^ the standbh is ad^dged to Mrs> il!ifo$a%n 
hy, and all the oHier ladies lucto^mmiedtvjlll 
peacock's.featbers. " * ; ; 

* These remarks shew the critkal accux^cyjof Mr?. Cftlj- 
tcr'i juclgment. She was certainly ignorant at that ^me« 
^ndf perhaps never knew, that the Fairy Tale, and severar'of 
A?'](>dcms, pobtished under Ihe name 6f Mh. W^Hkkftfi^ 
tf^Mfttitualljr wstea l^ I)r* JplsisoD^ ^ ^^ :. <? 

?r: ' The 
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^^Fte tfesA ibat is too weak to carrjhcm tlii 
thread of history must be contented with what it 
eatr gain from ah Es^ay. So instead of Taciius, 
I hate -taken up the Spectator^ which I ba^e not 
nad fer so many years^ that in some parts it is 
eattrriy new to me. I remember whdn I first 
tetsd ttese papem^ which waa when I wad €X^ 
tremely young, I was always charmed withMr^ 
Addifon'% aisd ^ery highly preferred th^m t^ 
Sir Rsehard Steele^ thoi^ at that time I 
fhoBttid hoLte been very much pttzzled to; ex{^m 
l!ar v^at rtsma. It gvres loe great pleasutre to 
iiid at tUa reading, tiiat any imiNmrM(i6at in 
j«dgmeftt seizes in this instance onljTfto ixiifin^ 
the first Qatuml impressions wtuch both jsirksm 
tfittde updtt my mind. Never sorely did aga 0t 
4k>aMry prodwe a finer critic^ a more .pdit« 
aohaiar, or a purer and more amiaUe laoridist 
than Mr. Addison. Had he been bora on thift 
batiks of Uyssus^ he woukl have been a disctpht 
of' Sodrates; I know not whetbor his geniiit 
Hight'hare reached all the suUime^ or the spirtt 
of Plato ; but he would have possessed all tba 
gentle virtues and elegant graces of Xenc^hon, 
With the advantege of a more vivid imagination. 
iu» be bad the happiness to be the disciple of a 
Master Jnfioiiely superior to the wisest of mortal, 
inttructiMrs, he excels both his congenial mindab 
2 His 
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Hk piety h mkunw&i by eirdr^ &n)f ^iKr iti^i^l 
WithOHt tt ftidlt, . T 

I ha4 btdy ^ rery enteitaihing and akitMtedl 
ftcecmnt of the RegMta £rt»ti one ctf tb^'^p^^ 
taCbrs. it dow not, however, ttltbr n<y opkifiMt 
tff ihk absurdity of Idfisking^ so iimdi €i]^eji^ 
and trouble^ and parade apon «iidr triihig ^Om 
Jeols. The magnificenca of pablic tHwrn shoald 
te «ppit>pHated -ta important efeiiK», ia whteh it 
mroaU striiMi ^ths. ima^nation witfi a irtdli : ditected 
admixBtioA aiid^afire^ - It is proporiy applM isL 
the exhibitions of sovereign aaUM>rity in the 
lolenft tBansBctionsof xburta of gudifcattore^ ia 
the detoiMion> of tiring merits and in the last 
bonoars of departed>gma(iie^; bat safely it ift 
most perversely sqdattdered in AittiisMng ati en** 
tertamment for Timce^rom geatlemen^ and coterit 
fine ladief* Amusemftit is^an idlt €riiter> by n<^ 
fatens emMed'to pomp and 009% decoration^ 
iMi should be left wi^oat prepaiM^ » mM^ 
aiiee to gather fttf be»»elf the Posei^ \fMd^ sha 
may happea to find ^K^attemd throagh^tto waHai 
af life. : , . • ^ .' . » K- ;:-^' t'^ 

. Have y&a heard of the maniic^ fit> vrWeh MA 
H«**-— has treated LodyO^^-^^M?-**^-*'^ and^dir 
Mift you feel great ind^natioa thoreafrft ' i^^h^ 
iiot< the honor lof kiHlwing latdif Omiiaf^p^bU 
have ]almys':beajd h^. awhtioiied' as^a iiN|«:'ami^ 

able. 
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i1%/r^st»ecfta1bI6, find dSIigbtnit tammiTter Iff^ 
tl(6b6 whb do. What a #r^ch ttiist he te ! wto 
cmtld trifle i;#ith ib6 affisctidh^ of sUt^h a W(knfeni 
and exf^os^ her to tK^ mortlfitalioA &f bein^ the 
Itlbject ttf public conversation ; ttWfciftg i$ too 
bid for hlte, And I hope be wifi every ifhertf 
lotttet ifitti th^ cohterapt he deseHrei. 

My brotiner and sist^ are going tc^ Paris next 
#feck i they mean to take a six \te^k^ trip^ so it 
is j^r^)kblethey may go a little further. Adieu^ 
iS^ ddat fdeiidf I hepe^ to hear fhrn you sboni . 



lETtm CLXXXIV, 

tiea], Jul]/ t2, 177^1' 

1 siToiittr not, my ddar friend, have 
deferred thanking ytJu for your t^o kind letter* 
tin now, had I not been such a poor languMf 
e*eatum as to be unable to hold a pen. My 
ipirite dre umisugllly low, but I am determined 
to exert myself, as the only means of growing 
betti^. I heartily congratulate you on the hap*-' 
pinits^ you must enjoy in di^sing plenty, audi 
cheerfolkess and instrufction drfiong your tenamts 
and depiQudents. I do not f(^-any r^ret.tkafe 

V yOUC 
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virtue is ft: mighty qwettihing; it ypflVA^ Jfjfc 

and warm lun beams^ while the g^Iqrlea ai\d. 
(r}\iii^b« of amliitUm 4^h wit^ the qosc^f o£ 
lightniog, and roar with the haYO(^ of auii^iuii- 

:^ ibt M «»l^, ag I r^^jdoe in the e^^cd^eiice of 
fmr ^plagrments^ i cannot h^p fearii^.toii 
^^i^^cm exeili^d of your activity ; tiomider Mir 
much your mind has been harassed^ aiMi though 
you.can dispatch more bnsineas in a |fi¥ea tkn^- 
than any body I erer heard of> yet let me be^ of 
yoa not to do too miich. I had a i^er last night 
frcrni our Sylph; she seems to be:^ery imeasj 
about Mt^.HancojQk. { hof^ more than i» ne* 
cessajryj as upon the whole she is better; Bhi^ 
says jihe lives Uke a Cartteusiao in a cotoge; but^ 
^t At could lodge me, and she longs vtr|^ 
SBMcbto consult with yo^. ' . » 

'A thousand ^&anks to you, my dear friend^ foe 
all th€t kind expressions in youf. letter. , I slwaW 
be very unwiUiog to, H$e .any langjua^ tbi^t ycNR 
diMpprove ; bott wi>y slioald gmtitude.he alall 
iM^nsiit^t with tjie tenderest affectioi;i ? I^^ur^ 
tikixdy ^ not meai& U> restrain this feeling i^&eig, 
4i> m fMmmy b^e£iti which is only me mafiaais^ 

aaang 
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'iMioil^^ many otTlerg of wlmt I 6yf&/y9\i; fuf^ 
'wiJch I jfnostYeacHly acknowledge, from-tte in- 
ftieiKfe ^ yottr feiendship on the Imppide^ ef 
my life, to' be worth mucTi more than the ram 
yoaMVe set. 

I agree to all you liay about Sir R. Sic^ : I 
'PM be^ides-^fnated to find in a wifiter oflik 
pc^ular reputation^ such a strange wa^t 0i'i(Wr 
ittdnmi; m often tendon his meanings obs^iire, 
ttnd 90ftietime»^ totally unintelligible. I nMti^r 
Itemrd any thing to the disadvaolage c£ Mi^h^r 
&*s ohBurader, e^^eptbis fatal e^tti^aesi in dadoicr 

^^ wbicb^ omsMeriiiig the unh^piaasSfOf 09i|^ 
ilitBtiDnal iliffidtn^e &ffm wbieh he wits seduee^ 
into it, I hav^ alwuys looked on rather ;a9<i 
pitiable weakness, than a brutal yice. It; eer- 
taihly was not enough for Mr. Addison to be 
•la^cyiy. not a bad man. I should tiot ^ppoi^ 
indeed, (hat he was formed far actions of edtf^ 
l(«l I esmnot help thtnkitig, tIjUEtt he was posses^ 
of all those unambitious £uid silent virtues, whii^ 
jnthoift any sotieitude to b^ divulged by the 
•l^reirtb of fa^^e, qaietly wait for their praclam&« 
«0H, ^ tbe^sdund of t4ie last trump. > 

^Mt^. Bw(^4ttYeqtioned Mada^ 

bMkto mt^ t^^^pprobatioD, and what you^ mf 

df 4t^^feir ^Bi^ stiM igrcfater cai^$ify4^ $^ it. ^*k 

Jim iMMt)^ 40 atk^ you that 4ke« f^Moeh-nQdet^' 

r*JV«i^?iL Y stand 
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pca*arf yaa wttl grant thut H is Jtmmttb^h^ 
htAdBM^hn pbilosophieal, arM theitii9M4llT)fi4[ 
hMettttlMlii om^ The Eogii^ io«e r«aa0^^ 
l«t^t than ftey do &et, and are iltpuifiyi^pi^ 
^cctlmte jadges of whftt human cFMttr«%oti^t 
Iq bep timn of wHat di^ arev In Uie n«xlfiii^ 
aljtt^<ei^i»<;^,is, I Relieve, mach }!^iiki«jpf 
it^ asdrar^ than that of ^0 Fraaab^ they ^jfird 
Ib^^e84«p6 int^mtedin the ^rtady ^ a ««o 
£^M ^^fplkatmi to the folU^ ^d paMptm«4>f 
^qtiiers^ which is so neces8m3^to^U selfi9h.view|). 
^0 be mi^e y<m will thmk that no mcvtat «f^ 
imde a vhott i^iteful Qoncessian than I biore 
.4oft6. Howeirer^ consider ^ poiat^ and tell OMt 
^ I am in the wrong. > 

: h is not probaMy so much from (»ir being loril 
^«e^qni^ j^ges of the salgectj as Iroia another 
xe^sob/ that Richardson's ^rorks a»e more admined 
by tiie French than afl^mg as. Ti^thegenendf^ 
,ii^ ,re#erj^ if chaiacters are ever s^i, i^Olwrally 
^^wn> they wiUnotaj^peartobe^sq^ if they.ffe 
l^pri^perly drest Poreignersj, who ace nM^ 
f^Sj^int^ witbvour language^ and OAir c;ustpxi|S^ 
-??^ pnprejntfced by Ricbajrdw»> #j^j;ti|t %- 
pression and ^^annet^ which, are ^<yer^,st^^ 
to ourselm^ as tp oonceal npchi^ bis Tery great 
merit in o^r lespects. 

Jsub- 
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I A^^ribe t^ your <^inioa in contmdictibn to 
Rochefaottnlt. If " VaimahU;* without any 
reciprocatian '* d*amiti4/' wwi of itwlf the ob- 
ject of grief, the histories of every past century, 
would furnish their readers with perpetual aub- 
jects of lamentation. 1 never read much of 
Roctefaucauh ; but from all I ever did read or 
hear, surely very few writers eVef those to |mb- 
Bsh to the worid, with *o Ikde reser^, the tWft 
to^ maxims of a selfish heart; But tfce matis 
conceit of superior understanding oft^tr reitde^ 
people so enamoured of their own system, thtt 
iheylosedl seniibilifrjr bdth of its t)eihg ^pAtW^ 
In^ ftself, and disgraceftiUo their owif cteirftcSfiP. 
Nothing but such an ignorance of their^efiT^fet A 
the minds of their readers, could render 'ttdthoit 
^nd of exposing principles which discover tfcerti 
to be unworthy of that esteem, whidi most'j^O- 
'pie desire, and of tliat kindness which, on intiU- 
merable occasions, all people must want 

My brother and sister embarked at Dover (^ 
^Thursday, before three in the momirtg, and got 
ib Calais about seven, after a most dBlightfal 
{liassag^. About eleven there afo$e such a stotm 
'M Wiiid and thunder a$ wa^ frightftil,, ktt^ I Caft- 
TiiotibVtbo thanfcfiil they escaped it 'y '"" ' 
-- :^ ', "' My dear friend^ eve^yourtf. ^ 

r S ■ 
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LETTER CLXXXV 

Deal, Julif 24, 1775. 

delighted^ my dear friend, that 
gth fixed your time for leaving 
], and shall be still happier in 
Tunbridge. I am glad you ap- 
in, as I have just determined on 
ler than I had intended ; but not 
)ng you might stay, and thinking 
myself the choice of the vmters, 
invited by our Sylph, and almost 
driven out of this place by Mrs; Underdo.wn and 
my other friends ; 1 have fixed on Thursday next 
for my journey. The dear Sylph has ofiered me 
a lodging, having '' a la Vesey" totally forgot, 
that she had engaged her said only spare room 
before she left London to poor Mr. Walker. 
Howeicr, she has taken one for me in her neigh- 
bourhood, and, except sleep desires io supply 
me with the other non-naturals which I may rA- 
quire, so I shall be with her great part of tBe 
day, but design to breakfast in my own lodgiifig. 
There certainly will be no contest at your arrival, 

as 
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ts( the Sylph very well kiu)\Y8^ and I have rei 
minded her^ timt my engagement isi to you; 
Fdor smil; she is in a sad taking for feai: yQtf 
should not come to Tunbridge till she is going t6 
leaire it, id she is engaged to Mrs. Pitt the lattec 
endVrf August. ^ :; 

Indeed, my dear, friend, you ujustrhave mist 
t?iken what J, said about my brother, who is.the 
kindest and the best of brothers* H§ nftVi^ 
exacted any promise from me that I would.UQt 
leave Deal ; he only expressed a kind and t^ffte^c? 
tionate apprehension to others, tha^ I should hp 
less at Deal than usual. I knew hewas togif 
abroad, and I should have been very unhappjf 
not to have spent some time with him first And 
I hope to see him many, many weeks aftei^hif 
return, which I believe will be about the time of 
my; return from Tunbridge. 
i It k probable that the reason you mention ^ng^j 
hav^vcotitributed to the sinking of my Bpirits. I 
dp: not willingly indulge any painful reflection*^ 
and my mind, I hope, is perfectly resigned ; bijrt 
I cannot sometimes help thinkings ofv my, Tei\y 
jgreat loss, and feeling a diffierinice of ^wbidi 
ey^y-objectift this place so often reminds tne. 
^ut. this -by habit will grow leds striking. MJr 
T)rQther's absence being only I hope a short one^ 
is of little consequence ; but my pleasure in the 

return 
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rttarn of iny mta Dm^ba, it tlieeRe^ % ^H^ 

tbonght that Uik it Ae hst timt of her reiidinkA 

ikUft^. I htte BO l(»!g eTvj<»ye4 the aflvaiitftge to^ 

4ti%liC of Imng in the naOkl of to mdny bf «i^ 

•t^li fiualljr, fioo&ly endeared to oie hytx tium^ 

tand attentions and kindnessesj that I canndl hfip 

Ming l&is diqiemion^ perhaps a great deal oibre 

€ikxk I strictiy od^it, €onsideriii|^ jbow nMif 

Mmdtigi I have atill left ; I can only aay all ikai 

h nttthing^jto r«ron; blit il » of grfeat im^ 

poilainiee to onfe's heart i neTer mention this to 

ftrfetet others^ bat 4he reason why my friends ai^ 

itouvjrkifp ma scmof. Is tMt my firledlds I Mieri 

Ma all Chis^ and tfimk a dha^^ bf acene alisO^ 

hrttfy MaD^saary for ttie, as my head bfls foe^a 

its ¥ery worst tif cks lately^ 

r last week froni Lady DaiP<arey^ 

ntions havhi^ heard tifiat <Mon» 

► abroad with you. I should liot 

but for thl^ n^ of teUii% you» 

whcm she had her itlfann^ioii^ 

\y not from me. I hid fi iejlter 

»y brother; from Piuis^ datodiht 

tis ladies seem vtoy weil^Anmsod^ 

1 not be sorry When tliey retorn. 

n fiMrtnighl longer at Pariis, taad 

.: ; . . ; ' ♦ TlieEaitiw. . ' ■ ' • 

then 
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i^ffH yiiA^pomi^ of the proymctaliowu. - ^ ^^ 
i%y 4<^cest.. friend ; assure yourself! witivii^^ 
attJthatportiop. of exertion the Almigbty"^ tiM^ 
bleisedT me wiUi towards recovering^ my s^Hriis^ 
and being as well as he will allow me tp be ; thai 
we may very soon meet is the ftrst wiiib ^ thfT 
llMXt^ ^ ^^ 

Evwyqurs* -^ ^* 



out a calm spectator of th^ conflicting elemente. 

He 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Hejlh^n wUhdre^^ and resigned) tbe skies to the 
tempeirtf^^ which continued, fon^bout two hours 
afler^ lEtnd then er^d^d in wind and rain, which 
ce^^ by the time you woid4 probably set out 
Oft . your journey, a^nd finished .in, a. |)rig/jt and 
scaCPQie, afternoon. . i» 

I hope your chaise returned in time f^ y,9Uf 
conv^ance ta,tbe spring. The day was charm- 
ing^ and th^e rotd from Tunbridge to Mjiidstone 
perfectly good, with a yary few symptoms of the 
expe^vf^.rains* of thp preceding days. To be 
8ur<e:th^e never yms, any mortal gentlewoman, 
oth€d[;wifi^ of a^ quiet disposition, who pulls and 
tuggii, :^tid hauls poor old Time by the forelock, 
as :I ^dP, .of which I usually find the advantage, 
for by setting out so very early, I hope 1 avoided 
ally iuiConye&^hQCs to you from the conveyai>ce 
^ggm^w^riejogoodas to give me to Tunbridge; 
wis ^liiiq^eover, I was able to call on my friea^^ 
at T^ton, W.Uere I had so often be^n very kindly 
mi^itfd. Mrs^ Bouyem's abode is exc;eedingly 
pajrtfteal, apd pretty> and the view i^ greg^tly Jip- 

-.f^jJPjiU^bjBautirul, and bighly poetical passage n^ay remjnd 
tivc^i^eadcyr of Ossian's address to the Sun, in the conclusion 
ef* the poeni' pf " Carthon." " When the world i4 dark 
■with tempests; when thunder rolls and lightning^fiiis; thou 
looke»t iii^ tby beauty from the clouds, and laughest at th« 
storm.'' 

proved 
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proVel^ by the '* Silver Medway/* vMOi glides 
thrbtigli a very arcadian valley, within sight of 
thfe Window, and is ornamented J>y a b^eiutifid 
littlel bridge. ' T walked a good deal about the 
park, and breakfasted there. Mrs. DdnTerie was 
so good as to send a servant on hoirsebdiclL with 
me'^o Maidstone, wbi^^ife -t^ gM before me to 
theflifrt, tliitt Dti I^^Ahingtmif^k^Mmg&twii^im 
reftdf a^fltikist I'<imved; IWifadnfi dM' aivi«b/ i 
was' nsost al^teebbiy sarfifiriiMd^ {find Mni*Ptnn 
nfh^gton and^BCootG^ wttiting for me^ we>gM la 
Tnnstal^abicmlf) three"." Bietweeti MaidsfiMM^^aod 
TestcTn Me^'the 'borsds^ t^f yi^i^ f^^^^mci 
me a good deal, as he plunged anfd br^ a^nm 
of the tackle, ^hkh, I dfeuk God/ wat dft the 
imschief, for ihe'drivftwas/nat hart '^ ' **i 
I'hdpi'to beat'Deal^tttrmorrow; the){hr^'aod 
Mf^. Pehtiingtbn take Montagu to tpwn t^h^ 
w^^ to eqiriji iiim -for 'his expedition, and th» 
w^eek after \vfll$erid htm to mfc, Ihat heVmay^bo 
res^ijo MtcMl yow <^inraasd»for. Borer, hum 
cothnilite^folHsd toe^pr^ss^'^ ntaiostF-.gralilwM 
for this, and so ihany instMces of your friead* 
stiip; and' which f caxi never r^y in anybtiibr 
way than by that sincere attachment and affe6t 
tion> by which I am^ my dearest friend. 
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LETTER CLXXXVll. 

• - ' >-■■ .' ' ". '." iC 

■ Deirf, OetOtr ft, 1775. ' 

- 1 :'. s ' : . • ■ : ,. .. . -. •> ;..•■ 

at Motttettbatv^.fdr dMmgk |C«IM>^y<1ll>«NflllA 
«n»t ja>thj»aP3rrhmiM»«iMi 4iiPii]Fi«<««^ 

k'is<pkttswlt.toJook iMT^rani to.isoia«>f|g)4yvjyaiid^ 
to «ecoin^iib by mBmn£,i>vm6 <k,yilmd9mt^^ 

faaA .3f<m iinc '«f yM ig g ;(wii «iletel^«8£Nii 
vUtefa ^ou yi^ •to %£ «s ftflft (9pro{Hbi»g«i^^ 

tJiedifictillia in jmm-almiteitiTtiai^ojms'itifJlM 
mums- yMttjtenarft;^ tiieiformidabiBi ioitif liit 
JKsf;- I hcgn to. be iAery;iaipatbent £ai |#tr 
; :; . :. : : being 
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betng; set out, m hopes this fine season iaay last 
to tiie end of your jowmey. 

Mrs. Vesey did not meotion the Methodist 
jyreaf^ber to roe. I suppose^ from the message 
^ th? ]Bii^cqp of Norwich^ his afaqse most 
hive been pretty outrageous. You say Sir S, 
S»n . i .ii sot nitb grQf^ satisfaction to see thii 
prriotes tyinroed* If some pert lawyer, in t^6 
eowte c^iiis pieadiiig> had pelted the €oif> a* 
the MciAodirt did t\m voHw, and 4)esl9^/v9ed a 
pibata&l atNise upot chanedloi^i, chief jwtiees^ 
and ehiif l^rons^ vonld S^ S. S -^ ^ hftv)^ 
tlMUght such a proceeding; quite deceit, inrataU 
to tit^ purpose ef the cause? Indeed one >ean 
teaK^ly think it piMible that when Sir S. S^-^-^ 
pn>eured the pulpit^ he sbmld have gnetdo^ th«^ 
Ml^ct ^ his preacher's discourse; ^t ^on the 
0^r hau4 it ts surely of some coi^equei^od toi 
Ills 0WII hmor^ that he ^ould publicly biri^^ex* 
psMt his diMi^pjKAxation of the monstrbut uude 
tkat was maiie of htspatnniage. 

lamameh oUigdt to ym for Sir4j. Elliot's 
temt^^ iirtifeh I think very good, and of a very 
oi%bai mm. Tlie '' Scream of ih^ h^^m 
PiCNM^'' is ddtghtful. I bmg to read |^r GotlHc 
IffiMiC^ aCBtuMirk, unless it is in {i^u, >t^ 
^ieb i ibave antipathy nearly as stro^ si SWHI 
ftSm haro to » nt I ishould he fljawiUing^ ^tt 

declare 
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declare this publicly, as it ittigfjt pass^for affecUi- 
tion ; but I hope it may; in sortie degree, contri- 
bute to make my peace with you, that as' arrant a 
Goth as I am in other respi^ctjir, I can read none 
tut classical Latin. I have finished Tacitus, and' 
have now began Davila, in which 1 have made 
but a small progress. !^iy head had been upset 
by a small room and a larger fire, and several 
people in il, (meanirig in the room, notthe firey) 
but I am better to-day« I have l^tberto found 
Bavila Ijess dull than any of the Italian historiaim 
with whom I am acquainted,, and he has/ a per^ 
qucnity which isivei;y pleasing; but he- ha^ the 
fault, which bdongs to all writers of bis naiion; 
that of being extretody circumstantial' in rpointa 
about which most readers are very indifferent 
and very succittct wlifere one wquH wi»h him'to 
enlarge. You need not ask my pard^ for any 
irreverent mention of Miiierva in the ' Ajax of 
Sc^hocles, for you cannot think her mei:e detesr 
table than I do. AH that one can say is, that.she 
was a preceptress worthy of such a pupil. But 
the Greek writers faithfully copied nature, such 
as they found it in the dispositions and mariners 
of their Gountrymeni tlmt is eruel and treaohef- 
9busta a degree shdcking to all wHose pa^isi(M& 
kmih *eett* softened tor^ humanity by"^rfetteV*'^ 
•Iructioh and a happiei^ slate of lAing^- 1 vTI&msI^ 
' . ^ :j * that 
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tbat instruction has produce^*-, T^- had n^ 
other model for the characters of the popular 
gods thati what was derived from imperfect man, 
and consequently they ;are represented with just 
the same weaknesses and passions. I have this 
afternoon been reading part of the Andromache 
of , Euripides, where Menelaus appears such a 
monster of unfeeling cruelty, and contemptible 
cunning that I had scarcely patience to finish the 
scene. Amongst a people who carried every 
passion to such a wild excess, with what an as- 
tonishing superiority of virtue and gentleness of 
humanity appear the philosophers of the Socratic 
.school. 

I have been reading Racine, and endeavouring 
to admire him more than I formerly did. How I 
may improve as I go on, I know not ; but if you 
beat n\^ for it, I cannot help thinking that Pyr- 
^•hus and Alexander make love '^ en petit mai- 
tres/' and one shpuld nevar guess who they were, 
if their names were not set to the pictures. It is 
said^ I think, that Racine has drawn all his cha- 
racters such as they were; but to me the greatest 

' • See this idea expanded and sheWn to be well-founded!, 
by the late excellent .Bishop Porteus, in a pamphlet puti^ 
;lbhed in 1806, the title of which is " The IjeneficiaL EffeoiB 
of Christianity on the temporal Concerns of Maokincl, prpy^ 
Irom History and from Fdets/' 

part 
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part of bis heroes and heromed app0«Lr to be 
mere marquises et eonUesses. I am not yet got 
to the AthaHe and Esther, which perhaps rmy 
please me better. Good night, ray xtrj dea^r 
'friend ; may your sleqp foe cabn, and yoiir traMng: 
such as I wish you. 



LETTER CLXXXVIII. . 

Deal, Qciober 2$, 1775. 



It grieves me, my dearest firtenii^ t6 
,find ytMur Mcwery mAwmnee so stowly,^^ and y«t It 
4a not very siirprising 0M the skdci^dumM be dt^ 
in recovering, at a time wheil the most heaMi^ 
are sickening; ^ our &m% have been sfttadeed 
hj the same influenza yon had; my brother is 
very bad, and so is poor Montagu, vAo rei% 
bears bm disappointment better than could be 
expected fiiom a boy of his age, and 'i^nrfcttti 
:himsdf with the bqpe that you wM nekt sunHn^ 
go to Rome, and that be i^mU have tbeifel%ht 
;of crossing the Alps, as Hanntbal did. 

There has been great mischief done h^eiy % 
^th^ dr^dful storms. A ship boimd ioJIapm^^ 
ivith thirty F%u3sengera on board, ivras svak ii^ithat 

terrible, 
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^r^;^ oaft ibtmrd pefiiiaed; «i ihe twrm: w 
kj|gh>' M bMt cmM tentate to thetii. A Dttch 
CiAli^iQdmRiafi was yerterday lost on 4he moan 
$p»$, h^t ibe w^fl^c^ bting fft«^ imMtaratOi our 
Deal men Kted all the people; ^ c 

Some paMengers who lively landed here from 
Boston^ gare ft faunentable account of Uie sitna* 
tkm of the poor people there. They exculpated 
Gmieral Gage from any blame^ and affirmed that 
fat had done all that trcts In hfe pbwer. A lady 
in this company, was in so grrat a hurry to find 
herself upon English ground^ that as soon as the 
^i^ rOMtei^da ith9ri)(mmi 4^^ into a 

iiboatr biiSQ Jtoiq^ « iraa; tliat wtv^tiA Ittocid ^ 
Jirffoir ter .itacanrple; One can entily iinto^nfe 
^ow.^trwqnorted the poor woumn mttit b^, ttt 
^M!^ pei^rtly afgqred d^e was ^tt of the raaefa 
»f ^diEttt^riotehed couirtry^ Mf . Hey; the Judge 
^Ettoodate of Qiiebec, faa» aent home ius most 
"Vllitable effects/^and probably yrt/M be glBid if 
^ OMld dispenie with the pomt of honor Which 
ipammi^^aB acoowpanykig them. Did you read 
ififr^^Pemrs jemniitttlion> atld Wtts not bne tif his 
answers vei^y MsnoM : ^^ That die Aftiericans 
V#ere^ «*Hteiil tot sidimit wtiile itey found no in- 
^m^imleiitei finam it^f'' .Are there «mykwi^% 
jwbieh tbsipeopte of .«ny commitiky wJiWevd* do 
3/rir'iu- not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



< -l^ie humai^ soul has indeed iM»jr imi^'«f 
tadftieiioe^ Imi tKey are all wiiefy accMMMMtl 
to the various wanta of St8 ccmpliiMiled tf^Mser 
and the ture of its aMrcd diBorden. r Tile in* 
aigfiifk^nt 'oocapatton!^ <^ valgitr ^h, hfmevet 
dfsproportioned they may s^q[>ear to the jekraAMtt 
of ouritrtelleetnal fiK^alties^ are a aeoestory^liK^ 
ciplihe to the irr^gnlai^ty of our passion^ ami 
to Ihe^ perwueness of our will. ThesteaUpai^ 
tkakm^wfakb make iqp our msm, of -getiaral eau- 
ploymetit^ form; a tedc * adajfited. to our-i ihomI: 
w€iidtites8» and a iesoim.of. humilky.totoarppi^dfb 
The exercises which we^aie ao ajibdkD despis^ an 
ififtfiot to jom powers^ may heoMxie the^fimi^r 
tion of our noblest impvovemeiits^ wheirthey tm 
perfonned from that prinGt|de of duty^^wMMi 
confers importance on the mttt ineowideraUb 
olsgeciB^ and dignity on the aamlktft c^uem^^m» 
of un9liistrioii8 action. Ti^ spirit maybeost 
hausted and the indfai^n tressed h^ sun mtplmk 
stt^ routine of Imsin^sf^ but the rmnliji iiiWii^^ 
debased by its ttttentbn.to the hyit^iismk^wywfk 
propevly arise from the situationfasi^Redrbf 9^ 
videnco. it ^losea ite rdignitgr only ^ftlMn^tii^ jur 
dii^aciiM of wftmgti^adermea«iid.the jmxjk&fl 
pitfMiU<rf^-¥ohuiter]tlot^ viUd^,,s^» my d(9ir 

. fciand> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



337 

friend/ howefer troublesome mil tbese lettoi and 
{Mqperi mmj be about yoar coal-mines^ be(A U 
ii0t, it k a put of your duty that must be done; 
#ftlytl^ me eBtrmt you not to do too much^ and 
wfiite iK>^more than you can help. ^ 

.1 Jately met with Lady M. W. Montafu'f 
lietters, they have certainly wit» knowledge^ and 
obserr^ion ; bat there is such « delect of deli* 
cacy aad of sentiment, that c«e could nefer wi^i 
Mdtt a writer either for a companion or a friend. 
Yo« will think I have found ui aAptiaMe coi|- 
tnsi for Lady Mary^ in setting mysdf down ip 
sober sadness to read Ghiiccardini; probably it 
may require all my reverence for histwy to enable 
me to get to the end of such a volume. If I was 
a Papist^ you woakl think I had been enjoined 
my present set of studies by way of penance^ 
as Lucan is another of my authors whom I have 
often begun to no purpose^ but am now deter- 
miaed to go through^ though it seems to me 
sachvU kind of task as swallowing hard dumplings. 
AH Hm solid diet is somewhat lightened by Plu« 
lartb's Apophtb^pms, whichare tolerably amusmg; 
^okd yet with aH due veneratiM for the wisdom of 
aatiqaity, one half at least of these notable 
sayings of the sages and heroes of Greece and 
Rome migfo have been as well forgot as remem- 
bered; aad a poor modern writar who sbo^ld 

TOL. iL Z make 
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wAit such a coileetion wbuld n^er ht iitad. 0iit 
till ol]gect8 are modified by the perspective 
ttirough which we taRe a view of antiquity. 

What a strange btwtle about Mr. S ; st^ori^i 

of plots and conspiracies^ they make on^ shudder^ 
i talked to-day with a person who khows R — — ^ 
\e has a Very bad character^ and t 
fame account of him afterwards-, from 
rson. Adieu, my dear friend, let. nrtj 
have just six lines to say your health 
it will be quite enough for your truly 
5> &c, . 



LETTER CLXXXIX. 

Deal, Oc/o^er 3 1,1775. 

'Though I wish you, my dearest friend, 
in a more quiet situation ; yet as you are pretty 
Weir, 1 approve of your scheme of coinpletiiig^ 
your business now it is en train; and of your 
|)assihg' a few more unpkasant weeks, in the 
hope that (hey mil exempt you from such a re- 
Ipetitiou of hurry and fatigue. ^ ^^ ! 

Surely your information must be right Of some 
icmt reason for confining Mr. S — «--, beaide» 

.::':- ^ ■■■' - ■ ■ ' - - tin* 
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(hit string^ wild accDsation^ ft — - is Well 
known in this neighbourhoQd. A gentleman not 
Very fkr from hence, had treated him very kindly^ 
kfid lent him nioiiey to purchase a commissioni 
He repaid the favor by an arrangement with hii 
wiife. Aft dn English esquire does not take td 
this Ch^Merfield sysMm (Juite io pedceslbly as a 
Fii^hch inarqiiis, the husband threw him intdi 
prisiki for the money he had lent hini. He wait 
H^tgased hj aii £lct df insolvency, and how h« 
<»btained his present employment I know not. I 

am glad to hear Mr. S is bailed on suet 

modente security, not that I sim at all interested 
ibout the patriots of these days; but I h<^e it 10 
a symptom that the whole will vdiiish wttheut 
any plot, reiil or pretended. In edther case^ it 
scarcely ever happens but numbers of innocent 
people, in some way or other, become sufferers. 
By whkt I have seen of Dr. Brown's writliigl, 
he appeared to me to have consideraUe talents^ 
and to have applied them to the service of virtue^ 
Und 1 think, he was by no means regarded in the 
manner which his merit as an author deserved, 
i^he world, which shows gi 
profligate wickedness, ne^ 
turn to a doubtful conduct, 
were read and admired, f 
prejudiced person can gues 

212 all 
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all lengths of a party; Dr. Brdvm' was ^Bifse^ 

and neglected, principally, I imagitife/ I&causi^ 

he found the measures and persons whom h^ k^ 

too hastily approved, less deserving ttmn he hii4 

thought them. I think it is very probabfe^if 

the cruel sarcasms which were so often thrcWtt 

out against hiin in the papers, might exaspevii^t 

the sufferings of a distempered niind> aiid Aifpm 

his disdrder to its last terrible violence. It pkufel^ 

appears by bis letter fto Dr. Lowth, that he was 

extremely sensible to ihe treatment which^ hebad 

i^edeived from the world. * -^ 

1 am obliged to yoti for the i^idx^e y^tiwrn 

sent rhc of the ruins of the abbey. - Th^gUff- 

tesque figures are a Strang absUrdHy to cdtntnon 

wxise, but I beliete very frequent lA all ^ iwMr 

ancient buildings. On the old akar*piee6^^ 

Qmtert)ury cathedral are several little p^fitmgs 

taken from the History of Reynard tbe^ -Wijit, 

':iwhich, however it is now degraded to a tweM- 

p^nny ^duodecimo in a sheep-skin cdver; ^JlittVe 

sten in a venerable black-letter quarto* ^ Ci ^i 

It is ai for our reputation in the'^e/feaPffe^ft^Ys, 

'if it depends on the merit allowed ib Sliakt68j*s4r 

by foreigners. At least, I am persUa6^^({li 

''every elucidation that can be (hi^oVrtt^'oh^jifti, 

"^ from the ablest commehtators, U 4» litte^fy^lA- 

pOsSibfe that he can ever be vveff ttn«*^tatt^, 

except 
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49HiSI^y ^a. natixe of Great- Britain. One sees, 
ei^i^li^f Vqltaire^ wbo is more capable, I suppose^ 
Hutt ^nfiosjt foreigners of penetrating his meaning, 
hm 'wretchedly he has. been misinterpreted. I 
kiMfe l^n. told that Voltaire has been ingenuoua 
^^PWI^ to own that he has mistaken bis sensQ^ 
(.q^Cocti^ agree with you Hmt the dramatic art 
iv/itt,ttiid«rs]tood. One of the best things inJVIr« 
AitiBMnfs Pre&ce/I think, is confuting the noa-» 
aeMGj.which critics talk aboiil time ^nd place.^ J 
Imte taldly gone throiugh several volumes of . his 
Shakespear ; he discovers his own singularity pf 
manner in the . cool sevi^rity and contempt with 
wbidblie usuikUy treats the comments of otberai^ 
atid.;in. th^/ unassuming carelessness andiadijf- 
£erenee with which he proposes his own. Inuthii^i 
I am pi^ui^d he is perfectly unaffected, £Dr he 
r^mft: vanity, and I believe there never. was ^ 
Jtiui|i2M3^ mind more totaUy regardless of censure 
^ ^app^Hse. This renders him the more ex* 
i^faVe-for the little tenderness whjch he has 
shown for. the weakness of others in this respect. 
:y<Btt Jmj. is wt totally free from blame. Though 
;Jii^/^^ jEiQt judge of the effect of hi^ criticisms^ 
{if)r(^Ji^9,Qwn fedings, a knowledge of miMdkind 
jf)9Jgl}jtrhay#jLaught him, that people whose mincjs 
if^ejfot pf the /same impenetrable firmi^ess as his 
.MMinif **y wff^Jf TOUch stronger pain jthan ought 

Itj*^^: r-' to 
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iO be hi6ic(eil on mera barmlega Myndfi^^ wd 
folly, ^y having the in^tmiceii «xpote4 witl|^|tt«b 
unmitigated severity. ,. ^ 

Pid you ^er meet with a Treatise ouAitir 
ficial IVfemory ? I never looHed iota it till th« 
other day, which I regret, for it is very clever, 
^nd I ^uld think;, particular^ n$eM tQ yopig 
people^. |t ii Writ by Dr. Gray. 1 have j«t 
sKt abont reading a book of amMther 1und> wHb 
:^b^ I %i9 mneb delighted* It is Abbaclie's 

Jtx ap^f^^s 4o me a. very noble wori^ aad ia jicom 
pqrts writ. in quite, an original w^y, 
, My iieart thanks you for admiring me for tbe^ 
com^nion of your sdUude in your prqgected 
Journey to Sandlefc»rd. That thi$ scheme «i$ a 
faere castle in the air, makes very Uttk dlf^ 
ference in my pleasure. Any picture that fur- 
nishes dgreeable reveries to the imaginattonj w^ 
valuable realftyi though it may never prove tt 
mattec of fact It was the maxiai ef m ftndent 
. philosopher^ that it is '.' mind abae tbat be«a and 
^ars/' and wondarful indeed is itp magic ))OWfr^ 
tt^ich can e^ufiJly give life and energy to idi^l 
f^rms and annihilate the ol^ects of ei^temal 
fense; Even such solid bodies %.% tb^ qjty bli^ 
and the glittering Jewess, for instance, to 4ne 
were absolute non-entities, and therefore you are 
9 no* 
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liof fi^^Hrender'thcrt your merrtioh of iheiri sfldtiM 
in no degl^ee tltet my inilextble partiaKty lor 
Tunbridge. The only eflFectnal argument to 
prevent my forming any strong wishes to see it 
again, is from the recolteclion of the happiness I 
enjoyed while I was there : this sounds strangely 
paradoxical, but I think it has its foundation in 
the nature of thing$, or at least in my own feel- 
ings. In a usual and femiliar residence, one 
taies that mixture of pleasure and Vexation 
which makes tip the ^ general portion of life^ 
without forming any very sanguine hopcfs, or 
feeling any very severe disappointthents. The 
Alterations sliift in too quick succession to leave 
the niind at leisure for the association of good or 
evil, with any particular circumstances of place* 
'fhe <iase is veiy different with regard to an Un- 
accustomed situation. Whenever this happens 
td recur, accompanied always by a train of 
pleai^ingf reflections, the combination between in- 
ternal happiness and external scenery is so 
sfrdft^y Ibrmcd, that the heart mui*5t feel a very 
j^ftilifful 6dttVulsion from their separation ; and in 
• ^ W6rtd like this, how little reason is there to 
' |»|Mn^ dnii'9 seEf, that such a separation will 
not ht Afe tonsequence of anothi^ trial \^^ Si 
je ^e me cbrfi^ende fas, jemedimie;^' ff riiy 
' C * ^ meaning 
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LETTER CXC. , 

'^ Deal, 3rotm5tfy 52, 177*5; ' 

Yovn last l^tec ma^e me iQncb bap* 

f ier^. 1^ dear, friend^ than any 1 have recgived 

from jou since we parted at Canterbury, B^ 

do ^at presume too muqh oxn tUi«, a^m^di^^nt, 

It.grievfs.me to find this biut Is pof^i^^iiece^earyj 

as j<m have already beg^n ^to^ e^i)$t yourself 

Mfith company. ThjUt spdety, ^ a c^tfiia4ifgn»?j, 

is,g;oQd for your health And spiri^^ 1 belicye^ ^jiiiit 

ft, should, be under strict rqguIat^oniL ^ If ,y<fi 

,iw)uld wake it a part of your invitation Uf, ,dinper, 

that all the peoplf are to go aw^y ^t i^yen 

o'clock, or that if they stfiy longfjr, you S[vo!\ld 

fetire, all would be vvell ; but jif you e^x^ivt 



* There sccins to be little reason for this dou^t; Aud it 
* may ^ith more probability be the opinion of tlie reader, from 
this ftltd'othet iifUiiad:i)ab^gc>s) that Mti. Cai\er4idtl a pecu- 
c1kk)iy4iappy.tal«nt in tnalyci&g horfetiuigBi ati4 exptalMng 
4te^«rent8i»iircei ^in wten<^ they aroiCi - ..^ j^;;* 
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yawf ^ it fe iyfli and fi|ttiiti on timu, jaaA$Aihttam 
hstfe travcHtdyonr thoumod oiUes^ «d4 \mf»;tmi 
<^ their res^ch. Let me prescribe the advice 
contained in a story I heard in my nursery. 
'^ Be bokl^ font not too bold/' Do not you Uiink 
it might tend very much to the quiet and good 
order of these nations^ if many of the speakers in 
berth Houses^ had such health as you and I have ? 
I do not by this in any degree propose to make 
an exehnnge^ as it is by no meansi dear whether 
it would do any good to ourselves or t^e world, if 
yte had such health tod strength as they have. 

I v*ras yesterday re&ding Johiison's Harry the 
Fifth; I wish you would see what hemys on tlie 
subject of Ae Freneh coiirtship, in which he 
appears to me to be per^dy right That scene 
has always strudk me as very uncharacteristfc. 
In looking over the several commentators whom 
Mr. Johnson has quoted^ one is amazed to see 
ho\V^ they sometimes perplexed themselves abbiit 
at very plain meaning, I have, in my book, 
^ taken notice of some passages whi<:h seemed to 
me the most remarkable. 

As for Aristotle, I have deference enough for 
the judgment of others, who understand him 
better, to treat him with respect, and to suppose 
that my ^an| of due admiration is an efifect^of 
itiy ignoranjpet I have heard hi^i extolled for 

precision 
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cnWei, peifplexed, Mfd olti^ni^* ' Oo« tMhgv 
Kmvevcr, Twill Veftttite to pronouhc*/ froiftfftKyi 
efeerrattoit whichr etcry body Whd *hinks ii^t^ 
p^ble ^ mtiKng, that nd ^emm ea^h be a g^d 
ti^ie in p*e«ry, ivho lias neitb^if knagiiidtlto 
litor Itching J two eipctmistancea m which tlife 
ye»pi*ctftMe c50rtposJti6iv of At^otie h mow 
^hclent, than that - of almost any author I 
ev6i* tesabidK* He mighty fot any thing I know, 
^sigrt v<?i^jtt»ily> fe«t nothing is so tediow, and 
so ^t] di^ utmniiKiMed and uncokmr^d 0ens<^. 
It'wiii a^^fkt ofseintiiVient his Sthii^ are at least 
as imperfect as his Poetics. Yktv^ will nevdr bo 
tftii^t ft'Ort the cpndnsioiu^fxf niei'e logical prin- 
I'^iples. 1» resects the whole of the •humati coirt- 
po&ltion ; and to every power of the'h«man corti- 
liositton ought all the precept* which rdeOiiiitieiid 
ff to be addrcst, or they will be mach CoO cdki 
and nnaffectlng to make any knpresirton* You 
«ay be assured thai I perfectly agree to yotir fcrU 
^lifeismsonGoFneillc. > - 

^ ' I lately made a visit to Lady Oxendm^^ <tnd4t 
>^v« m^ a real pleasure to see this very re^ett- 

xiii. r, . . , ■ ' ' *. ' ^ '•:-'■ 

* AYi^ow oi Sir George Oxenden, Bart,^ and |TrandmalKer 
'^"f (he present Sir ticnry. She was a co-h'eiress, wuli ine 
'i&uciicbs'of'lilancUci^tcr, of tlie family of Dunch, 6f Likle 
''Wittenham, Berks. 

able^ 
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«U«» wiiftUa^ wd tmHf gsod woman, ta^Mg 
iit^seventy^ree with so muclt h^tb, w aram t# 
Jpronu3e her 3tiU some years of comfortable free^ 
4am from all the infirmitiea of qld a^, . SIm 
(seemis to enjoy the fullest reward this world caa 
^ive her, of that exact teiap^paac%i that absokte 
freedom from every turbulent passion, and that 
immffl^d 8woetne«8 of tamper, which she ha^HQ 
remarkably preserved durin^^ the whole of her 
Ufev Time feeim ta have. taHeu' notkiog from 
lier, hat a fioe foc^i of w^ich iiQweyer hp. bqp 
}eAmmiRy^y\mWmnmm; and Uie h^^r^c^ 
by wW^ isi« was a vwy gieat suflfeiser m ijer 
youth. 

Oidy Ihink what a remedy I found yenti^dAjr 
fw a v^ry acbing^head, in a visit I miede. Tbo 
Mifletocsa^ the hoase talked y^ry knid, the parrot 
acreamedytl^lai^-dog barked, the child cried, god 
Die maid, t^^ quiet all thes^ discordant soiindi!» 
Uew a bom* And all thia ti^tam^rre. in a room 
no bigger th»n a c^oset^ where I feared I ;w^ 
^bomed to pais tbe afternoon ; but ht^ppi^ »ftm 
J h«d beeufweB^fitiutoedj we adjomrped to another 
vooin, andt Uk my. great <;pmibrt left the parriotj, 
tbe dog, the child, the maid and ber horn behind 
t hope soon to hear, ray dearei^t friend, that you 
bevr the £atigua pf company betteir than I tlii^ 

yoa 
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' LETTER CXCI. 

Detil, December 11,' 1775 J'' 

May you have slept every n^bt ilnde^ I 
received yolir' letter, 4tf^ dearest imtd; tw yoa 
did befiire! -Tliope'yotitr4[t#ptew mid.t/EmGfe^ 
gory witffeave 4hi8 dreiidial inflttenMiW ^s^^ljr 
A$y<ya eian w»b; here it has ra^;4rQ»dfiid^ 
tibt btily-oti shorey botr <ven^dni Ibt ahipi in lilio 
dbWns/' IPKe captafiir^^ man^^vrarttaid «($ 
ihe otiier-day he hid bnt ten lii6ft?isfli|iaUe'Jc€ 
^oing dny duty. t!a)ppy would it bii¥e bom jfi» 
t^o of those vrho were wdl^ had they, fikot thi 
riesrbeen confined tothehr hkmmoeks' byi the^in^ 
^uetiia. They Quarrelled, and one 49taM»dt4dtt 
other to Ule heart. The mu^deiM l8>to irom^ 
and pi^dbiibly will soon meet the'ftte^bn^tob'Jipffi 
deserves: llie poor man who was^ UiU^^lMM 
jwopght on shore to be buried> and he was put 
in^^^oler^^'sans^ autre forme deproce$.l' > ^tij^ 
1 dtf bifiti in# manaer of harm ;< but is it ii(4>ji 
''■I '' ' ' ' 4 ' ^^str^inge 
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MMt^ Uidectmcy thai in tbftt ttiite Mterchttt Me 
equals there should be any distinction mftdfe.f.!? 
It seems the more hard that the poor sailors should 
be deprived of the comm9n rites of buriaL i^ ptft 
of their pay is deducted for the provision of a 
Chaplain. Little as thi3 cisremQuy imports tbe 
dead^ it strongly affects the livings and our laws 
accordingly endeavour to guard against some 
crimes^ by making the omission a part of the 

.wl iRcary siaoferely fed your km^ B€imi^^^%t 
my )iiallh> hxA I ^A^rne you I ap^iquob f^. W^ 
Lajpfae cwith yo^ eB*itdy, in llie,r«8i#^o^<<>f 
)c^0ifiii^QtttiaCthe«aiy'cbair&s kmg a# J pQ^jih}^^ 
CMBi hoUimy headiup-; and am <)ifteKi,b^ppyJil 
Mtt tbdug^^ how JBttl^ the many plei^ng aa^f:^^ 
toeBtoii]^.:roy life^ bave cvier depen^^dupo^ tl^ 
fleetittg saascii of joutji. Yet certainjy^ijpwev^^ 
i^le-j^eration the tra^n of qm's i4eas!. might 
«id9&i^:fcotn.the approach of ag^, the moi:e;y^r8 
iiiBeihaB:tive4^^ the less reason there is for forming 
jiny didtaAt scbft^aes^ either of tiipe or pl^qe. 
iDeatik>fnay <^ily ^ xme home from a ii(iorning 
^alk^ IplHtit s^ms io me quite an a&ir^ Iqji: h|m 

''■•^Tfcis indecency at least has long ceaseij to cxRti^ttftil 
lismdTS broifgjfrtoh shore far that purpose, arejfaui'iftLitf^ 
4s4*i^dch^aUdlfif6n ta the propriety flue t<^ n ret|gio^ q[9^* 
Aitfo^^lPi is bestowed od nn^ other rank of the cammunlty. 

to 
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t^ hftQi'(me ot^ tea and land tirom Venice tir tr<AA 

I fettfe not »eeti Monsieur D'Akmbett'fe iwK^^ 
iMt tttoit heartHy join with your disapprdtrntion 
of the scheme of it. These philosophical novel 
*f iters tecommeftd an admirable schem6 of con- 
Aitt for young ^rometi, ctnd such, rio douht^ at 
*irtt rig^joite their hearts, if they found it pursueel 
^ tlteifoft^n sisters or ilau|jliterB ! Sndti writing*! 
from such authors are excessively miscbievdus, 
I have often been diocked to tnA, that 'one 
•cafeely ever met with a girl/ ^ho did not with- 
eut reserve, defend and applaud Rousseau^s 
Julia. D'Alembert is, I think, one of th# En- 
«yelopedian writers. It is no w<mder that those, 
who endeavoar to destroy all the original princi-- 
ptes of virtue, shoaH confound the distinctions^ 
and subvert the order of society. 

By this time I suppose Mr. W may law^ 

fuMy hnny the poor D of G • Do you 

ever read the strange, wild spe^eches of the pa- 
triots? lam not a coartier, but i cannot he!|* 
thinkmg, in the spirit of irirpartiiEflity, thatii&t- 
W'Hhstanding all the catwes of complaint, w* art 
upon the whole in better hands, than if we were 
given up to the opposition. I rejoice to lie^ 
lliat «o eminent and good a man as the Bishop 
af Bristol is likely to remaia some time longcir iii 

the 
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tilie wofU, vdMx €fm iU afford.to Ifi^B) tn}{j|wcb 
rbaracters. I hope our clear friends in BoiUm 
Ao\tarewdQ».I qitite kmg. for (be time wbeA «ve 
ffaaU nil meet in the delectable Uue room; a very 
&w weeks Hiore^ and I shaU be with you. 

&#eet Lady Lothian leaves this neighbourhood 

to-morrow, she travels to town in the same coach 

with her five children and their nurse ; is not thig, 

in these om* 4ays^ very e^^emplaj^ for aMarchio- 

. Ijcss. Indet^ she well, clesejfv e^ aU the praise thj^t 

A 19 given her> ^nd th^ affection qf aJlJtho^ vvfa<» 

fcave the lioiior to be acqus^nt^ with h^. ^Qood 

* night, my. dearest friend. 



LETTER CXCn. 

BesAy Decendfcr $lf 17^7$, 

. Yoi7 canniKt think, my dearest frien^^ 
Wependapt of my own particular interest ifi if^ 
tiie delight witli which I read the account of tb^t 
we spjitary evening in your dressing-room. There 
^ somethUig inde^ peculiarly soothing jin th^ 
ijuiet that is enJ<]ored, while all tlje rforld that if 
oJxHit one is in a bustle. While I was l^^ppy in 
your {>re9e|[it re{tectiojas on the agitations of t^e 
,. ' world. 
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WoHd^ Idodd have shuddered to tiduk oa did 
dangers you have escaped/ iu not being early 
placed in the situation T^hi<ih you describe. Who 
can guess in siich circumstah^ what tnight have 
be«i the <ions^quences of ambitiM^ virhett ac^ 
tuated by a genius so vivtd^ and asinsted by fecul* 
ties ^o various and extensive ! EJvery wrong prin- 
ciple is the most dreadfuny mischievous in the 
greatest \ttiderstdhdings, and poisons acq^ife tli^ 
most fatal strength from the brightest sun-beami& 
It w3I seem very absurd, wHile I am supposing 
three or four kingdoms thrown absolutely off the 
hinges^ to find room to mentton so insigtiific^nt 
ait individual as myself; yet for the life of me, 
I cannot help thinking what I must have lost^ 
if for my^good, as well as yours, and that of- the 
said diree or four kingdoms^ this gallant spirit 
had not been happily checked. ' It is quite im- 
possible we ever could; have been friends. Under 
the influence of such a disposition you would no 
wore have thought bf Idvfng me^ tbajh of loving 
a sprig of balm or lavender; and :I sl^ould np 
more have dreamed of lining you, than of lovjrtg 
a blazing comet. F^rom ^y, thing that appeai^s 
at present, you do not seem to be; iu the leoit 
danger of ever incurring the evil,of an'*' illttimed 
'' activity/' but if ever it should happen^ you 
may be very sure I shall not forget your cpmmis- 

sion; 
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Viftn jimJeed it .will be but a fair return^ that a» 
your Spirit enlivenS iriy indolence, my quiet 
nhould temper your vivacity. . 

i hope yoii gel out this very delightful weather; 
i walked to Ripple yesterday, and returned home 
in.the evening through some charming fields, 
ternjinated by a distant view of the sea, which 
was rendered very distinctly visible from ite being 
jUuminated by the moon-beams. The beauty of 
this appearance, the freshness - of the air, the 
tranquillity of the winter sky, and the subject of 
my own thoughts, gave a delightful calm and 
cheerfulness to my spirits ; till at length I recol* 
lected it was nighty that I was alone, and scaxcely 
^ within sight of a house ; and then I began to feel 
ail manner of c6>vardly indeterminate fears, and 
to start at every bush. Wretched weakness of 
imperfect virtue, and of faultering faith, that 
trembles under the guardianship of Omnipotence ! 
I feel scarcely any thing so mortifying to my 
my mind, as any kind of terror, nor can I find 
in ail philosophy so eflfectuai a remedy against 
pride. 

I most perfectly and entirely agree with your 
opinion of the Strang impropriety with which 

Lord M treated the Duchess of Kingston's 

trial As to the people of good heart, who be- 

itow 80 much pity on her, did they feel any com* 

TOi; It. A a passion 
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passion for this unhappy woman, when she ti^i 
triumphing in the success of prosperous wicked- 
ness ? Yet surely a human soul is infinitely more 
wretched from unrepented guilt/ than from the 
legal detection of its crimes. 

So Mrs. Rudd has dexterously slipped through 
the fingers of the law, and '' fruiiur diis iratis" 
1 do not mean by this to express any disappro- 
bation of her acquittal, which did honor to her 
there was no positive proof against hei*^ 
orst offenders ought not to be punished 
of justice^ by the strongest conviction 
5 judgment, without legal evidence. I 
. Vesey left you oti Thursday at a tea- 
iour, and that you have not suffered 
he indulgence of a social dinner. If 
should happen to be opened at the 
., it will be imagined there is some 
at Mrs. Vesey may keep you up half th<J 
lard drinking. 

fse to set out for Tunstal on the 27tb, 
to be so happy as to see you the end of 
that week. I am very busy winding up my bot- 
toms, but a little business at a time is all I am 
iiMe to go through. * Adieu, my dearest friend. 
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'' LETTER CXCIIT. 

London, Mai/ 15, 177^« 

Whatever Lethean spring ttie fin© 
|[>llrt of this worid may have discovered to enable 
them to forget their friends, they have ndt iTn* 
Imrtfed k dfop of it, to any one so unfaShtonable 
a!s I am^ ; and therefore I entteat you not td aVftit 
^^buirself of any felse suppositions, as a fair pre- 
(iencre %r yont forgetting nie. I bdlieVe I may 
c^nstUy answer for the Sylph, who, whateveir 
j^tei^fetil objects may crowd on her attention, ftevei* 
Ibises sight of the more remote ; for, like Bartho-* 
lomew Cokes * she is to be satisfied with nothing 
fesii than the whole fair. With regard to other 
pky-thihgs, 1 am rather more moderate than she 
is ; but I am just as ready to whimper if I cannot 
get all thfe dolls tegether who happen to be dresf 
to my own fancy. Now, as of all possible dolls, 
it has never been my chance to meet with any 
Oiie in the whole fair drest precisely like you ; I 
leave you to guess how the not finding you within 
ihy reach must operate upon my play, 

* In Ben Jonson's Play of " Bartholomew Fair." ' 
A a 3 Yo^ 
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Yon^yilV judge by all tlii$ Donseiweitti«t tm 
in tnuob better spirHs than when I wrote la»t 
My acdounts ftofti Mrs. tJ«derdown am, I thadjc 
Gk)d, perfectly good, she seems to retain scarcie^ 
any of the symptoms attending a paralytic 9^9urcu 
and I have heard of many people who hayebpen 
att^ckfd equally violently, and recovered perr 
fe(?tly^ and have lived for many yea^s, , wit^ujfc 
any r^etaru of the discn^der. > : > 

^ ^n. -» world like this, the , blessmg o| ma^j^ 
t^nij^i: .cQnne^ions m^st be iiiterrupt^Abyi ycfj; 
frefusefl^ anjijeti^s ; I bad a letter l^^t i^jgfMt j^^pi 
Ja«ftes P^oingjton, who says bts n^ft^hj^rb^s |pf^i| 
coniji^edr to Jbfjr bed for fo,ur days .wijtJIija.rhepT' 
matijp feyiejf, t^iif, thank God, is i^ot ^^iRfflg 
like.ppprJMrs. Underdowp, but. S|tiU I st^alj: ^ 
very anxious till I know my jle^r sister ^J)^t^pr. , 

You njj^iitiQji nothing about your re^urp tj:^ ]^b ; 
but If Ij^vehayd.thjE: pleasure of he^qngby^^joun^-? 
about-|Way^ t|^ 4* ^^^ b^ next week.^ ^ I hav^ 
very.<]yui^i^ hitherto resigned you to ;^|ie,ni^tin- 
gale^ a.T\4.thp zephyrs, because I.knew jthe^ 
would do youjr health more good, tfiap,|Lny |;}nji^ 
you would find in town; but t^ie ipost ^disinte-^^ 
rest§4, spirit has its lijnits, and I.s^ll fe<elj^|^yjg^'jj 
morjtification^ if it should happen thatjyoi^r^^Jpri^ 
to London should be deferred till «if^r J bay^ 1,^J 
it. I should have gone on the 4?^t Ji§^tfi?^,fLftejr 

Mr», 
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Mfi. 1?n<l^li^\vif!»is illness, if she had not forbid 
iiirf'sh#te1i(Av, IthankGdd, so muichfreiioveredy 
lh*t*IsliallTefriain very qutet tiH tny-bWrthfep and 
Sfelter' prt^nrtt to town, when I thiuk she witt be 
glad fb have wte with her. - ^ t - 

■I 'Mow not whether you have met in thfe pa- 
pers an kccourit of the evasion of Lord Holder- 
iWisse's secretary. He had money in his hands 
for the payment of the Prince of Wiales's^ sfefr- 
T^nts, ^nd other sums to the amount of £6000, 
lirtiich it is supposed must be at the expence of 
Lord Holdern esse. The father of this wretd&i^d 
fiigitive left hirfi £18,000. His place w^s m&re 
than c^^dO a year, arid he lived without any vi- 
sible ex[jence, SQ it is supposed he has sunk' It 
all into that giilph, where so many fortuniesf^ halve 
been s\vdllowed up. Change Alley. ' ^ ' 

' Mr. Vesey is made a PriVy Counselloir i'n Ire- 
land, \Vhich i believe is very satisfactory tb'ltinfi ; 
but probably our poor dear Sylph would haire 
preferred his being made a constable^ or church- 
warden in England. She has this afternoon been 
fookln^ over the plan of the newrhouse at Lucah, 
and seems greatly disturbed to find she is (o In- 
habit a round room, where she conceives she shall 
fee like an old J^arrot in a cage ; upon wllich M fs. 
rtiticock atid I have promised to add scarlet 
trimmings to h^r green g^owrj. - 

JhjiYe 
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; % .hfive I^elj been reading /some of Cicerc^'f^ 
tiCtters to Atticu^. . Do you. remeinb^r a passgge^ 
ijl which h^ hQpep something which he* had ^vfit, 
€ig^ii[\§^, spipe person, who he apprehended ha4 
afterwards a power of hurting his interest, Wijght 
h^ proye4 not to be his. It is tr^9 this was what 
is cdled a whiter li^^ and such ^ qp.^ as childrpftj 
trfl fpr fe^r of being whipt ; yet ^(| tl^eftrst view- 
it ;ipapcU|li9;$4roe ^ma^ingly. Bpt this wag frona, 
coni|iderin^ Cice^Q as ^, fl[iQra\ist, ai^ a philoso-r 
pljer^ Wh^n I ^reflected on him in the light of a^- 
pumf cb^Uia^ter, in such a scene of cojafi^ioi\ 
^o4 .gweraj cori:i\ption^ a^s then preypiM fK 
R^me, I coul4 wt.hjelp thinking hi l?Qfw few 
modern statesmen such a spot Wotil4 b^ ey^ 
yifib)ie. A inel^ncholy rdtectiofl in, a pfirip4 pf 
time possegt of §^vahtages which poor Cicero 
?u^yer,kne\y ! Many more passages ^trucK lops^ 
] fpad; l}ut I canflot, frpm a very h\uddled h^^^ 
\vr jte aiiy mot^ on. the subject just now. 
. ^ Theije^ js a little book just pubJiuhe^ on th^ 
iajeirngjl ^vidpuce qf .Chfistianityj, which is indiskr 
ViVi^UY.W^^ by M^t S» ^Twyes. It is xnml\ r^ 
apd ^dpairod by n^/js^ peppl^,; but susp^cte^ bjf: 
ffWe f^w^, ^agi inclined to tliip.b ^he au,th^ 
me^T\\ Wf^l, afljd^.he ojft^.a(fgi|es we^; but t^pr© 
nrq .Sjgme .^cjeptjionable pa^^es^; and hi* ewJ?4-« 
vour to be very concise, sgnjietimejj \ belipvje/vyjll 

lead 
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lead a- Ti^^ev who is not very atteative,- to a mis- 
apprehension of hh meaning. I wish if you 
have read' it to know your opinion. 

Rauelagh is as feshionable, and fine folks go 
there as inuch at the hazard of their lives an4 
limbs ^8 ever. If it was one of the necessary 
duties of Jife, that people should be choked by 
the dust, , and stifled by the effluvia of a crowded 
room, and that on leaving it, they should incu^ 
the danger of having their limbs broke, and 
their s|«ulls fractured by th 
what rueful lamentations \^ 
condition of humanity, i 
mch hard trials ! But let : 
name of pleasure, and every danger and every 
diflSculty vanishes before, it 

t admire the eloquence of your pauper, and I 
still more admire and honor its effect upon you. 
If I did not love you too well to envy you any 
thing, it would be the office, and the power, and 
the disposition of being a ministering angel to 
the wants of the helpless and unfriended. I re- 
joice to hear your dear little man goes on so pros- 
perously, I saw Mr. Burrows lately, who speaks 
hijgbly of him, and I likewise heard his eulogy 
from Mr. W. Burke ; pray remember his aunt 
Cartqr to hira. I have been spending a most 

deligfhtful 
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dfttgfat^ljiBf»ing IB the d^w Mti^^^iiip j>|i^ii^^ 
s^pbe^^iid wiiih«<l for you. When^iH^ucidfiUD^ 
l7«8t^rdi|'lcm>cked at thfee 6m^$, bufi^noi^ailr 
hoitie>^| it^e ans^ver, and I wa$'to6 pMAdkt^id 
attempt any Tnore visits^ eyen ttnder tbeiemx^ta^ 
ilon of becoming as illustriously £fishidnaVte as 
ypn so gaily flattered me I should be^ and \vinq^ 
ingoff the scandal of ray Greek, by rappii^ a^ 
people*^ itoofs ^hen I was half Bi;Ae&p. '.- Rit 
there are very fevf instances of {ll|istrie^y that 
will pay one for a lit of the head^ach. I dften 
think it iTOuld bfc inightily for your ^ood^ if ym 
could become in some cases half as dull' as l|im{* 
but that you never witt be, if y&a live, to wwl 
anas ; whkh that ytm inay 4o, I lorte yod: <bp 
well to wish, unless I was to Kve a^^ long toofi 
and in thsit case I should, lore myself too IveB to: 
abate you afingteday* Ye?u:s unmieasured hy 
solar revolutions, and unnumbered by nvortal cal^ 
culations ; I hope \ye both shall live in a happier 
world. - „.. _ . ._ 

Sedes ubi Fata quieta^ 

Yqi^ ycill substitute a fitter expression than 
this heathenish word Fata. 

I w^Pl l4i^::Siinday induced to dft a thing for 
whiclk i bave:been irery sorry ey^r aincieit: Ow' 

Sylph 
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eosmtciVftif^^ to go! jiM%«v:liiii^QdBd;, 

l> TfifelGM <^t^ ^t itafs not right m «nj(pomiof 
vimrr.tka^ I should go ; hut with hxac uwahlME- 
dfty tsfaer kept me to my promise. It & true^^ I 
went to early church first; but I was. m 01c- 
tremely^ imcomfc^lable^ that nothing shall e?er 
indilce me to make such ancriiier engagement, I 
xmit not sacrifice any pdnt \vhich iq[>pears to me 
of : otmsequeoce oa sttdi n 8ul]gect> ev^i to the 
strongest teinptfttbnir, that of com^tlyisig with niy 
friends* >A(nd I am mne if they wHl coraider tbis^ 
tb^ willtiot demstnd k^ <tf me. 

I tbmk l)y this 6ms I have quitelSred your 
eyei^ and! yooir patiem^; but my hted^ was!!so 
gOod> X went on without having smidei' irhad 
writ w.mKehi ^okl f eposaand jdeaskig df GEmtft 



|.ette;r cxciv. 

i ^ It was not, my dearest fHei^d; till> after 
the post was gone out^ tiiat I arrived at the em: 

of 
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s^c^i^^ fc«^ f, a& scon as Jam a little ^fttl^ n\^ 
wll cQRieJo me, and I bope^be eea^ will. dp. bejr 
gqqj^ JV^lrs. l^nderdQwn is bettey ^h^a J. Wir 
l^epted to find ^ber^ and she hjegins tio\y,<;o get 
iijtp the air, pd that I iiope will strengthen b.er., . 

I, did Ciot find that the a%ir we apfire^nde^ 
would be so ranch a subject of discussion, p^^J^p* 
^ny great noise. It ia very true, indeed^ that 
you fine folks, who flourish about the street^ of 
this world in high gilded phaetons, if ever yoa 
happen to make a false step, infallibly break youy 
necks, and every body Js locj^in^ put of their 
windowsi, apd running out of their shop doers^ 
and making a fearful; wondering and screaming 
all round you, till the pext overturn supplies 
them firitUi^ new wj^^txrf staring., JSnt pec^ 
>vbp jog along* the troitoir of iife> rai^e no. f i|f;b 
b^ustle. If they happen to tumble in the dirt^ or 
run against a^post, they only daub their clothes, 
or scratch their noses, and the crow^ passes by 
them without stopping to make any observation 
on 80 common an atcident. ' 

I hope to hear you have past safely through all 
your illustrious foreign dinners. If these persons 
dpftoj^soQurefciirft tp the.CooJtineut^ ^ey vilf. I 
lieftr^ eflfectually frustrate youjc iutentipftc^ gpipgf 

thither. 
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tlM^r; "espefciafly-as the wfml i^ getting a. poi^^ 
tdilte S(rtith, and betwcfen the liwl of London^ 
jfhcl the fltaca« and jaigpn of PmiOfe bel €8pr^$^ 
ydn V9l\\ be iJ^olutffly stnimed hnd suiTocatad* 
' I be^ ifty l6te to atur dear.Friend in Bdlton-rdw^ 
I hope soiDn to write* to our dear Sylph, but afr 
pre^ut I dm iti suclr a chaos that I know not 
^h£t to sM about fii«t. Adieu^ my d^r friend» 
I am ever yours. 



LETTER CXCV. 

Deal, Jitlij 9, 1776«. 

Your welcome letter, my dear friend, 
which arrived on Sa)tutday night was a^ perfect 
cordial to my spirits/ for 'I was b^inning^ to bat 
very impatient for a ii«ie-to say you were all sltfe 
arrived at the end of your joilriiey. By thi^ 
time I hope your cold is quite temijved. I 414 
not^ indeed, find much reason for approbation in . 
you^ travelling by moon-light l^t midnight, while 
you had this said coldl 

' I do not wonder that you soon grew tired of 
that monotony of aspect, which you found on 

your 
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yoW(jpoad^i One m for fiLHitttetirhflcijplcw^iill 

pltfftWfcteiv ($f tell trees} but i^«E.«feiiw»bW 
Rbw#<idn ! Wttihed for the wiM.lmtiirian(5^ Sdl 
tiWe^teA hedge*. The Se^ce of ^rery oo*wt?y 
will bt in sortie dc^ec affected by its ipode .of 
g^wtctfmnent. In our owa, wiiere CTery ii^^liviri 
dutl enjoys bis property in full sfcurity^ ^ 
wkhdut restraint, there irill natuoiJBy be f<)rm6^ 
t^t variety of disposition and appeamnce> wbfeb 
arises Irom. the various ideas and tast^ of difie* 
rent proprfetorsj uiishaiiled by tte^fetters of 
<lespotie sia&lMrity. { am inclined to tbiidc ydu 
wilt finil the sarae todiougkifwit of monotony 
wMicb "weamid you on the Kiad, in Aexfaanacte^ 
att4 tmcjeritanding^ of the inbabitarttb^ a*if4 that 
tb^ i^M^f aiwasement you will find wilf te5 in th^* 
ra»*Mto^w, whidi happily for yow %icnds iti 
I^ig>tan(d; wdess ymt oonl4 divest yonrsdif 5 of >a' 

if*fnfe<fc^tetely*to6k-^ myptti to makeiMtts^ 
PftSftWljeof*^^ baplVy as^ myself/ b&jApfer sh^^ 
ei*H6t(bei %3r tb^ *cco«ht ybft g&re tfrniyn^- 

v;:£*v I : '^q •.); i--. ;': ^ ?. . :. l >::i,^ 

Mi«r.Gtfg<>ry>' wjr Mn, Alison/ 4wg^U:l' of th? \Ut jpl|V 

hb, tutor yioTis, B^ondel^ and the Editor of these Letters. 

phew. 
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Uhti^rthd kiiidnen^sh^wn faim. : I am ^&myis^ 
Miul«r>^MolHa^ and he aye m fond ^^ifo^fMlH 
(Mher, land Irejacce in the pleasure theiir iiiuipQ^ 
IiG§&i?tr^u$tfetl M mch an affection* A virlUQWr 
^enddhipt^wiU be one of the best bnmaA Dae&tu^ 
to preserve them innocent. Your: account fitrtiej^ 
iiia^ the more feeling^Iy^ as at the moment I rfif^ 
ceiirat it, I had just shnt the book where I hadr 
been r^dtng^ i( most charmtng' descrtptkHwJdir 
Mtosienr Rottki^ itf tiie friendship between Gnt^ 
gory i3ctf vNteieazen . acnd Basils wkiohr begiHi^ 
vrhen^heiy wBi^^stttdjing^ together att i^bens; ^ffll 
continued through their "whde iives/ ©nd Citf^ 
cumstance is remarkaUe; that though with th^ 
most infl^}(tfolere8o)uti(m> they rel»«editi) Join^ 
the irregftit4rrajawefftent|i<>f Qth^yi^imftgipi^Opte: 
their nten^em and mailnidra w«rc^ no , ^ogJl^§&^l 
that tttoyneyer^mi^de »n enemy, i^mnn|w[o^ 
those to whom the strfctm^^ their itotid^'^^t 
a i^rocM^ir fci th^ articles <>f temper c^i^i^^i; 
nm oiH?(yp«th8j;I think, havp equ4,a*WBt«g¥ft ti 
Godvg»^i|t their Christian .{Mriaciplefs mfiy^ffMi:; 
strong, and render their virtue as pure. I very 
sensihly.iM^he kindness of what you say,ofiDHr 
fri^dship. May it continually liniwt)ve our mu*' 
tuid: virtue, and our mutual bajppined^, till both 

are 
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itf€ toffipfeateJ ftl that Wortd^Af^eW Aelth^* Wfll 
«c*ive any Intenrbptidtt *. ^ -i': 

* I- art! much bbliged hy Goteniil t>iy)mg<yM for 
liw Temcmbrance, and beg my heSit domplimentj 
to hhn/ and many thanks for tf^ charming littte 
coHectibn he wad so good as to send me. I re- 
joke to hear his daughter is out of danger. 
' Mrs. Underdown desii^ her best respects t6 
you, ahd many tlmnks for your kiftd encjnity, sh* 
tt tery much better than coul* teive been ex*- 

' '^^Whai #«klitioi1aI d«lijgHt <lote it givd to IrJetMtliiip^ 

jiBiXuT^, tBd flaurishi^g anew in.a future aodt^tei^QAi^tate! 
Tliis can, of course, be true only of virtuous friendship* 
Mrs. Carter had- no di>ubi that, iu their glorified state, 
sduls tv*in bd'Cohscious of, and will rehew the pure afid in- 
eocpnt tttacbments wKicK^ tl^ey have begun in t^is life, ft 
if refQErJcAhletthat Cmro) tho\igh he wauiml thnt Oertaintjr 
which can onl^ be. acquired thr^^agb the irfestiix^ble advan^ 
tage of Rev.clation, formed the same opinion. He expresses 
it in the plainest and strongest terms, in the sublime con* 
elusion of his' treatise " de Senectute," whi^li it is impos* 
«ible to ^eatJ wfthotrt ieing reminded of a passage in thte 
ociith- chapter of the Epiitl^ to the -Hebi;evii5,<:on tbesam^ 
fubjfct whicji a$ i|i,uch ^xce^s ^1 ip MibHflWtj, ae the Apo^ 
,tle had clearer views of a future life than the philosopher 
enjoyed. * In his' Dialogue " de Amicitia'* also, Cicero 
maintains the doctrine of the immoi-tality'of the soul, and 
'-©f ite consciousnesf pf vihzt has passttl ttt tfcis state.' - 

pected. 
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pected^ and two days ago "went with k friend to 
;Dover in the morning/ and returped at nrght, the 
better for her excursion. For m;^self, I goon 
much in the old way head-achs and rheumatisiEQs ; 
and very thankful I have nothing worse. As I 
do not know how to direct to you, I shall enclose 
this to the gallant Captain Osborn. 

I. believe you will find many instances besides 
Chantilly, that the French have a world of fancy, 
and not a grain of imagination. You will be 
better entertained when you get into the sickle of 
Pepin and Charlemagne, and the Abbe Sugar. 
Do pray wish for your Gothic friend when you 
visit St. Denis, and I will excuse you as to the 
King of Prussia, about whom \ have no manner 
of curiosity. You call him a singular character, 
for which I dare say you have good reasons, which 
do not at present occur to me, to whom he ap- 
pears very little different from other destroyers, 
other tyrants, and other profligates. 

I remember Mr. B — — , and his orange co- 
loured stockings, to which I took as strong an 
aversion as Olivia did to Malvolio's. If the man 
had worn no stockings at all, it might have been 
a philosophical negligence; but stockings of 
orange colour was a positive depravity. Be so 
good in your next to let me know how to direct 
to yott, for afr there i& no post from Deal to 

Dover, 
7 
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l)ovcr, I Jhav^ not ihmyn an opportunity ot 
sending my letters to Captain Osborn. AcUw^ 
my dear friend^ my love to your nephew and 
mine^ 






tRfi o* tbt. n. 



JhrmUd bgR.i'R. Gilbert, St. Jd>»C$-tqmre, Ltmimt. 
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